THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturday, April 23.

Spring work In the country has pro-
gressed under favorable conditions and
u larvgo aven of erop hag been sown.
The rains this week have come in good
e and have added materially to the
faverable outlook.  “The crop area is
sure to show a largo Increase over
any previaus year, when the full re-
turns are in - ‘Cho bullding season is
opcning quite actively in Winnlpeg,
and promises to bo the briskest for a
number of years, particularly in the
crection of uew and the remodelling
of o' business blocks. City real
cstate, after o long quict time, has
developed some activity, and qulte o
number o! important business prem-
ises buvo changed hands, several sales
being in the nature o investments {or
interest earning purposes, aund not
for commercial purposes. A feature of
the week is the announcement of the
Alanitoba  government  that it has
been decided to grant aid to three rail-
wauys, oite with the ultimate object of
seeurtng another through line to Lake
Superior, another which it is expected
will finally develop into a Xudson
Bay railway, and tho third a short
jocal line. These roads are all expected
go £o ahend this year and will make

cupsiderable activity in rallway
building, 1 the west the Crow’s Nest

road Is Leing pushed vigorously ahead.
Abcut 1,000 laLorers have been re-
cently sent out to increase the force
weorking on this road.  Bank clearings
at Winnipeg this week were about
Gouble the corresponding week of last
yeur. General wholesule  trade is
moving In fair volume.

WINRIPEG MARKETS

Winnipey, Saturday, Apsil 23
BOGTS AND SHOES.

Travellers are working for fall
orders. HRuabber goods are firm.
We reported an advance of 10 per
cent. o short time ago on  rubver
goods, Including belting  and  heavy
woods. Rubber shozs and boots hive
since been advanced H to 10 per eent.,
owing o the high price of crude rub-
Yer. AS the retailers’ profit on rub-
bers Is very small, this advance in the
wholesale price will make a cousider-
able difference to the trade.

FISIL.

Stocks of hnaddies are Leing cleaned
ont and the supply remaining is lm-
ited. The oyster trade is now quiet
and after this month bulk oysters will
he out of this market and only cans
will be available. Stocks of cured fish
are very low. Prices are steady for
fresh flsh. Some Lake Winnipegosis
white have been offering liere. It Is
sald the companles are arranging to
restrict thie white fish catch on Lake
Winnipeg this scason, to prevent over
stocking the market.

GROCERIES.

Thero hag not been much change in
the local market. Cured meats havo
advanced sharply in the United States

THE COMMERCIAL

ol account of the war, according to
advices received, here, prices quoted at
packing poluts south being about 1-2¢
Ligher for lhog produacts, including
lard. Cantied beef has also been ad-
vanceed Sc per dozen, owling to big war
orders having been placed.,  Colfce is
very strong Oatmeal is very fi‘m
and costing higher to lay down hor~,
Sugars wero advanced 3-16 at the re-
fiueries, on the strength of whe new
tariff, but later a reduction of 1-1Gc
was made, making anot gaiu of -8
GREEN FRULITS.

The orange market is very strong.
prices have advancea 25¢ per box in
Colifornia, which will necessitnte o
farther advance of o like amount hiere
making an advasnce of 50c¢ in atl, with
the advance quoted last week., A
strong market is loocked for right
along now for the bainnce of the sen~
son, and further advauces are expect-
«d. Lemons are fiem. ‘The Spanish
trouble is epected to interfere with
Mediterranean fruit. It is not knowsn
how the quality of the California
stock will answer for the summer mar-
het.  Bananas are arrviving of good
quality, but the future is uncertain,
owing to further troubles in Central
America, and the Cuban trouble. Pie
plant iy coming. It sold early in the
woek at $3, but dropped to-tlay to
§2.75. DPine apples are lower. Prices
are; Navel oranges, $3.75 to $4.00;
California cscedling oranges, $3.00 to
$3.256, bananas, per bunch, $2.25 to
$8.50, as to size; California lemons,
83.75 to $4 per box; apples, St to
£4.50 per barrel for good to choice; off
quality, $2 to §3.50 per barrel, as to
condition; pineapples, $3 per dozen; co-
coanuts, S1 per dozen; Sicily filberts,
large 11c to 12¢ per ib; Grenoble wal-
nuts, 14c; figs, elemes 10 1b boxes,
$1.25 to $1.40, as to yuality; 50 b
boxes, 17c per 1b; dates, 61-2 to 7c
per Ib; Tarragona almonds, I21-2 to
13c, peanuts, green, 9c: peanuts, roast-
¢d, 12¢; peceans, 14 to 15¢: strained
honey, 7 1-2 to 10c¢ per 1b: maple sugar
11 to 12¢; syrup per dozen 1-2 gal-
lon tins, $7; apple cider, 35¢ per galion
i barrels aud half barrels.

HNARDWARE.

There will 1ot be much change in
thiz branch until new goods begin to
come {n via water routes, when there
will be some revision of prices. What
changés there will be will depend on
navigation rates this season, which
are yet partially uwnxmown. Stocks
of heavy moods here are, of course,

light at this season. More goods
have bLeen brouzht in during  the

closed season of navigation than usual
this year, owing to the Jarger trade
enjoyed and alsp to taxiff changes go-
ingg Into effect on January 1 this year.
Binder twine s firm. The lnst ad-
vices recelved quoted raw sisal actuals
Iy higher than manilla.  Sisal is now
quoted at about 4 3-+& to 4+ 7-8c and

raw manilla at £ 35-8 to 4 3-dc. This
Is an extraordinary condition. To

show the advance in the raw mater-
ial, & year ago sisal was quoted at
27-8¢c.

LUMBER.

In the wholesale trade the demand
hasnotv been as large as it was carlier.
Thig Is owing to dealers having re-
plenished their stocks somewhat,
which were low. The outlook is still
very good for the lumber trade both
in the clty and country. Prices are
steady and firm.

GRAIN AND PRODUGCE.
WHEAT~The wheat markets have
kept poing up steadily this week, mak-

855

Ing a small gain on  Monday and
sharper galn on  the four following
days, Tho speenliative sentiment cnue-
Qo by the war situatjion is no doubt
the cause of the movement. though
it is dilficult to see what good ground
there is for a “‘boom” i1 wheat on
this account, Loeal vrices have ad-
vanee:dd sgeadily and  touched £1.10
Thursday for No, 1 Lard afloat IFort
Willlam. 7There has not been much
Manitoba wheat, however, available
for trading purpores, Most of the 2,-
(00,000 bushels held at interior points
i~ owned by millers, and farmers are
not likely to have mueh wheat for
summer marketing, after they are
thirough with thetr spring work. It
Jooks ar though Manitoba wheat will
bo held at a sharp premium for the
bhalance of the crop year, and with
light supplies to.move, a dull season
i’ in store for the trade until a new
crop comes in. Wheat recelpts at the
Fort William clevators for last week
were 5.200 buchels; shipments, 3,200;
in store, 336,000 bhushels.
FLOUR—The market is firmer, ir-
regular and unsettled.  The Ogilvie
company advanced prices again 10c¢
per barrel this week, making with the
aklvancs last week 30¢ in all, mak-
ing $2.65 for mitent; $2.45 for Glen-
ora; $2.035 for second bakers; and $1.53
for XXXX per sack of 93 Ibs,
Lake of the Woods were, however,
guoting old prices as follows. Patent,
$2.50; West bakers  $2.30; second
bakers $1L.OU0° XXX, »1.40 peor sack of
08 lbs, with discount of 5S¢ not cash.
MILLTEED—Prices nre firm, tha
Jemand is Jarge,and the supply scearce.
We guote bran at $12 and shorts $1-4
per ton I bulk., Large tots $1 per

ton less.

GROUND  FEED ~ Pare grain
ferdd 19 quoted at S22 to £24 for
rolicd oat feed  Inferior mixed wmil
feed, $18 to =20 per ton. Ground corn
feedd Is higher and now quoted at $17
to §1& per ton. Oif eake scarce at
$22 per ton.

OATMEAL—~Owinz  to the advanc-
ingg tendency of oats jn the States.
oatmenl ix costine higher to lay
down lere. Sowme i: now coming in
from Ontario, one car of small sacks
having been plaesl liere at equal to
$1.30 for £0 1. :acks. Imported
meal frow the routh has been quot-
ol at S1.70 per sack. It is said that
come fuend has been lail down here
at cuch o low wrice from the States
that it hae started a rumor of un-
der  valuation. Small lots of roled
oqt: to the retail tralde are guoted
at F2 wner 30 b, <ack.

BARLEY~Nouminal at atout -10e¢.
Seed bariey nominal at 45 to H50c.

QATS—Prices are firm. Feed oats
are held stiff it about 10 to 42¢
per bushel for car lots on track.

CORX=We quote 40 to 41c¢ per
bushel of 36 pounds for ears on track
liere.

BUTTER—~Creamery~The factories
ave noy doing anything yet, worth
mentioning. Crewmnery butter is nom-
inal at about 22 to 23c.

Butter—Datry—There is +till a light
supply, and 2 good demand for all the
butter offering. The new butter
season opens with good prospects.
There are no stocks of old hutter held.
In Easternn markets it Is said  that
stocks of held butter are very low,
and certainly the local market is un-
usually bare of supplies. The trade
has been supplied in a hand to mouth
way for some time. This Is at least
¢ favorable outlook for the new eecason
now starting, as there are no stocks
of hield goods to depress the market.




