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THY COMMERCIAL,.,

eyo of an honest man thero isno difference.
But in the eyo of the law the one is frequently
shiclded, while tho other isnot. The thicf can
bo apprehended on the street and dragged off
to prison, but the dead-beat must nov oven be
asked on the strect to pay up. A Canadian
court it is said has receatly duclared that it
constitutes an assault to ask a man onthe
street for money due. Homust not be dunned
through the mails on a post card, cte., etc.,
and in various other ways he is protected from
the indignity which is justly due him, as well
as shielded from legal process by technicalities,
quibbles, etc. \What right has the dead beat
any more than the thief to any such protection
or exenmption ¥

Then there is the civil service dead beat, who
is by no mecans a rara «vis, who is actually en-
couraged in dishonesty by the protection
afforded him from his creditors. In his case
it seems the Government actually hecomes an
accomplice in cheatery. The honest men in the
service should make an effort to have this
stigma removed.

The proper purport of law would seem to be
to provide a simple, inexpensive and speedy
means of obtaining justice for and meintaining
the rights of citizens. Isitsinple? Is it io-
expensive? The man who would go to law
wiwa any such belief, would certainly prove
hiwself a simpleton indeed. Instead of being
simple and inexpensive, it i3 so intricate, so
tardy and so expensive, that men who have
had a taste of law, will prefer to sufter great
injustice, indignity and loss, rather than in-
voke its ¢ protection.” Were the law made
simple and inexpensive it would never suit the
host of legal lights, who get their best pickings
through the technicalities, quibbles and intri-
cacies of the system. That the law stands in
its present unsatisfactory state is perhaps
largely due to the facs that the legal gentlemen
who take go active a part in assisting to make
the law also make their Jiving out of it.

PROPOSED EXHIBITIOF FOR WINNIPEG.

The new city council has made a commmenda-
ble move in at once taking up the question of
hoiding an exhibition in Wionipeg next fall, as
suggested by Mayor Pearson. The council is
not taking hold of the matter a day too soon.
It i3 not too early to thoroughly oryanize and
begin to get things in shape for the exhibition.
The earlier organization is perfected the better,
and cfforts to make he proposed exhibition a
great success, should not be allowed to flag
untilall arrangements have been fully perfected.

Wionnipeg can and will do something credita-
ble if the people will only get down to the
work in real earnest, and as already intimated,
the matter is not being taken up any too early
in the year. If it is fully decided to goon
with the affair (and there is no reason to doubt
that such will not be the decision), let the work
commence in earnest at once. A firat-class ex-
hibition or nothing should be the motto. Some-
thing that will eclipse all former efforta in this
live should b~ the resolve from the start.

Grounds aud buildings will have to be pro-
cured for the exhibition, and these should be of
a permancnt nature. They shouldfirst be inas
central a locality as can be secured, and build-

ings of a creditablo nature should be ereoted.
If good buildings are erected, they well be an
incontive to continue the exhibitions in the
future. It would bs a penny-wiso poticy to
put up inferior buildings. Wo should go in
with the understanding that the exhibition is to
be a permanentaflair, to beheld every year. Not
a spasmodic effort this year and dropped noxt.
Creditable grounds and buildings are, there-
fore, tho first thing necessary, and when these
are procured there will bo & great deal accom-
plished toward the permanecnoy of the ¢ hibi-
tion, and its success in future yenrs.

Winnipeg has shown very little interest and
ambition in this matter in years past. Exhi.
bitions which have been held spasmodically in
the past, have not been at all creditable to
either thoe city or country.  An effort should be
made to retriove our reputation in this respoct.
The plan of interesting all the different organiza.
tions in the work is a good one. ‘Though the pur-
pose of the exhibition should be largely to make
a display of the agricultural products of the
country, it should by no means stup there, Lot
it be an exhibition of the natural wealth of all
western Canada, agricultural, mincral or othor-
wise. An offort should be imade to have every
district west of tho great lakes represonted;
every industry shown forth, It shoutd not be
a Winnipeg sffair. but for the benefit of all the
country. If the exhibition can bes worked up
on these lines, it should prove of great advan.
tago to the country at large. It could be ad-
vertised all over the country, and so doubt
very low cxcursion rates could be arranged for
from eastern Canade and from Minnesota.
Reduced local rates can no doubt be secured.

The usual farmers’ excursions from the castare
in about the time of year the exhibition would

be held. Such an exlubition us this should
prove to be an advertisemeat for the country of
great value.

In addition to displays of products, etc., the
occasion should be made one of general celebra-
tion. Advantage should be taken of every
possible eans of drawing a great crowd, and
adding to the attractive features of the exhibi-
ticn week. In this way it could be made to
prove of considerable commercial value to the
city, and the citizens would be amply repaid
for the time and money given to the enterprise.
The city may be expected to come down hand-
somely, both in a private and public capacity,
in aiding the enterprise. As a first class ex.hi-
bition would be of great advantage to the
country at large, it is only fair to also expect a
good grant from the Legislature. Let ‘tho
citizens start in ecarnestly to provide the cele-
bration, and the country the agricultural,
mineral and other exhibits, and the affair will
be a success. It would also scem to be o good
idea to have the country representedon the man-
agement. If representative men all over the
country could be interested in the matter, it
would have the effect of creating a more favor-
able impression outside. Besides, one good
mui in each district taking a part in the affair,
woild mean that he would interest a aumber

of hiy ncighbors o attend aud sead oxhibits.
The couutry should have au exhibition in
keeping with the vastness of its resources, and
now thut Winnipeg has taken hold of the
m. tter, let it be carried through with enthusi-
asm and eaergy,

ALL PAYOR THE CONYERTION.

Every mail brings a batch of lotters from
country dealers, all favorablo—~many enthusias-
tically so—to the proposed rotailers' convention
at Wignipeg. The majority seem to think that
about the middle of March would be'the best
time for holding the convention. *It will result
in great good to all concerned,” says one.
Anothor writes that “it is just the thing
required by tke country merchants.,” Auothoer
says “thero are a great many subjoots of ¢om-
mon interest which could be profitably dis-
cussed at sucl a gathering.” A number refer
to tho butter question, and are anxious that
somo action should be taken to havo this trade
placed on a more satisfactory basis. One
dealer says :  “Thero cannot be one solid ob.
jection raised against the couvention. By
all means call a convention, ” Another
says “‘there aro a scoro of subjects which might
be discussed, and conclusions arrived at which
would place the retail dealers ¢f the west ina
position worthy of their calling. The preseat
system of giving credit is a burlesque on trade.’
Anotber dealer complains of the exemption
laws, as a great injury o dealers, and thinks
thismatter might be discussed and broughtbefore
tho Legislature while it is in session. Retail
merchants in %he country towns have good
reason to complain of the exemption regulations,
and the reference to this point by the corres.
pondent referred to is timely. The exemption
regulations as a rule work directly to the dis.
advantage of the retail dealer, whilein some
respects  favoring other creditors of the
facmers.

Another matter which is referred to bya
correspondentwho wrjtes in favor of the conven.
tion, is the freight regulations,which allows set-
tlers to bring inlarge quantities of commodities-
for sale, at very low freight rates. Considerabla
quantities of provisions, etec., are broughtin
from the east by incoming settlers, at the very
low freight rates charged on settlers’ effects,
while merchauts who import the same class of
goods, would have to pay double the rates,
Goods brought in in this way can therefore be
sold at Jower prices than are charged by regu-
lar dealers. In this matter the railway com-
panies could be requested to see that only such
articles as can be legitimately classed as
settlers' effects, should be allowed to comein
under the immigrant freight tariff.  These aro
only a few of the poiats mentioned in letters
received, but they are sufiicient :0 show that
the idea of holding a convention is being
heartily endorsed by retailers all over the
couutry. .

THE partoership existing between A. F.
Reykdal and B. L. Baldwinson, boot and shoe
merchants, Winnipeg, has been dissolved by
mutual covsent, Thebusiness will be carried
on by A.F. Reykdal.

A number of delegates from muni-
cipalities along the line of the
Manitoba and Northwestorn railway arriv-
ed in Winnipeg last week to ask the local gov-
ernment to assume the burden of the Lonuses
granted to that railway company. Theamount
of the bonuses which the municipalities want
the Government to assume ix about $340,000.




