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* LIQUOR 11< TUE TERRITORIES.
Tire liquor question is again tiro al

absorbing matter in the Territories. Titis
question lia long beau. tire great beono of
contention in the Territories, and recont
official action lias caused tire agitation to
break out afreali with rcdoubled encrgy.
WVith the change of governors, have Coule
changes ini tire liquor regulations, Mfr.
Roy»I havir'g apparontly tako'n it upon
hiimself te institute certain new departures.
Comiplaints were nuincrous against Mr.
Dwedney's admiinietrati,r. of the permit
systoni but Mfr. Royal lias succecded
wvitbin a few wveek's of bis cornin- into,
office, ini working up a storni of indigna-
tio.i agaiîlst his administration of the
liquer regulations. *Since Mfr. Royal
carne into office, it is said individual per.
mlite to import liquor inte the Territories
have been -ranted iîndiscriminately te ail
corners, and thus prohibition in the country
is rendered siniply a farce. Indeed, thero
aiways habeen a good deal of afarce about
the alleged prohibitory regulations in tho
Territories, though ini sorie lirnited sections
of the country, more particularly the at-
ern portion, ne doubt considerable benefit
bias beon derived front the prohibitory
rùegulatione.

The wholesale systein of issuing periite
te imnport liquor into the cou ntry, has beon
followved by another proeeeding which has
called forthc-onsiderableoppesition,namely;
thte,,ranting of a license, te the newv O.P. R.
Cols. hotel at Banff te seil liquors. StilV
more rccently another order lias been
iseuedf, allowing tire importation of huer
of a certi a strengtb, te bo sold under
certain restrictions. Tire temperance
people naturally look upoa these newv
regulations as a move ln the direction of
sweeping away the restrictive re.gulations
entirely. It j ice thin edge ofthowedge,
tbey say, which wvill apparcntly soon end
in the introduction of a regular liquor
licence systeni. Somte of the temperance
people wvould prefer ai license systemt te
the prescrnt regulations, with the partia-
Jity shown in tloeir administration. On
the other baud those favorable te licence
are .opposed te the new regulations, on
account of tho peculiar manner in wvbich
are they te be adniinistered, and tho addi-
tional grounds which they afford for show-
ing favoritism. Again, ail classes of tire

peoplu are opposed te tire now regulatione
<oxcept tire fow wvlo rnay be personally
benellttcd tberehy) oni tire grouiid that, the,
changes8 have beoc mnade without cocisuit-
ing tire people. IL was expected that,
under thre non' nct for tiie administration
of governmont jn tiro 'Territorice, tire
people, througb thoir rppresentatives,
'vould ho given serpe opportunity of pro.
nouncing upon important questions.
It appr.ars, lioeo'er, that th~e one-mian
poNver wvill still continue te bo largely
vested in tho Governor. Genîeral elections
wveru latoly beld throughout thed' errîtories,
under tire nowv act, and iL mi-lit have
been expected that before making the
radical changes oE such ai important
nature, an opportui ity would have been
g'iven tho newvly.elected represontatives te
express ant opinion thereon. Sucb,
evidently je net Mfr. Royal's intention,
and lie doubtîcess considers hîmself luore
comupotent te judgeocf tire requiremnents
cf tire country, after a few îveeks' resid-
once therein, tlman tire elected represent-
atives cf the peop!e.

The granting of a licence te thre C.P.R.
hotel at Banff, (National Park) le certainly
a display of favoritismn te say tire least.
Mfr. Royal excuses himself for ordering a
licence for ticis hiotel on tire ground that
tire promoters bave invested a Yreat deal.
cf capital in thu hotel, and therefore the
least tire governînont could do wvas 'te
give it a licence. The liconsp, je te soul
ivines and beer only. Now thie je a very
foolish irgument. Othiers have invested
capital in the Territories, and why should
net they reccivo rlicense also? Tire O.P.R.
compamy învestod capital in the limtel,
knowing that prohibitôry regulationas
wore in force. Furtlber, tho ameunit in-
vested in the hiotel le but a trifle fer time
companry, wvhilst mnany private persone
]lave invested ai tboy possess. :Reaon-
able excuse nmay be made for granting a
licence te the C.P.R. hotel, oit the ground
that iL le locatcd in tire National Park,
as a sumamoer resort for touriste, aria that
tire goverient of tire park will bo ad-
ministered separatcly frein ether portions
of the Territeries. This lineocf reasoning-
might have beau adepted with some dogree
of faim ose, but ln this case ethor hotels
in the park corning up te a certain
standard in providing accommodation,
-%vould aise ]lave a juet claint for a licence
aimilar te that granted the O.P.R hotol.

Tire more recent erder allowing the sale
of hoer throughout the Territeries, under
certain restrictions, liai, ne douht been'an

outeomo cof tho Crantin" cf a licence te
Lte Batif! Ilotel. Tire popular clamor
agaimmet tire licensin g cf Vihat hotel, oni tire
greund cf favoritism, liàs iîcduced tihe
governor te issue an order providing for
thce sale of beom. But whilst-tho 0 *P.Rl.
hotel can sell wines and lier cf any
strenatli, tire licences whiclm will ho itsued
to certain ether hotels will be.fer the sale
of beor cîîly and te centain not more than
four per cent, cf aicohol. Licenso for tho
sale cf this beer witl ho granted te hotels
liaving separate bedroom accommodation
for net lese than twelve pemsomcs. The
sale of heer wvill noL bo allowed bettvoen
tire ]tours cf ton e'clock on Saturday aven-
ing and savon e'cleck Monday niorning;
noer te persons under fourteen years cf
age, and te thmose cf intemperato'. habits.
UJpon beer Èsela a tax Jf ton cents per
gallon will ho collected. Thmis latter je
oe cf the features which je strongly
objectcd te by the people cf the Terri.
tories. Thîey naturally foul te sc why
tùey will he cecnpalled te pay a epecial
tax upon weak beor, wlmiclc j5 net levied
in other parte3 of the country. Public
meetings bave been held tlîroughout, tho,
country te discues the liquor -question,
alla at one cf these, held at Calgary, a
resehitica wvas passed demanding that tihe
sanie p-ivileges ho granted other parte e!
thse country as hiad leen extenedà te the
O.P.R. hutel nt Banff; also asking that
tire people cf tire Territeries be givon cen-
trol over thse liquer question, instead of
as noNw having Lime liquor rpgulations
adininistered by tire liominion Govern-
nment and the Governoe appeinted by VIe
Govemement. The tenîperance people
cemplain that Limace licences te ccli beer
were net asked for by tire people, and
that tire Govornment bias broken faitht
with thse people ici iecuing these licences,
as it -%vas understood tise opinion of tho
Legisiative Assembly wvould ho secured
heforo any changes wveuld bo mande ini the
liquor regulations.

Aneother j ust cause for complain t against
thse new Territorial liquor regùlations je
found in the closing of tire local breweries,
'whiiet tbe importation ef tire beer je
allowed. Fornmerly light beer was allow-
ed te ho sold in the Territeries ivith(,ut,
restriction. Ucider tiisystem a nuniber.
of breweries wcro establislied at differ'eit 4

poin"ts la the Territorios, for thse manu-
facture cf thie light beer. Ini ceute in-
stances, as ici thse case cf thse Mooso Jaw
browory, quite a sumn o! money had bèen
invcsted lu plant. Lst fallan orderv.e
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