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ing the Senate, but the circumstances now are
such that it would appear the House of Corn-
mons needs reform.

In the atternpts to, prorogue Parliament we
have seen undue delay and many annoying
incidents, resulting in added expense to the
country, as well as expense and inconvenience
to about 310) members. These experiences
are becoming too frequent, and surely some
method can be devised that will preclude their
repetition.

The King's representative is requested by
tbe head of tbe Government to be in readiness
at an approximate time to dissolve Parlia-
ment. To many, especially those in th
crowded galleries, it means m.uch te, see the
brilliant pageant, the officers of the militia,
naval and air forces, ail resplendent in their
uniforms, accompanying His Excellency. To
say the least, it is sornewhat discourteous that
lis Excellency should have to be informed
there has been a false alarm; but when this
is repeated several times in a few bours it
can only be described as a contretemps.

The right honourable gentleman who leads
this House spoke very plainly a few days ago
respecting the annoying delays occasioned by
the translation vendetta between officiais of
the two Houses, and we bave hopes that
bis strongly expressed resentment will result
ini a better situation in that particular branch
of the public service.

This matter of prorogation should, I believe,
be considered of at least equal importance,
and I respectfully submit to the right hon-
ourable gentleman that he might suggest to
the Prime Minister wben tbe legislative pro-
gramme is being prepared tbat Bis likely to
be more or less contentious sbould be intro-
duced during the early part of tbe session, and
minor legisiation should follow. If this sug-
gestion were adopted, bene4lt would, I arn
sure, accrue to the country and to ail con-
cerned. As the custom. is now, members corne
here early in the year fresh and ready for
business, but work is carried on in a desultory
manner and much time is lost. Then, wben
the warrn weather approaches and members
becorne restless and impatient, the most im-
portant bis are presented for their con-
sideration during extra and longer sittings.
It would appear therefore that if the usual
order were reversed better consideration could
be given to legislation, with the resuit that
time, money and energy would be utilized to
the best advantage.

We witness to-day, by the slim attendance
in both FTouses, what the present system in-
volves. Many mernbers left on late trains
Saturday night, believing that Parliarnent

would be prorogued before midnigbt. This
situation was accentuated by the fact that the
Chief Accountant of the other Hlouse had
paid the members the balance of their in-
demnities. But the Chief Accountant of the
Senate-he rnust be Scotch I-is cautious. Re
is waiting until everything is over before
issuing cheques.

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN: Honourable
members, while not wishing to be in any way
derogatory of the honourable member's com-
plaint, 1 may intimate that I have heard
sometbing of the same nature before. This
is to be said of what be has suggested, that
it bas already taken cffect, but has not proved
a complete cure.

It is true that towarcLs the end of sessions~
this one notably, others as well-exasperating
and unexpected delays occur, accompanied by
confusion, if not discourtesy as respects the
representative of the Throne. Nevertheless,
this is inherent in the liberties we have. These
liberties would have to be curtailed, and cur-
tailed in a manfler whîcb I know would bring
the stoutest and most persistent opposition,
before anything in the nature of contrai could
be obtained.

We havee now flot two parties, but, speaking
rougbly, four. This involves a certain lack
of discipline or of such control on the part
of a few members as was possible under the
bi-party system. This is one ingredient of
the situation.

Another ingredient is this. Our closure sys-
tem is a slow working devine.. It doem not
enable ail the legislative work to be accom-
plished within a certain time. 1 know of no
way .to, cure the, situation of which the hon aur-
able gentleman complaina, and make sure it
is cured, exoept such a system as has been
found essential in France, in the United States,
and in England. 1 arn not saying that -the
difficultiee we encoirnter are such that the
time has corne wihen the more drastic pro-
cedure would be justified.

As to bringing down contenitibus measurea
carlier, that cure was wholly applied this
session, if ever, and I bhink it can be said it
was applied also asat session. Nat only con-
te-ntious measures, but t.hose that had any
prospect of beting oontenetous, were introdueed
at an early otage. The Bank of Canada Bül
came ýto us st, but it waas introduced hn the
other House early in February. The difficulty
is, there are not less than twenty-three banking
and financial experts in the Commons, wibile
we 'have only one. This is a great truth wbidh
the honourable member should fully compre-


