
CONTENTS.

iMge.

Report of Capt. W. R. Abercrombie, Second United States Infantry:

Secretary of War Root's letter of transmittal 7

Orders and special instructions 9

Narrative of journey from Washington, D. C, to Valdez, via Fort

Keogh, Livingston, and Seattle 11

Selection of skilled men for trail crew 12

.How the expedition was outfitted 12-13

Arrival of exiiedition at Valdez 14

A vivid pen sketeh of scenes at Valdez 15

The dreaded scoui<ge of scurvy 15

Quartermaster's Agent Brown's sententious exclamation on the situation

among prospectors 15

A thrilling description of a "glacial demon " by a crazed Swede 16

Scenes at disembarkation at Valdez 16-17

How destitute miners and prospectors were relievetl 17-18

Lock of practical knowledge of mining by the average p.ospet^t^r 18-19

How the liquor traffic was throttled at Valdez 20-21

Construction of trans-Alaskan military road 21-26

Establishment of an American postal service 26-27

Exploration of the Copper River drainage during season of 1899 27

Valdez and its advantages as a port 27-28

Mineral and agricultural resources of the Copper River Valley 28-29

Freight mtes of marine transportation from Seattle to Yukon River

points 30

Prospective profits for cattle speculators in the Copper River Valley

region 30

Animals best adapted for service in Alaska 30

The best pack saddles for service in Alaska 31-32

Necessity for a large hay meadow reservation in Alaska 33

Of what the cantonment at Valdez conslstH 34

Recommendations for the season of 1900 35-36

Subreport of Charles Brown, Quartermaster's agent:

Terrible sufferings on the Valdez glacier 37-38

The reign of scurvy in the Lower Copper River region 38

Horrible deaths on the Valdez glacier 38

How scurvy patients and destitute persons were relieved 39--40

The swarms offish in Valdez Bay 42

Repairs and improvements at Valdez 42-43

Subreport of Dr. Leroy J. Townsend:
A diagnosis of scurvy 44-46

Preventive measures 46

3

31664


