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characterize them, are to-day preacbing a promnence wblch, during the recess, N«as

crusede of free trade amongst the agricul- given to mauy of the electorai acts ot the

turists of Canada, and expressiug strongly Liberal party durlng the last f ew years.

the hope that thue tariff to be introduced peublic opinion bas reached, I may say, that

durlug the present session '«ill be a -free stage when It demanda from the goverii-

tradte measure, though tbey kuow to the ment legisiation upon thia Important sub-

point of certainty that it '«iii eunbody ject. I venture to say, bon. gentlemen, that

every principle of protection that bas ever not lu the hlstory of representatîve Insti-

been in force lu Canada. 1 therefore yeni- tutions bas there been auch a humillatlng
ture to say that the present session wifl aud debasing spectacle wlth reference to

afford to our Liberai friends probably Rl the vilto4 of the electoral laws as

better opportunity tÉlan bas occurre1 at any we have round durlng the last six
previous time though they have been many inontbs before several of our Judicial tri-

-to abjure the fiscal beresies into which bunals. Iu fact to such an extent bas eiec-

they have fallen in tiiè hast, and to make torai corruption been carried on, tbat It

frank avowal tbat the clap-trap which bas rnay be said the '«holesale violation of elec-

been talk-ed of from Urne to time '«as '«itx tion îaws bas reduced the shock to a grenter

the hope of deludlng aud securing the xtent than If it hail occurred lu lsolated

sy.mpathy of tbe f ree trade party lu the Do- cases. We boast of our free Institutions,

minion. I piesume there la no law which of the sacredness of the ballot, of oui fran-

'«iii compel tbe Liberal party to observe chîse, of universai suffrage, and of the

tbe vIrtue of consistency between profession ice of tbe peopie being the paramount

and practice. yet 1 would venture to say force ln goverumelut, but I -venture to 511y

that public etblcs abould require sucbi con- that we are greatly mistaken, that this

sistency on the part of any great political conception of the franchise is ail a mytb,

party. I venture to express tbe hope fluet e wlld fantasy of tbe Imagination, a mis-
tbe tariff mneasure '«iii contain provisions titke that the representatives of the people
îvhlch w«I enable tbe governuieut to pre- are elected by the votes of tbe people. The
vent the formation of trusts and combla- disclosures '«hicb have been made lu the
ations '«hich so 'often grow out of undue various courts of the Dominion have de-

aud unheaitlîy protection. I also venture uuionstrated tbat many .representatives of
té hope#that o'«lng to the developmieut of the people are not elected, but declared
the western provinces, tbe goverumeut '%vill elected by maclnery. The machine has
adjust the tariff lu sucb a way as to favour been set lu motion, snd wltb the result that
the agricultural ludustry lu the '«est, andi tîîc representatives '«ho have been selected
the manyiIndustries incidentai to the set- by the machine have by these Instruments
Viment of tliaf great country. There can- been declared to be the representatives
sot be a properly revised tariff that does of the people. Every conceivable villany
tot take Into consideration the dominant lias been resorted to lu order to debaucbi
requtrements of the country geuerally. teeetrt n orbteeetro h

The legisiation upon this subdect must bc vte elecrate asdt obsthe ctor of thear
for the benefit of the many rather tban for vot '«hcb e asy homneatly ast It lcbar

the dvatage ofthe ew.Howeeraillias been overlooked to rob the public of
those expressions perbaps represeut so the franchise properly exercised. lu tact
icuch speculation lu the absence of our 1 '«ouîd be asbamed of my country if* 1
havlng partîculars of the'tariff before us. togttern n ieo h iea

The arien l few lads ud tbe meber ofarty had been parties to the electoral cor-
parlamet i a ew aysandthememersruption '«hlcb bas been exposed during the

of this Hlouse '«iII then have au opportu- îast six montbs. 1 do not charge for a
P.!ty to discuss the details of it upon Its moment-
merits.

There la anotber subject wltb whicb tbe Hon. Mr. POWER-Wouid my hon. friend

address bias dealt-and I migbt 'say lias excuse me? He la indulging lu specific

dealt '«ith as modestly and as unostenta- charges. Would bie be good enougb to

tlously as the tariff-nd tbat la the revision specify some cases lu '«hich these things

of our election laws. O'«ing to the unusual l'ave taken place.


