
Governrnent Orders

Human Resources Developmnent. Bill C-30 responds to one of
the recommendations of the Auditor General in his last report toi
Parliamerît when he considered the previous Atlantic groundfish
strategy:

"The govemment implemented a program for which ini our
view no clear satisfactory authority had existcd. At no Urne did
it go to Parliament to seek proper substantive authority for its
actions. Parliament was thereby denied the proper opportunity
to review and debate the government's proposed program as part
of-the normal legisiative process, to decide on its objectives and
to approve expenditures to achieve those objectives".

The auditor general wisely went on to caution that if action
were flot taken the same thing might happen with a successor
program: "The governiment should present to Parliament legis-
lation that will provide the proper authority for this program and
any future program of a similar nature".

The minister of human resources is to be congratulated for the
introduction of Bill C-30 as was recommended by the auditor
general, but where is thc rcst of the TAGS legisiation? Bill C-30
is a minor bit of houselceeping legislation. It does flot give Uhc
opportunity to debate the program's objectives.
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Again on third reading 1 ask thc Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans to lay before Parliament a bill to provide legisiative
authority for those parts of TAGS that DFO is delivering. DFO
will be attempting to retire fishermen, their licences and to
create industrial renewal boards.

for thc harvest is that by 1987 thc cod-catch should bc
triple the 1976 harvest. The total groundfish catch
more than doubled".

The act expanded the catch potential and Uic fish w'
Now there are none. Liberal goverfiments and their bi
advisers somehow have changed very little in Uic i
years. Let us be donc with any talk of using thi
Fisheries Restructuring Act to deliver any part of T

Again, 1 call on thc govemment to bring into thi
comprehensive bill Uiat would outline its objective
would give it Uic necessary authority to carry out I
changes to Uic Atlantic groundfish fishery.

Earlier this month when Uic public accounts cor
again considering the auditor general's report on th
Atlantic groundfish strategy, Uic chair of the flsheric
tee, sitting as a member of Uic public accounts
allowed that thc previous Parliament and in pari
Liberal opposition had acquiesced and neyer demaild
tion.

He equated the failure of the opposition Liberals t
as a kind of parliamentary approval by Uic oppositi<
Uic government of Uic day was doing. He said: -I was
of Uic opposition when this program came in and I d(
anybody on my side saying that they have usurped thi

commiutee rauiyig ro proteci reccur j
with the fisheries observer program nr

5566 COMMONS DEBATES


