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falling into idolatrous worship. But, the Saviour
promised in the Scriptures by the inspired writers,

arose kt length to astonish mankind, and to bring
them back for ever from that idolatry to a religion

which alone is worthy of the highest degree of in-

telligence to which the mind of man can arrive; a
religion which, while it allows him the most exten-
ded use of that intelligence in the contemplation
of the works of Creation, teaches him, also, to be
contented with the limits which appear to be fixed

to it; and being convinced of the existence of an
Almighty Protector, to feel the glowing pleasure

of the adoration of Him, to be among his purest

and most comforting sensations.

These cheering reelings of the heart and mind,
cold and joyless Atheism is void of, and thereby
its errors' are proved; because the almost universal

feeling of these emotions, and their cultivation by
nations who have at all risen above idolatrous wor-
ship, is a proof that these emotions cume from the

hands of Nature and Reason, and they appear to

form the links of a chain which connects this with

a future state of existence.

The supporters of the doctrine of chance, how-
ever, disdaining to be contented with the Scrip-

tural account of Creation, have formed various wild

and futile notions to account for it, in order, no

doubt, to seek for distinction by opposing the

generally received doctrines ; but finding, as I

trust to have shewn, the total impotence of chance,

of APPETENCIES, PRINCIPLES OF ORDER, POSSIBLE

COMBINATIONS OF MATERIAL FORMS, and of LAWS
OF NATURE, &c. &c., to Satisfy the inquiring mind
of man, they have been obliged to conclude with


