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unwolronic controvorsy. On tlio rc'toration uf

poaco ill l<)l.'), tlio I'tMlcrJil j»!irty Iclt like moi,,

wlio, as by a, niiiach,', liiid tliomsiclvcs safe from

tlio most appalliiii; jHiil. 'J'lioir joy was too cn-

j^rossinjj; to permit u vindictive reciiironce to the

causes of that peril. Every emotion of animosity

was permitted to subside. From that time until

the a])pearance of Afr Adams' publication, they

liad cordially joined in tlie j,f(Mieral irratulation on

tlie prosperity of their country, and the security of

its institutions. 'They were conscious of no devia-

tion from patriotic duty, in (Uti/ mrdsnrc wherein

they had acted, or which had passed with their

approbation. 'I'hey were not only contented, but

sirateful, in the j>rospect of the duration of civil

liberty, according to the forms which the j)eo|)Ie

had deliberately sanctiomMJ. These objects being

secured, they cheerfully acquiesced in the admin-

istration of government, by whomsoever the peo-

ple might call to [)l;icos of trust, and of honor.

With such s(MitiuH'Uts and feelings, the j)iiblic; caiuiot

but i)aitici|)ate in tlu^ astonishment of the inideisiiiiied,

at the time, the manner, and the nature, of Mr Adams's

])ublication. We make no attempt to assign motives

to him, nor to comment on such as may be ima-

gincHl.

The causes of past controversies, passing, as they

were, to oblivion among existing generations, and

arranging thenjselves, as they must do, for the impartial

scrutiny of future historians, tin; revival of them can

be no less distastciful to the public, than j)ainful to us.

Yet, it could not be expected, that while Mr Adams,


