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COMMIERCIAL UNJON.

Those who fail to discover' the practiorn.
bility of forming a commercial union
with the United States svibo accept the
assurance given themss by disinsterested
writers in the commercial capital of' the
Republic, thsat "it is impossible that tie

United States woulid everadmit Cansada
" ta any voice in their tariff reguilations ;"
and whvo believe, on the authori i y of tihe
writer of I Current Events "l in the Cana-
dian Moniltly, that " the idea of discrimi-
I nating.againist the mssother country, while

Vwe are a dependency, is totailly out of the
question," have been honored by Mr.

Goldwin Smith, in iis Bystander, with
the designation of ' " Aniti.Continsenitatlists."
Hle, however, assures his readers thiat " the
" bottoi lias fallen out of tise Anti-Conti-
"nisental policy; its msainstay, ansd the
4 source of its lite, Britislh J ingoisi, is
" no more." We sincerely hope tiat, if'
it is no maore, the Bysander vill cease te
distress iisself On the stbjeet. Not a
single number of that periodical ias been
issued without somie rer'esnce ta J ingo.
isi, a tern which consveys very littie
meaning ta Canadians, althougi we have
been assured by the Bystander that a
wave of Jingoism lihas svept over the
country. The advocates of commercial
union in the United States are sincere.
They make no secret of their real object,
which is ta annex the territories te the
north of thein te the Republic. We cin
scarcely imagine that any Cansadian cis
be se deluded as ta iniiginse that the peo.
ple of the United States sre anxiotis ta
promote the interests of Canada in their
advocacy of annexation. If we were un-
weýv;re of the proclivities of the learned

editor of the Bystander, we should scarce-

ly imagine tiat lie would be anxios ta
annex Canada ta a cointry witi sicl
defective institutions as lie considers
those of the Untited States. Tu1 tie very
last number ie assures his readesrs that
the Republie " lias esaped," tiough
" the danger wras grat." " Every eigine
of force and fraud "l iad been plied, and,
if successfuls, " civil war could hardly have
I been avoiIed." Al tihese hazards are
oiving ta " the perilous tendencies of tise
elective Presideincy." This elective P1resi-
deincy is "a iost serious source of dan.
ger" in the opinion Of M'r. Go alwins
Smlsiti, ansd, as the leasrned professsor is a
citizen of the Vorld, hie ouglit ta lose ie
time in reforming the political institutions
of the Republie before attemuipting *te
nite Cassaca ta l cousntr-y in whielh, in
his opinsion, there is periolically serious
danger of revolution, osr, aut all events,
civil vas'.

We avin that ve filndu it difticult ta lis.-
cuss the subject of commercial union
seriously, because Ve are wholly unsablae
te believe in tie sicerity of its advocates.
Wliens wie finud tie question put by the
Bstanîdcr, " What is coiniercial union

but reciprocity made cosplete, instea(l
i i nicopilete, aici las tinsg in1stead ai

unstable ;'I and whsens we find the
Montrea'I Specl, tie latest coivert
toMr. Goldwin Silith, ensquiring what the
difference in prinsciple is, between an lim-
perial Zollverein andI a coinImercial union
withs the States, ve cannot buit doubt the
sincerity of tie enquirers. We hlave male
a quotation froin the wvriter of Current
Events, a few years ago. Ve should be
glad if the Spcctator or' Mr'. Goldwins
Smith woid state distinctly their viewrs
as ta imuposing discriminating duties
against the Mother Country, and reiain-
ing a dependency. We are not aware that
the Speclator ias as yet avoved imissself
favorable te ainsexations, and lie iay pas-
sibly see sane mode of reconciling the
continiance of the connection vits coi-
mercial union. Tiere is aiother point
ai whichs there lias net been as yet any
suflicient explanation : Hrow is the com-
mo tarit ta ie adjusted ? What proba-
bility is tiere that a commssson tarif' would
exactly suit the requirenents of the two
countries? The advocates of commercial
union have mssost cariefully avoided details,
and have placed their' chief reliaice on
exciting discontenst among the people
at tie depressioi iviicil has se long pre-
vailed, but froin vhsici the country is
beginning at laist ta .recover. lhe By-
stander seeis ta imagine that those wio
point out the absurdity of lis scheime of
commercial union are in ,b state of alarm

at the progress vhicis lias been made. Ie
even insintsses that, if tIe people cotild
vote "u nîder the protectian of the ballot,
tie result wouild Istoish the politicians.'
l ainost the next senîtence he adi its

that "l power is in tie lainds of politicians,
" and the poaliticianss, IVith fam exceptions,
" hava beesi br'ed is the Anti-Continenta
"sciool." WIy, ive wroild ask, does not

r. (oldwin Simith, as' saime aise Of his
adhser'ensts, fouiid a new part.y ta rry
coimsercial union i, appl ta tie
people I unsder tise protection of the bal-
lot.." lie aLhisits thit lie is iot "I sangninle

as ta tie inInediate issie Of the debate,''
Oaving ta "a conventioial tyianisyofsen-
Il timîent vhich lias preclucied fiee discis.
"sions.", This reference ta Saume restraint
11pons free discussion is eaong the most
extraor'dinary a the B.ysta(eer's state-
imsents. One wvousld really iniaginse that tie
Caiadian press iad been tunsdert a censor.
lre tells, us as if it was qusite a r-ecenstcns-
cession, that "freedom of thotght ansd
discussion lias ut least been asse'ted."
Mr. Goldvin Simîith may posssibly imssaginse
that lie lias been the first person te claii
free discussion, but le wVill finld feI ta
agree witlh him. 'lie iIst thing that tihe
aIvocates Of coe rcial union desire is
" friee discussion.'

TH1E CIlAPLEAU-PRENTICE AFAM

We have decided ta deal at present
viths onsly aie branchi of this ratler coi-

plsicated quarrel, but it is reaily tje aise
of most impssortaînce ta the public. We
shall not at preseist enter on the subject
of the persoa-s l charges preferred by -Mr.
Prenltice against 'Mr Daisereau, and in-
ferentially against Mr. Chapleau, of hav-
sîg personal objects te gain withl refeienco
te tei Quebec loans. We have ia doubt
tiat there is a great deal Of evidence ta
be prodiced vith rereence ta these
charges, anid wve masy oar msay not think the
subject vorti noticing lereafter.

What tie public are interested in is
the alleged ill-treatnent o Mr. Prentice
in his capacity as a coniidenstial agent of
the Quebec Gover'înmenst employed ta
negotiate t 1oa, which wS'as taken out of
lis hsands withontiatice, and, as lie alleges,
ta bis serious loss. lise 'lirst and most
important question is as ta Mr. Prentice's
position, that is ta say, whether ie ever
was riecognized as ais agent of the Quebec
G oveinmusîent, and if se, whIsen (dic suis
agency commence. IL ustit be obvious
tit a broker cannot act foi' two parties
iaving adve-se initer'ests at the saime
tuse, any more than a lawryer. can take
fees from plaintiff and defensdant. If we
are not greatly msistakenhen hr. keg..


