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caufe he withed to prepare the nation for the parliamentary fettle-

mcnt * which may take place on the fubmifTion of the colonies,

both by fuggefting to the legiflature itfelf all the information which

can be derived from the piireft and moft fatisfa£tory precedents of

ancient hiftory, and by attempting to reconcile the minds of the

people in general to that fettlement, when they fliall find it, per-

haps, Supported by the policy of thofe ages which enjoyed the

moft perfect civil liberty.

f

In purfuing his inquiries, the writer has not fatisfied himfelf with

any fecondary authorities. He has had recourfe totheoriginals them-

felves ; and, that every reader, who chufes to take the trouble, may-

be fatisfied of his integrity and candour, he has been always care-

ful to refer to the fources from which he derived his information.

The multiplicity of ancient authors, whofe names appear on the

margin, may give an air of pedantry to the performance; but this

circumftance will be of fmall importance, if it fhall add weight and

convidlon. -

CHAP.

• The public feems to expeA fuch a fettlement. The proclamation of the Com-

miifioners in America offers a revifal of the exceptionable adls of parliament : And

the capital publications on the fide of government give hints of reprefentalion..


