
I79I.' LITERARY INtfiLLIGENCER. 3^1

•<»'

A.uii i. \ vr.
/ , - . INDEX JNDIGA TOUItrS. ' •^" ^ "" «„" ' :^

The editor borrows this phrafe from a popular periodical work of long

flanding *. Under this head, he propofes from time to time to throw
together fuch obfervations, culled from the letters of his corrcfponjciciits,

as feem to be deferving of notice ; though they do not merit a fcparatc

pubiicatibn in the form they have been fent ; and to make fuch acknow-
ledgments and remarks upon the communications fent, as iippear to be
more deferving notice^ than tliofe contigned to the blue (overs of this
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As the editor has been favoured with a great many communication*,

apparently from young writers, he begs leave to profice this department

of hi* work, with a few general obfervations calculated for th«»ir benefit.

Young people are generally induced to write f-om one of two motives,-

viz. a defite to difplay their own talents, or a wifli to communicate to

others information concerning fonie particular, that they think will prove

entertaining or ufeful to them.—Too often, early in lite, thejf>y?ofthef(fi

motives is the principal ftimulus ; and when that is the cafe, it ftldoni

fails that their fond hopes are fruur.'\ted. Writing is an art

that recjuires praAice to bring it to perfedllon. This pradlce beginners

rnuft always want; on which account, their firft produiSions, in moll cafe*!,

arc extremely difgufting to men «f tafte ; fo that iinlefs there be Ibme
bafis of ufeful difquificion at the bottom to atone for this difguft, indead
of being admired, they are only defpifed : But ifan ingenious youti) feels hia

mind Itrongly imprcifed with lome leading ideas, which he wifhes to deve-

lope to others, he will, in this cafe, for the mofl: part exprefs himfelf witli a
becoming difildence, that conciliates good will ; and on account of the origin

nal thoughts that occur, every good natured reader will be difpnfed to

overlook thelittle inaccuratiesthat mull be cxpciSled to arife from inexperi-

ence. When a young man is therefore about to communicate his fcuti*

nients in any way to the public, let him firft alk himfelf this fimple quef-

tion : "Is it merely becaufc I wifli to fhine, that I take up the pen ? Ordo
I feel certain ideas in my niind, that I do not perceive are familiar to p-

thers, which I fliould have a pkifure in communicating to them, ais I

think they will contribate eitUcr to their welfare, emolument, or fatil-

ladion of mind ?" If the firll queftion be anfwercd in the affirmative,

ict him abandon his proje«5l at the time, and I will anfwcr for it he ne-

ver will have reafon to repent of it. But if his mind fairly acquits him
• if vanity, let him fclcft for a fubjeA that which imprefles his mind the

moft foicibly and frequently ; let him think of it often before he puts

his thoughts to paper ; and when at lafl he does write, let him try t<>

exprefs himfelf in the plainell language he can, without ornamen-
tal flourilhes, or an attempt at the frippery of fine writing, which ufual-

ly, at a tender age, makes fa ftrong an imprelTion on the imagination.

Let thofe who feel a predeli(Slibti for verfe, be informed, that among
.

all the trifling acquirements a young perfun can aim at, that of maluxig
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