
M Chapter I,

oil tlie ncv»'ly frozen ice, where walking is as easy and romfort-

able as on a well-trodden path, and then coming up to the

snow-( ovcred surface of the old ice again, that one thoroughly

appreciates for the first time what it means to go without

snow-shoes ; the ditTcrence is something marvellous. Even if

I have not felt warm before, I break out into a perspiration

after going a short distance over the rough ice. But what can

one do ? One cannot use snow-shoes ; it is so dark that it is

difticult enough to grope one's way about with ordinary boots,

and even then one stumbles about, or slips down between great

blocks of ice.

" 1 am now rending the various English stories of the polar

expeditions during the Franklin period, and the search for

him, and I must admit 1 am filled with admiration for the^j

men and the amount of labour they expended. The English

nation, truly, has cause to be proud of them. 1 remember

reading the^e stories as a lad, and all my boyish fancies

were strangely thrilled with longing for the scenery and tlie

f.cenes which were displayed before me. I am reading them

now as a man, after having had a little experience myself,

and now, when my mind is uninfluenced by romance, I bow
in admiration. There was grit in men like Parry, Franklin,

James Ross, Richardson, and last, but not least, in M'Clintock

—and, indeed, in all the rest. How well was their equipment

thought out and arranged, with the means they had at their

disposal. Truly, there is nothing new under the sun. Most

of what I prided myself upon, and what I thought to be new,

I find they had anticipated. M'Clintock used the same thing

forty years ago. It was not their fault that they were born in

a country where the use of snow-shoes is unknown, and where

snow is scarcely to be found throughout the whole winter.

Nevertheless, despite the fact that they had to gain their

experience of snow and snow travel during their sojourn up

here—despite the fact that they were without snow-shoes and

had to toil on as best they could with sledges with narrov;


