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1 It may, pernaps, be faid, Sh, t«. ^t the Families of tficfc

ficrcditary Councillors may be fup^* .ted in an independent

Situation^ by introducing the Laws of Primogeniture int6

the Conftitution of that Country. I (hall not attempt to

dilculs the Advantages or Diradvantage:i which that Law
produces in this Kingdom i but 1 can, without any hefitation,

aflTure this Honourable Houfe that it would be ciitremcly

injurious to th »t Province. The French Lav,, as followed

at prefent, is in that Refpeft much better cilcubted for 1

young Province ; where it is of great benefit and advan-<>

tagc to Cultivation and Population that Landed prope t/

fhould be divided, and fluctuatCf and change its owners ;

and more particularly as fome Eftablifhment is neceflfary for*

the younger branches of Families, in a Country where there

arc no Manufactures, and where a young Perfon without

Fortune has few Opportunities pf fetting out in Life in 4
Refpeftable I-inc. •

.

But fuppofe the Law of Primogeniture fhjlll be Eftablifh-

cd, and the Eftates of thefe new created hereditary Coun-
cillors thereby fecured undivided to the tldeft Son; fup*

pofe even, that the Eftates now belonging to thefe new
Councillors (hall be entailed on their Heir at Law j all that

would have very little effed, and thofe Eftates would be
far from fufficient to fupport the dignitv of hereditary Coun-
cillors, which, probably, would be confidered as the higeft

Rank in that Country. For poor as that Country really is,

in confequence of its Opprefllve Syftem of Laws they have
been kept under, thtTe are now, among the Mercantile

Gentlemen in the Province, thofe wh(ylfe moveable fortunes

are perhaps equal, if not fuperior to any of the St-igneuri-

al Eftates ; and who, from the Employment and Support they

give to thoufands of the People, have infinitely more influ-

ence in the Country than the Seigneurs* For, it Would
not be difHcult to prove to this Honourable Houfe that the

Seigneurs are almoft univerfaUy difliked by their Tenants j

But this is a natural Confequence of Feudal Servitude,

when its ftrong fupport, a flavifti dependence on a gr&a(

Chief, is removed.
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