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Shortly after th | of Queb ¢
ceded her rigat of sovereignty to Great
Br which m with the cep
tion of ne matters not fully provided for
in the treaty between the Powers, the two
rad awve  dwelt  together n peae nd
amit no portion of the population of
Canada have Dbeen more loyal than t
French-Canadians in their efforts to assi

r with other British ubjects,
building up the great Canadign nation which
from the Atlantic Ocean to the
f Ocear and from the United States
to ‘‘the Frozen Ocean which washes the
northern shores of British North America.

As years passed by, and the country east
of Lake Huron became populous and pros-
perous, it was found necessary to build
railways to facilitate tramsportation, and to
unite the different portions of the country
by mstructing great  highway through
Upper and Lower Canada and the easte
Maritime Provinees, and for that purpose
the Grand Trunk Railway was built, which,
together with other important railways taen
also being built, gave an immense impetus
to the settlement and development of the

portion of Canada east of Lake Huron

Until the enrly fifties of the nineteenth
century very little was known of the country
west of Lake Huron, and it was generally
supposed to be a rugged, cold, barren and
inhospitable country, more suitable for wild
snimals and savage Indians than for eivil-
ised settlement and commercial development.

It was in the year 1850, when I was

emerging from boyhood, that I met in Barrie

OF (.P.R. ROAD
1 h tleman from Kent, England
wnd we arranged to undertake a trip irom
Barrie to Sault Ste. Marie for the purpose
of exploring north shore o ,
nd al fo ¢ and fish
pr t ot wi Mani
the € tou Is d 1
the ribution of the
the rnm e duy
Ind that ther habited
wround Lakes Huron and Super
We purchased a small barl
we transported by tae old military road from
Barrie the Willow River, dow which w
paddled to the Nottewasa
down it AK€ Huro
r t of Lak
he we outfitted
After a delightful trip, durir which we
r great deal of the countr bordering
the north shore of Lake Huron, we went to
the distribution of the presents to tae
[ndiar I'here were
SEVERAL THOUSAND INDIANS
regated 1 of the Ind war
for Y ver looking mer War
I u hle nd AT race
Wit t u h there were upwards
f four hundred barl A0 We
visited the Wallace copper mine on the White
fish River s well o he Bru min We
the eturned to the site of an old saw-mill,
wbout five miles from the village of Mani
towa g whier raspherries grew in pro
fusion, and wild pigeons we innumerable
Havir hot a great number of taese birds
we embarked on the old steamer Gore, and
proceeded to Sturgeon Bay nd thence in
our canoe to the Coldwater River, where we
put our e on a wagon and transported it
to Orillia, and then, launching our canoe on
L.ake Couchiching, we paddled back to Bar
ri¢ t dn this trip that [ noticed
the ests of white nine that existed
throughout the country we had visited.
In the year 1854 I secured tae most
vailable of the e timber by taking up
ome fifteen hundred squa miles of timber
limits, and ent o lar portion of the
ears 18551857 exploring through the coun
try north of Lakes Huron and Superior, and
between Lake Simeoe and the Michipicoten
River, which discha its water into Lake
Superior
It was when exploring this portion of
Canada that the idea of tti an extension
of the railway syvstem that centred in Tor
onto first oceurred to me, and waich 1
thought mig in due time be extended to
the Red River in the present Province of
Manitoba.
On my return to Toronto, at the end of
the year 1857, I learnt that the Imperial

Government had sent out an expedition, un
der the command of Captain Palliser, to ex-
plore British territory between Lake Super-
ior and the Pacific Coast, and at the same
time T heard that rich deposits of gold had
been discovered in the valley of the Fraser
River in British Columbia., It then struck
me that it might be possible to extend the
railway I had projected from Toronto to the
Red River all the way across the continent,
entirely through British territory, to the
Pacific Coast,




