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Adjournment Debate

Just a few years ago this Government spent thousands of
dollars providing staff frorn the Ministry of Justice to help one
man in Manitoba defend himself against a traffic ticket. Yet
there is flot one penny allocatcd from the Minister of Justice or
the Solicitor General to protect the families of those victims
who have been murdered or wbo have been raped. The Gov-
ernment has flot set aside money for that. If this Solicitor
Gecral wants to be the fricnd of the defenceless, it is tirne to
set his values in order and to start providing a defence for the
defcnccless, flot for those who would rape and plunder our
Society.

Hon. Bob Kaplan (Solicitor General of Canada): M4r.
Speaker, in spitc of the criticism which 1 havc receivcd frorn
the Hon. Member, 1 wclcome very much his recognition of a
vcry important fact which he bas denied until tonigbt. Tonight
in bis opening rcmarks, and tbrougbout bis remarks. be finally
admitted tbat tbis Government, and this Solicitor General, are
getting tougber witb dangerous offenders. In the past be
suggested we were getting softer on tbem. Tonigbt, be finally
rccognizes we are getting tougber on tbern. He asks wby it bas
taken so long?! 1 cannot and do flot propose to explain wby it
bas taken rnany years to do tbese tbings. I will only say tbat
tbey arc being donc. I arn responsible for doing tbem and I arn
vcry plcased tbcy are bcing donc. I would likc to deal witb a
fcw of tbem.

*(2210)

The Hon. Mcmber askcd wby, in tbe case of tbe dangcrous
offcndcr provisions, 1 was relying on provincial Attorneys
Gencral to do tbc job. and wby I was flot taking rcsponsibility
myscîf for baving morc Crown Attornecys sck dangerous
offcnder classification of accused persons wbo are considered
dangerous. Ibere is a simple reason for this. Mr. Speaker. It is
tbat tbe Crown Attornecys work for the provincial Govcrn-
ments. Tbosc wbo prosecute tbese cases against dangerous
offenders undcr tbc Criminal Code arc always, 100 per cent of
tbe time, in tbe cmploy of provincial Govcrnments and report
to provincial Attornecys General. That is wby I dircctcd my
rcmarks to tbe Ministers responsible for tbem, namely, tbe
provincial Attorneys General. 1 sbould like to do it myself and
I sbould like to sec it donc, but lcgally tbe autbority for tbosc
provincial Crown Attornecys is tbat of tbe provincial Attornecys
Gencral.

I do not tbink the Hon. Member knows tbe law very wcll but
wbcn be rcflccts on this I think be will undcrstand wby I cbose
to write to the provincial Attorneys Gencral instcad of writlng
to tbe people wbo arc responsible to tbcm.

Tbe Hon. N4cmbcr rcferred to the tougbening of tbc manda-
tory supervision rules. One of tbosc policies is totally witbin
tbc rcsponsibility of tbc Parole Board. I arn very happy witb
tbe stcp it bas taken and I support it. I would like to bave scen
tbat donc ycars ago. but it is bcîng donc now and it is being
cballcngcd in tbc court. I look forward to tbe result of tbat
cballcnge.

I bave also takcn a bill to the Senate to tougben mandatory
supervision. and I know tbat tbe Hon. Member will support it.

In ail, 1 arn glad to sec that be finally recognizcs that tbe
Governmcnt and 1, as Solicitor General, arc gctting tougb on
the dangerous offender.

ADMINISTRATION 0F JUSTICE-REQUEST FOR FEDERAt.
PROVINCIAL CO OPERATION ON ISSUE. (B) REQUEST THAT

MIN ISTER TAKE ACTION

Mr. Pat Nowlan (Annapolis VaIIey-Hants): M4r. Speaker. I
must say it is ratbcr ironic tbat tonigbt during tbe adjourn-
ment debate we bave tbe Solicitor Gencral (Mr. Kaplan) in a
sort of tbree-bit tango on tbe different issues before the House.
1 listcncd to tbe cloquent plea of my colleague for Surrey-
Wbite Rock-Nortb Delta (Mr. Friesen) about mandatory
Icave and other problcms in tbe administration of Justice. I
want to speak on somctbing tbat is perbaps appropriate
because of tbc scason, and tbat is tbc blood moncy tbat could
flow to the murderer wbo tries to profit from bis books.

In tbc rcstricted time allotted to me I cxtcnd tbc olive
brancb of fcllowsbip and/or goodwill of tbe season to tbe very
barasscd Solicitor Gencral. I believe be feels tbe same compas-
sion as 1 and otbcr Members of tbe House and, indeed, ail
Canadians do for tbe tremendous problcm rcgarding the civil
liberties of tbe individual as opposcd to tbc collective deccncy
of tbe community, wbcn a confcssed murderer cornes on
national television and speaks of bis crime. Wben somneone
says, as 1 beard and saw "Ob ycs, 1 killed but 1 killed sinereix
because of a political cause"

I do flot try to ignore tbe problems involved in resolving tbis
issue. Tbe reason I take the time of the House on this adjourn-
ment debate tonigbt to bring tbîs subjcct up is tbat no matter
bow mucb tbe Solicitor General and otbers sbarc my compas-
sion and believe that there is sometbing to be said f'or tbe
dcfenceless community and tbe victims of tbe murderer, I
believe it is wrong to bave this confcsscd murderer corne on tbe
sereen and say, -Yes, it is tbe Cbristmas season and wc bave to
profit from the book sales and therefore we bave a book to
publisb.- I felt sick, seeing the reporters at tbat press confer-
ence go up and ask for an autograpbed eopy of the book.

Tbat is wby I got myscîf vcry dircctly involvcd in the first
question tbat was askcd about tbe specifie case of Simard, the
eonfcsscd FLQ killer, coming on the sceens of the ]and less
than two or tbree wccks ago at a press conference in Niontreal.
Tbose paragons of virtue, tbe press gallcry, tbe fourtb estate,
exbibited no morals wbatsocvcr, going up for tbeir auto-
grapbcd copy. That part is flot witbin tbc purvie\, of tbe
Solicitor General.
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I arn trying to bring to tbe attention of tbe Solicitor General
tonigbt, in as calm a way as I can, wbat frankly is a new
pbenomenon, certainly in tbe western world and perbaps in
Canada. We no longer bave capital punisbmcnt. Therefore a
lot of people, a lot of killers, walk tbe streets wbo would flot
bave walkcd tbe streets bad capital punisbment been in place.
Wc bave tbe pbenomcnon of television tbrougb xvbicb one can
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