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which according to their cftimation, are not to be held in comparifon with the

right of appointing governors in America, or the fign manual. I confefs to you that

the lofs of this aft of navigation, is a gloomy topic witli me, whenever I ftumble

upon the recolleftion of it. I do not know whether I fhould fay too much, if I

were flill farther to confefs, that it is the only Britifh intereft in America, which

I ever took to my heart -, but it is gone, irrecoverably gone, and hadi not left its

fellow behind; though minifters knew not the value of it-

I give but little credit to the good will of Minifters, for the pretended relaxation

of their conduft towards America ; but 1 flatter myfelf with tiie beft profpefts of

fome national reconcilement between the two countries, from the ready and univerfal

acquiefccnce of all ranks of people in this kingdom, to the fyftem of concefTion and

accommodation, which has been lately profefled by the Miniftry, and which has been

fincercly patronized by the public. We are fo fir upon the road towards a national

reconcilement, that this country has univerfally declared in favour of an amicable ne-

gotiation with America. But ftill there is one rub, which however in my opinion,

appears by no means infurmountable. I mean the alliance between America and

France. I will endeavour to hy before you what I conceive to be the ftate of the

treaties between thofe two parties, and to diftinguifh fuch parts of thofe treaties, as

may remain, confiftently with a national reconcilement between Great Britain and

America, from fuch other parts of them, as muft neceflarily berelinquiflied, before

that reconciliation can take place. There are two treaties lubfifting between them,

which h.ivc been announced to the public, by the declaration of the French Court,

and by publication of the American Congrefs, viz. a treaty of commerce, and a treaty

of alliance. As to the former, the niofl: ftrenuous advocate for the rights and interefts of

this cmntry, is no longer entitled to make objeftion unlcfs it fhould contain any exclu-

five articles. The Comminioners under the conciliatory afts, have made on the loth of

June, 177H, a forma) furrendcr of all the beneficial intcreits of their country under the

aft of navigation, by the words " To extend every freedom to trade which cur refpec.

tive interefts can v quire." The condition expreftcd in the propofition does not refer

to any mutual, combined, or united intereft, but to the refpeSihe intereft ofeach party,

and therefore amounts to an abiolute conceftion. Again, in the proclamation which I

have commented upon, in the farmer part of this letter, (bearing no date in any printed

copy tliar I have (i:ei\, but appeai iiig by the context to have been iflTued in the latter

end of June, 1778) they i.onfirm this furrcnder as more beneficial to our own country

tfian " to ri drain the trade of the Colonics." 1 fere the words ftand fimply and

unqualified by any reference whatlo^ver. Again, on the 26th of Auguft, 1778, the

ComniifTioners reciting in a declaration of that i.ite, the extent of the offers inade

by themfelvrs to the Congreis, confirm this offer in the following words viz. " To
extend every freedom to trade " generally, and without any words of conftruftion or

hiv.itation. Therefore the furrender of the ad of navigation is public, abiolute, and

uncondiii'jnal,
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