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18 JOHN DE LA LANDE

his soul in peace. A few miles had still to be covered
before they sighted the Mohawk village; two days
later the Iroquois made their triumphal entry into
Inhumanly Andagaron with their prisoners. The
tortured village was familiar to Father Jogues

who had spent his thirteen months’
captivity there, but it was a terrifying sight that
now met his gaze. Men, women and children, howl-
ing and gesticulating, and wild with joy over his
capture, hurled menaces against him of torture and
death. John de la Lande shared these insults and
barbarous treatment with his saintly companion.
‘You shall both die to-morrow,” the chiefs exclamed;
“your heads will fall under our tomahawks and will
be placed on our palisades to show your brethren
what fate awaits them.” These wild threats were
echoed from mouth to mouth by the savages, and
to show the two prisoners how deeply in earnest
they were, they began to cut bits of flesh from their
arms and devour them before their eyes.

And yet, amid those horrors the two men had a
few friends among the Wolf and Turtle clans of the
Mohawk nation who sympathized with them and
wished to save them. But the members of the
Bear clan would not listen; they ignored the pledges
taken at the treaty of Three Rivers and clamored all
the louder for vengeance; only the death of the two
whitemen would placate them. Still higher interests
had to be safe guarded; the treaty was an accom-
plished fact; the present affair affected the welfare of
the whole nation; and as private vengeance urged by
the hostile Bear clan was not officially recognized, it
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