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that ber experienoas regards illigitimate
expenditure, for which the ballot was
tbought by the Minister of Agriculture a
remedy, was the sane as that of the other
Provinces. In the United States the
ballot had certainly not diminished this
expenditure. (Bear. hear.) He disliked
making it imperative upon the people to
conceal what they were about to do. There
was, to bis mind, something unpleasant in
it. A man did not like to pursue such a
course, nor to impose it on others. There
was something sneaking in putting in a
ballot. It was not the straightforward,
manly way in which one would desire to
perform any action.

Hon. Mr. LELrBtiLIER-Why was it fol.
lowed in voting in large companies and
similar bodies ?

lion. Mr. CAKPBELL said the motive
was different in club and similar elections.
This mode was followed among a small
cirole of gentlemen for the purpose of
preserving quiet and harmony. That was
very different from performing a publie
duty. There was nothing analogous in the
cases. lie did not see there was any occa-
sion in the social position of the electors
to render this concealment noces-
sary. ' he bill to a certain extent was
open to objection. Re noticed, moreover,
as a defect, an exception in the came of
Prince Edward Islad, which bas not for
the prosent to possesa the franchise ex.
tended to the other parts of the Dominion.
le was content to see the bill tried, to
ascertain how itwould work. (Hlear, hear.)
He agreed with his bon. friend, it waas not
desirable for this House to interfere with a
bill of this kind, respecting elections to the
House of Commons. We should offer our
criticism upon it, but unless it interfered
with ome principle of real value, in our
judgment, we should not propose alter.,
ations, for they would be received very
jealously in the other Bouse. Notwith.
itanding, hon gentlemen might bear his
hon. friend (Mr. Bellerose) on the motion
be had put on the paper, with respect to
the qualigcation of candidates. He agalu
called attention to the departure f rom the
general rule of the bill iu the case of the
elections of Prince Edward Island. (Hfear,
hear.)

Bon. Mr. BAVILAND fully endorsed
the sentiment of the lè.t speaker that this
was not a bill with regard to which it
would be rigt for this chaniber to obi
struct the legislation of the other Rouse;
but, at the aMe UiNe, when they saw any
glaring errors or inconsistencies in a bil,
they were justitied in pointing them out.
This Upper Eouse bad the privilege of

criticising, improving, and if possible,
amending a bill in its details. ne agreed
with many of the principles laid down in
this Bill. They badha sinuitaneous
polling in Prince Edward Island for twenty.
four years, and their elections were over
in one day, and the systein had workd,
satisfactorily. le thought it unneosmary
lu a young country like this to have a pro-
perty qualification f r members of the
House of Gommons. lie thought that as
long as a man was honest and had capacity
for public business it was of little conse-
quence as to the amount of his oredit at
the bank, or the value of the reai estate
ho might possess. (lear hear.) The only
thing ho f elt sore upon in this Bill was the
provision with reference to the franchise.
lie thought tbat there should be a uniforma
franchise fôr the whole ·Dominion. This
Bill would rob a third of the electors of
Prince Edward Island of their votes.
L'hey had had universal suffrage in Prince
Ed ward Island foi twenty years, and it had
given so much satistaction that if a man
got upon the platform there and advocat-.
ed a retrograde movement to a property
qua ificaton for electors, ho would not get
twenty votera in the Province. liera-
plied to objections to the same treatment
for Prince Edward Island as the other
provinces had received, saying as to a reé
g ster of votes, theie was noue for the Ie-
gislative Cruncil either. Why not leave
the necessary assertion or proof of quali.
fication to the oath of the voter for the
Assembly as well as for the Councd? The
Government rather than disfranchise any
electors, should have gone out of their
way to provide the means of registration
with a view to the qualiticatioa of all who
had a just claim. He would move to
strike out the 42nd Clause when the
House went into Committee. (Hear
hear.)

Hlon. Dr. CARRALL argued this House
had power to deal with this measure, and
said ho never had other belief than that
putting in a ballot was voting in a sneak-
ing way, and ho might set the example of
the States against that of England in the
argument on this sutject. British Colum.
bia had not had time to test the matter,
thoroughly, while Nova Scotia ha4 elimin-
ated the Ballot Act from ber statutes. l4e
did not approve of the suffrage clauses,
and argued it was competent for the pro-
sent Government to have made the
franchise sufficiently elastio to suit the
whole country. [Elear, hear.] ne also
diffared with the Glovernment as to the
qualification for candidates, on fgnding the
bill did not provide for a residentiary reas
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