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we do not reefour fails, and ftrike ouvTop Gallant^

we may lofe our lower mafts, and the Vcfrd of

State become an ina^ive bnlk, the fport of the

waves, or the prey to the enemy.

LETTER XXVIII.

[A greater Naval Force feeming necefTary to allay People's

fears of an Fnvafion, the following was fent by the

Author to the Earl of iJANOWiCH the loth of July lalt.]

PROPOSAL for a NAVAL MILITIA.

TO confifl of Volunteers who have been at

Tea, but for various reafons may have
adopted another plan of life, yet might not be

againft fei ving for a limited time upon our own
Coafts. To be formed into Companies, confift-

ing of a Lieutenant, two MidQiipmen, one Boat-

fwain, Mate, and 70 Privates, with a Captain to

every five Companies.

To be employed only in cafe of a threatened

invafion •, in which cafe, to bf embarkt^d on board

fuch jfhips a^ may be fitted only for Channel

iervico. Many fuch being in tlnr bottoms

found, might be kept ready at Spithead, fitrev!

with mails, &c. one degree below their rate, and
having good ground-tackling, would afford an

excellent corps de referve. The Propofer has

himfelt been many years at fea, has been twice

difmrijled, and has experienced that our fliips

or war often fail better with leffer mafts than

are ufually fitted to them ;. ihey are eafier worked,

and


