
t'oino tlio (.IjiuctidiiH (if I \\i):>.i: \v]k) iiro cDntiiiimlly
cliiu'KinK >i« with buiiij; ciii^agtd in a work tlial

in wholly Utojiiaii.

It vvuH stuttid in Parliament a fow
(IiiVH MKo. >)y a K<'i>'Ii!'im'i opjioscd to the
I'liruoHCK of th(i Li'HKOt! that our objects could
i«n(!r ho ohtaiiu'd, iink-ss (Jroat Uritain woidfl
admit, to her inarkutH colonial prodiict.s fnx,',

wtiilst oxactinK a duty npoii iiK^rcliandi/.e coin-
iiig from forciKu counlric'.s, and I hat, ho Huid, the
\lotli(n- Country would never do. It. is not by
any means <;lear that thia gentleman was correct
in the Btatemont ho made, and if he wore it

would in mv opinion bo no hindrance to tho
unity of the f^nipire upon a printii)lc that would
preserve and continue it, and in such a way that
if the KnKlish-.speakinK pt^oplc in America are
ajiain to be; made; otte, the reunion could take
place under the old flaK rather thoji under the
new. 1 remain very truly yours, etc.,

C. N. Skinnek.
KROM I'ROF. ttOLDWIN SMiTIl.

TheGraxgk, Toronto, March 16, 1888.

Dear Mr. Mkhhitt,—Accept my best thanks
for your courtesy in sending in" and Mrs. Gold-
win Smith invitations for the mcetintc of the
Imperial Federation League. I should have
liked very much to be there, but wc a e off for
tihe South to-morrow.

Very truly yours,
UoLDWiN Smith.

W. Hamilton Merritt, Esq.

FROM Pk'i.VCIPAL GRANT.
Qi'KKN's Univkrsitv, KINGSTON, March '20th.

May yon have a most successhil meeting and
^rive an impetus to tho good cause all over the
Province I I wish 1 could be with you.

Ever yours,
G. M. Grant.

othi:k iuickkts.

Hon. Joseph Royal telegraphed as follows :

])alton McCarthy, Pres. Imperial Federation
League, Toronto.

Am engaged in L'Assoniption election. Kc-
gret it wiii be impossible to be j)rcscnt at your
league meeting. J. Kovai,.

Tho *'"'

Mr. Justice Burton,
Mr. Ju.stice Street,
Mr. .Iiistice Rose,
Mr. W. I). Matthews,
Pres. Hoard of Trade.

Henry Lyman,
Montreal.

Jas. Mason,
Kcv. Princijjal Caven,
Chas. Moys, Q,C.,
Major Xasii,

Donald Mack,
Dr. Aikins,
Sir D. Macpher.soii,

Hon. .T.S. 1). Thompson,
Hon. Thos. AVliite,

Hon. Speaker Onimet,
Hon. G. A. Kirkpatrick,

Robert Hall, M.P..

Hop. O. Mowat,
Hon, A. M. Ho.ss.

Hon. A. S. Hardy,
Hon. Speaker Baxter,
His Lordship Bishop
Sweatman,

Rev. Canon I)uMoulin,
Sir W. P. Howhuid,

The Chairman's Speech.

The Chaiiiiian, who was received with
Hpplau.'«e, said : Ladies and gentlemen, it

gives me great pleasure indeed to be here
this evening. I can assure you from tlie

bottom of my heart that I feel it no ordinary
honor to preside over a meeting so large, so

influential, and so thoroughly representative

in every re-speet of the great interests, com-
mercial and othcrM'iSe, of this the Queen City
of the West. (Applause.) When I speak of

the interests of this city I am perhaps wrong,
because I see before me representatives

from all parts of our great, wide and glorious

Dominion. (Applause.) It is not my intention
noi' is it indeeil my phice to delay you by any
icmaiks on an occasion such as tills. During
tile last week or ten days I have heard sutli-

cieiit speedies to satisfy me, certainly, l)ut I

am glad to liave the opportunity this evening
of hearing and seeing something of a difTerent

character. At tiie same time I would have it

tiioronghly understood by all that this is not
a political meeting. (Hear, hear.) It is sim-

ply a meeting to consider what is best to be
done, so that the bonds which tie us to the
old Motlier Land may, if possible, be drawn
more tight. (Applause.) Wlien we look at

that dear old Mother Land we see

tliiit tliose leading tiiere in the
great (luestion of Imperial Federation are

men who embarked in its cause irrespec-

tive of party considerations. I regret that
in this country tiie lines of politics are per-

haps drawn so closely that it is hard for us to

look at the subject entirely apart from those
considerations, but perhaps as we grow older
in the matter we may also grow wiser and
better able to regard the subject more dis-

passionately. If I thought this were to be
regarded simply as a Conservative or a Lib-
eral meeting I sliould not have accepted the
great honor tendered to me of presiding over
this great meeting. We find that in Eng-
land the first president of the League was
the late Right Hon. Mr. Forster, a Liberal,

(applause) and the present chief or president
of the English Impciial Federation Le^que is

the talented Lord Rosebery, who is noi only
a Lil)eial, but who, at the present time,
might 1)0 considered an extreme Liberal, when
I say that he is a (iladstonian, (applause),

and hftie in Canada we have .Sir John A. Mac-
doiuild (applause) and Sir Charles Tnpper
meml)crs_of the League, and, at the sar.e

time, we find sucli men as the Hon. Mr.
Mowat and Hon. (i. W. Ross on the
otlier political side. I hope, therefore,

that you will consider we are liere

entirely as a non-political party, that
we are here simply tf» consider what
means are l)est to be taken so that Bri-

tons living in Canada may be drawn more
closely to tlieir Ijrother Britons and Bri-

tonesses who are living across the ocean,

(applause), and it is allowable for me, per-

haps, to notice that I am greatly pleased to

see that not only is this meeting crowded to

tlie very doors witli able and representative

men of Toronto and from various parts of the

Dominion, but th*e committee in their

wisdom have taken care to provide

suit;d)le accommodation for the fairer portion

of the community. (Applause,) It augurs
well for our cause that they should grace

such a meeting as this with their presence.

Their heaits I think are always right and
sound, and tliey are able to grasp at conclu

sions more rapidly and surely than we slow-

going debating old fogies can do. (Laughter

and applause. ) Gentlemen from various parts


