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frei«;lit cuiriers. Kor rbe remainder it must tra\erse a \ery rou;^li eianitry with

lar^e ri\ors U> cross, and liiialK reach a port over (iOO miles north of Moose Fac-

tory, with all the ailxei^e climat ie conditions uhicb that implies I'o aid this the

h -minion (io\ernmenl proposed to coid'ei- a land <;rant of twenty sections to the

nnle, an<l later on a cash bonus of about $10,()<)(> per iidle, but the project is still

in abeyance, with stupendous ditlicidties coid'rontine- it.

To all of these proposed ronte> one most serious objection a] (pert a ins. They ai'e

not on lines to atlord exjiorl facilities for the main lishei-y inilustry of the Hud-
sons Bay refjion, hence they cannot prove payinij investments, or present stron;;'

fdainis for <;ov<'rnnient aid.

On the other hand, the Moose iliver routi' from Hudsons l^ay is the shortes,

and easiest one to Sanlt Ste. Marie, the ;;i-eatest and cheapest t ransjiortation

centre on this Continent, if not in the world. Frei<iht has ruled thert; the past

season at twenty cents per ton ' up "'

for a l.OOO miles carriage, an«l from sixty to

eiehty cents " down.'

The e.\])ort trade ol' Hudsons liay nnist from ti.\ed coiinm-i-cial laws .seek its

main outlet there. It is easy to <lemonstrate that a ton of Hsh bound for the

lake jMirts of the I'liited States would be worth less at Toroid(.i than it would be

at Hudsons Bay with an option to shi]t via a direct line to the " Soii," Jn tlu-

matter of shippini^' freie^ht and passenj^eis fioni Toronto to Hud.sons Bay and
beyond, the ('. I*. R. could ationl to join in otferino- ipiicker time and lower rates

to Moose Factoi'V via .Mis.sanabie than coidd be atfordeil by a direct route if l>uilt

between the two places.

A remarkable feature of the .Vlissanabie line is that but 122 nuhrsof air line,

or addini; fifteen ]>er cent, for curves. 142 miles oi' actual line only, is required, to

extend th<' railway system of ('anada to navioable waters lea<lin^ into Hudsons
Bay. About 100 additional miles over (j. i*. li. to Heron Bay will complete a

portaj^e railway between a waterway of the jjjreat sea and of the oreat lakes,

or '0)0 miles in all, fifh jt' pi'r cent, of tin' smne (i/re<idt/ huili.

From Thkse Fact,s the Ff»LLOwiNo Comparison rs 0)Mpilki).

Distances from udoufuble initem ronnecflnff ii-'Uh Hiidtiotis Buy to txistiity

Railways.

From Fort ("hurchill to ('. I*. R. at Winnipeg, Manitoba 750 Miles.

From Rupert River to L. St. 1., or Quebec R. R., at L. St.

dohn Quebec 887 "

From Moose Kiver to C. P. R. and (1. T. at North Ba\-, ( )ntario 385 "

From '• " " " •' Sudburv '

'• 380 "

From " " ' " " Misflanabie " 122

(From tide watei" to Missanabie 23t) miles.)

In the fortgoing table no allowance is made for curves in tlie .several rail-

way lines to avoi<l lakes, rivers, deep cuttings and embank nu-nts. These are

estimated at fifteen per ceid. on all the routes e.xcept the Miasanibie, wdiich fol-

lowing one river v^alley where no lakes or mountain ranges are to be encoiuitered

will not exceed live per cent, probably.


