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Kt)i- (•omi)lt'ting tlio wnrkH, Inr iDlliii^; stock

ami tiii'iiiHliiiii^rH (tlir IhmI liiivjiig uddcil

$:|,2o(i,ij((i) to (he viiluf >>( till- Kind, llmt

valuiitidti liiiviiiK l)''<'ii act <'|>lt'd \>\ llic I'm i-

lic compiiny.)

TUB SALK uh IHK 1( All.tt AV.

Mr. Sjit-akcr—Tliu culiiimt of whirh 1 waK
lii'wl lias i)ciMi lilaini'd toi having' sold the

railroad, and the lioii, lucini'iM lor \V<-st Dim-
ham iias waid that tlii' <JiU'|pi'c Kovcrniuciit

had rulihi'd tin- road ln'twi-i-ii i^iichi'c and
Montreal ot its character as part of the I'aci-

tic- Kailroad hy stdliuK it to another company.
Moreover, I have been accused of having
Hold the road on terms disadvantatreods to the

province.

.MOTIVK KDIt CON.STHCCTINO IIAII.WAVS.

Let us lirst discuss the former char^'i'. I

must sa>. Mr. fS|)eak(U, that from the very
beginnin.(of my parliamentary career, Hince
my earliest utterances in tln^ Legislative As-
sembly, 1 have had two ohject.s in view : 1

matle up my mind that the Province of Que.
bee shouiil he a manufacturing as well

as an a^cricultural community. A coun-
try which for li\'e months in the

year is ciivered with snow can
not be exclusively aRricultunil. A>;ri-

ciilturit shoidd always have the first

plac((, foK the returns of the soil are

the siu'est and the most considerable,

and their abundance or their scart itv deter-

mines whcllier the year shall be one of pros-

parity f)r of gtaieral crisis. But 1 always
.-•aid that in the province of Quebec tlie

efforts of legislation shoulil be turned to-

wards the development of its industrial and
uianufacturinn wealth. Wi^ have a couiitrv

ol splendid watei' powers. In the advan-
tages which it thus oilers for industrial ope-

rations, it is second to none. All that it

needed was railways, and these it behooved
us to give it at any cost. Anothtjr object

that I hiwl in view was that the region north

of the St. Lawrence, even as far as the Lau-
rentides, a region whiih if (^'cr evil days
should come again, may be the bulwark of

our liberties, should be devi'loped aufl

cciunected with the great ceidres of

population. For that end it was necessary

to build a railway from Quebec to Ottawa,
along the north shore of the great rivers St.

Lawrenct^ and Ottawa, with branch(!H towards
the interior. I differed, however, from those
who thought that the (ioverninent of Quebec
should undertake that work.

l'Ot.M'V OK (HIVKIIN.MKNT OW.SINU BAII.WAYS.

When in |h7.') the lion. .Mr. DeMwiicher-

ville uudeitook the consiruction of the Que-
bec, Montreal, Ottawa and Oc( uleittiil Kail-

way, I thought, with one of the couipanieri

that ((immeiired that enterprise, that the

Quebec government caight not to assume
charge ol it. M the time 1 wrote an article,

which 1 have since luul occasion to rjuote in

the house, asking that tln' construction of

tbe load should be left to the Northt^rn Colo-

nization Kailroad Company, of which Sir

Hugh Allan was president. 'JMie Hon. Louin
Beaubien, who has changed his mind, was
then ot the same opinion as I \>as. We
asued the government to givt^ an aiiditional

subsidy of .iil.uiiUiOuo ti> each company rather

than undertake the ' oustruction of the road

itself 1 ilo mit mention this to exonerate

myself from the responsibility resting

on the J>e Bouchervillu and succeetUng gov-

ernment. My ailvice was not followed, and
then, seeing the generous effort made tor the

construction of the road, I su|)i>orted tho Dt;

Bouchervillc administration, and to-day I

lake, as I took then, upon n>e, both by vote

and utterance, till the responsibility of the

construction of thi- line. When the ijuestion

of theadvisabilitv of keeiiing and operating

the roa<l came before my government, 1 said,

as 1 still say, that it was better to sell it. I

declare<l that a government could not admin-
ister a road so as to make the income propor-

tionate to the capital spent m its i ( struc-

tion. In the general elections of IS I en-

unciated these views, saying that the road

should be Hold, and that the government
should sell it. I described the method by
which 1 though the sale should be effected,

and staled what price I would accept As
soon as the legislature met I submitted my
plan for the sale, and a discussion arose in

the press which is not yet ended,

and on which more; of passion than

of reason Is brought to bear in

the argument against my policy. I will

no: go back to those struggles of the past.

It is not my desire to recriminate against

tho.se who have wrongly interpreted my
I'olicy, my words and ray acts. Nor will I

weary this house with the recital of all the

charges, more or less malevolent, of which 1

have been the aim. Jealousy and animosity

bore their natural fruit, but 1 would forget

all that. A statesman who would serve his

country must not bear rancour for the con-

tests of yesterday. A politician who cannot


