THE BUSIRESS SITUATION.

Winnipeg, Friday Afterncon, Dec. 24.

Business with the wholerale housex
fins been very slow 1 abont every
branelt with the possible exception of
frults. the hollday trade having been
supplied provious to this weck, The
late sorting trado has not been up to
expectations, and the last month or
slx weeks have shown a Hmnlted trade
in generat Bnes, Retallers bought (ree-
Iy early in tho season, and thelr pur-
chases then appear to hava fully met
the’ consuming requirements of  the
country. Winnipeg houzes have pre-
pared for the spring trado on a larger
scalo than for years, iuportations be-
tng unusualty heavy. Tho recent fall-
urp of a local fobbing firm Jdues not
appear to have led to any serious dis-
turbancoes in the trade, and appax-
ently the customers of the house have
been able to arrange thelr affairs and
openn new accounts, though of course
it will be some little time belore the
full effect of tlie foflure on the retail
trade will be known,

1t is reported that somaq new whole-
sale houses wlil be establisbed, in Win-
ulpeg. A general survey of the situ-
ation would indicate that in nearly
evory branch, the ield is already fully
oceupled, if not over-supplied, and com-
petition i3 keen in most lines. The
country, of course, is developing, and
popuiation increasing, but at thesamo
time, it must bo borue tn mind that
the entire population of  the region
tributary to Winuipeg is only about
300,000, For this limited population
the number of houses now in the fleld
in most lnes would appear to be all
that the trade will support. In gro-
corfes there are five large johbing
houses. Leskles produce and provision
dealers, jobbers handling special lines,
such as teas and package goods, and
brokers. In lhardware and metals
thero are also five jobbing houses, not
including  several Mhouses landling
stoves, tinware, anmd other special
lines, In dry goods, clothing and kin-
dred lines there are eight or nine old
cstabiishiea houses. Other branches are
represented in about the same propor-
tion. which would indieate that, on
the basis of population, the field is well
occupied. Besides the local houses, a
large number of eastiern houses have
agencies here, or send their travellers
throvgh the country, making compe-
tition very keen in avery branei.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Friday Afternoon, Dec. 24,

Satarduay being o hollday this week
onr miarket roports close on Friday,
anad the paper is issued one day earlier
than usual Thesamo plan will be fol-
lowed next week, aly New Year's hoil-
day also falls on Saturday.

THE COMMERCIAL

RAW FORS.

A few small lots are coming in, but
so far the quantivy offering has been
Hght though Hberal onlloction of furg
are looked for this eeason, the weath-.
er heing favorable for trapplug. Oon
anothor pigoof this 1 suwe will be found
a reporbof tho quantlty of rurq to Lo
offerod at the Hudson's Bay Co.'s com-
tng sales In London,

GREEN FRUITS.

The country holiday trade was
about suppliod by the beginning of the
week, bub o good business wag done up
to the close of the wicek with the eity
trade. Dealers report that the eea-
son hak beew n geod  one and thelr
salps show u  conslderable increase
over lagt year. The lines in the mark-
ot are much the same ns lnst weck
and the same remarks made a week
ago silll applies to oranges. Later ar-
civals of Californin lemons are fiue
quallty. Oranges have bren casler,
but @ firmer markot I8 now laoked
(or on account of the frosts in Califor-
nin, Frost was reportel thr-e nights
in suecession, and if the frost has been
at all severe it wlll mean an-enormous
loks, a8 it s estimutel that five to
six milifon dollars worth of oranges
woro on the trebs. It does not takoe
a very sovere frost to utterly destroy
orangek. The frost drstroyy the ac-
thon of the ofl of tha rind in the fruit,
and in a short time the juics of tha
orange drles out. Frosted oranges
are utterly worthless. If the frost
is as severe as reported, higher prices
may be looked for.. for both orapges
and lemons., New dates were report-
e in 1ast weak, but it is sald the stock
was not new, but well kept
old etocks. Stocks of winter pears
are nearly c'eaned up. ‘Prlcgs are as
follows  Mexican oraunges, :;,4_._50 to
£5; navel oranges $4.50 to $3; ban-
anas, per bunch, $8 to $3.51; Call-
fornta lcmons, $4.50 to $5.00 a box,
Washington and Oregon pears, s2
to $2.25 per box; apples, Ontarlo stock,
$4 to $476 peor barrel; sox_n,h-
ornh apples, $¢ to §4.26 per bul; Cape
Col eranberries $750  to 8
per barrel; sweet potatoes $5.256 per
barrel; Maloge grapes, §8 ver
kex for medium, and $8.50 for
heavy weigits, Ontario black walnuts,
8o b cocoanuts, $1 per dozen.. Sleily
filberts, large 1le to 12¢ per lb; Gren-
oble walnuts, 13c; figs, faney elemes,
$1,40 to $1.50 pen 10 1b box, 30 1b
boxes 16¢; 50 1b. boxes, 17c per 1b;
dates 7 1-2¢ por pound; imported
celery 50 to 60c¢ per doz.

DRY GOUDS. !

Travelers are now out with ful ines
of syring somples. Local hou-es have
made preparations on a large seale fur
spring, business, and the trade will
Iind Winnipeg house. better prepared
than ever hefore 1o supply their re-
quirements, both as regards quan-
tity and variety. In some liues suel
ag mits, etc., o good trado has been
dgone with LEdmorton and also the
Crow's Nest construction camps.

FUEL.

Dealers stil find it difficult to keep
up, with thelr orders for Souris coal,
the demancd being large, in addition
to which some delays have been ex-
yerienced ab the mines as well as In
sbipplng. There are no clhanges mn
coo) or wooa fuel, the tendency of
cordwood leing easy, if anytbing.
The Winnipeg school board Is calilng
for tenders for cordwood, tenders to'bo
in by December 81. .- .
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LUMBER. .

Buslnoss for present wants {s very
sflow. Tho feature of inteve-t now is
in regare  to prices for the apring
tiade. In thds respect the outlook Is
very strong, asd there L almost o cer-
taity that prices will be iigher on
0 goot many lnes for  the spoag
trade. In taet prices have already
becnt advancca by the Dritisti Colum-
ba manutacturers on several lnes, iu-
clud.iyr an auvance ol 25 enws on » hin-
gles,  There 1y atso tatk of some ad-
vanees on white pine lamber tor the
sprng,  trade. Wianlpeg  quotations
have not becn advanced on any Lius
yot., here 1s ccarcely auytolug do-
nye NOWw, and dealers are therefore not
i hurry to follow advaaces by maa-

ulacturors.

Regaraing  the Britfsh  Columbla
tindo, tt Is wele  kiowal that the ane-
ber trade on the Pactiic const fuws been
m o moet uncatisfactory state for
gears,  Cuttang in prices has  pre-
valled there to such an extunt that o
number of the mils were forced o
close. The pr.ces of logs were cut
dowan, wages were cut dowi,, in fact
evorytiung  apuuy the lumber trado
wop cut down to g starvation basis.
Tnoso remuning {n the trade are no
aoubt Legunning to see the folly of
carrylng on busines in this way, aod
with tho general revival (n tradoe at
the coast, tluere are fadr prospaets for
getting the lumber business into bet-
ter shape. Hgher fraght rates at
the coast and peareity oi vessels has
1mited the export trade somewinat

tately.
GROCBRIES,

Toe wen market is quiet, the iolis
aay trade belng over., ‘Bhe Untario
pekers of caunesdt goods nad o meet-
mg, at Toronto recentsy, and from
thelr reports 16 sovins that the situa-
tion  regarding  tomutoes s very
nrm. It was sadd that there are only
a few puckers houwdng tonutees low,
aud they are very strong in  their
wiews,  Some Toronto jhbem have
wlvanced prices to 95¢, and 90c¢ to
93¢ Is quoted at Toronto, whi.e $1 or
more is belag taleed on tomatees {uter
on,  Some packers reported go.d
sales o! guods for export, whlch is
exerting o strong influence on tie
market  Bugars are firm at the re-
cent advanves.  Molasses and syrups
are flrm,

HARDWARE, PAINTS, BTC,
Dealers ave stoek-taking,  Business

is duall and prices nominal, No new
features reported this week,

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT ~The great feature of tu-
terest in wheat is the big “deal’ in
Decemmber wlheat in  Cldcago. This
deal 18 on a gigantic scale aad has
brought about some very peculiar con-
ditions, such as the carrying to Chi-
cago of enormous quantities of wheat,
by partles wiio were short, to fill con-
tracts. Not ouly has wheat Leen
taken from Daluth to Chicago, but
it has actually been brought iwest-
ward from eastern lake ports, in de-
fiance of all laws of trade, Of course
tlds has Dbeen dome at a heavy ex-
pense to those who were short, but
there was no course open for them
but to pocket thelr losses, The con-
centration of many million bushe's of
wheat in the hands of a single inter-
est, a5 a result of this deal, is n» very
strong feature in the situation, and
one swhich no doubt advantage will
be tnken of to further manipulate the

< market in future options,

The local situation is quiet, There



