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desire to succeed, those who have the willingness to work hard 
to succeed, those who go far beyond the others and want to 
succeed. Why hold them back? Unfortunately that is the nature 
of the government’s way of doing things.

We want to ensure we can get back to the days where hard 
work is equal to prosperity rather than having it guaranteed by 
government legislation.

If failure is to be eliminated, as this legislation tries to do in 
many ways, it comes at a cost. The cost of eliminating failure is 
equal to the price of success. If we do not let some people 
succeed because we want no one to fail, then we will bring 
everyone down to the lowest common denominator. We saw 
what happened in eastern Europe in Russia. They refused to 
allow anyone to succeed and the whole country failed.

While this legislation is but one small piece along that road, 
Reform Party members feel that Canadians will be far better 
pleased and a lot more confident that this country can dig itself 
out of the hole if those who have the will to succeed are allowed 
to move ahead and help the rest of us and to provide education to 
those who need to get their feet on the ladder.

I have a constituent who has been in to see me several times. 
He would like to be a Mountie. In the west the Mounties are a 
revered police institution. Everybody knows the Mounties. They 
are known throughout the world as that great Canadian police 
force. They are recognized and revered around the world.

This constituent wants to be a Mountie. Every year he does 
600 hours of volunteer police work with the RCMP. He sat the 
exams and met the minimum standards. He has a university 
education. The only thing that stops him from being a Mountie is 
the fact that he is a white male. Other family members are in the 
force. He would dearly love to be in the force but because he is a 
white male he cannot be what he dreams to be. That is because 
this government brings in what it calls targets, which I call 
quotas, and denies someone who would be a first class police
man. We have denied him his dream.

people and we have received the wrong message from the people 
who built this country. In many ways that is part of the reason we 
are so far in debt. We have lost our way and that is a great shame.

In an earlier debate the member from Beaver River talked 
about the fact that this legislation is going to be forced on 
businesses, forced on the civil service, but the House of Com
mons is exempt. Why would the House of Commons be exempt? 
Why would we in typical fashion tell the people to not do as we 
do but just do as we say?

This is why the Reform Party is totally opposed to this 
legislation. I would gladly support anything the government 
would do to ensure that education became the reason for equity.

The Speaker: It being 2 p.m„ pursuant to Standing Order 
30(5), the House will now proceed to Statements by Members 
pursuant to Standing Order 31.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

\English]

ROYAL MINT

Mr. Elijah Harper (Churchill, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as the 
member for Churchill, the polar bear capital of Canada. I would 
like to commend the Royal Mint for choosing the polar bear to 
appear on the back of our new $2 coin.

In addition to being a distinctly Canadian symbol of strength, 
the polar bear also represents one of Manitoba’s best known 
tourist attractions. 1 would like to invite all members of this 
House and all Canadians to come north to Churchill and see for 
themselves the inspiration for Canada’s newest coin.

[Translation\
• (1355)

QUEBEC ECONOMY

Mr. René Laurin (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, according to 
this morning’s Le Devoir, the American computer industry 
giant, Ameridata, intends to increase its share of the Quebec 
market, regardless of the outcome of the referendum. The 
president of Ameridata Canada, Jan Kaminski, stated that the 
company was in business, and the results of the referendum were 
of little importance.

The Toronto firm Falconbridge is not worried about the 
outcome of the referendum either. It has just announced an 
investment of $500 million in Quebec. Mr. Pugsley, the presi
dent of a subsidiary of Falconbridge, summarized the situation 
by saying that the company has been doing business in Quebec 
for 50 years, it was a good place to do business and, as far as the 
company was concerned, it was business as usual.

That is why we have to recognize that this legislation is out to 
lunch and the fact that we need to build people up, not hold them 
down.

This past week while we have been away I attended three 
graduation ceremonies in my riding. At a couple of them I 
presented the Governor General’s award. I had an opportunity to 
talk to people about education. I cannot encourage them enough 
because in this complex and technological age we live in we 
need all the education we can get.

If we tell people that it does not matter how much education 
you have, how much motivation you have, how much will you 
have to succeed because you just happen to be in the wrong 
category, then we are sending the wrong message to young


