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Mr. Speaker: I have the honour to inform 

the house that when the house did attend 
His Excellency the Governor General this 
day in the Senate chamber, His Excellency 
was pleased to make a speech to both houses 
of parliament. To prevent mistakes, I have 
obtained a copy, which is as follows: 
Honourable Members of the Senate :

Members of the House of Commons:

My ministers continue to recognize the necessity 
of providing economic assistance to underdeveloped 
nations. Approval will be sought for the appropria­
tions needed for this purpose, so that Canada may 
play its full part in helping the emerging states of 
Asia and Africa, particularly those in the common­
wealth.

My ministers expect that the increases which 
have been proposed in the resources of the inter­
national bank and the international monetary fund 
will be approved by the votes of the member 
countries and when that has occurred you will be 
asked to approve the necessary legislation to imple­
ment these important measures for improving the 
facilities for financing world trade and economic 
development.

In response to suggestions put forward by my 
government, a commonwealth trade and economic 
conference was held in Montreal last September. 
This meeting, one of the most important in the 
history of the commonwealth, was attended by 
ministers representing the self-governing nations of 
the commonwealth and the countries now looking 
forward to obtaining full sovereignty. A large 
measure of agreement was reached on trade and 
economic matters. This has led to far-reaching 
decisions on the part of the United Kingdom and 
other countries to restore convertibility of their 
currencies and to remove restrictions on imports.

My government has taken action to reduce 
unemployment by expediting national works pro­
grams, by programs undertaken in co-operation 
with the provinces, and by encouraging Canadians 
generally to undertake constructive activities par­
ticularly in the winter season. You will be asked 
to assist the municipalities of Canada in the financ­
ing of work on construction projects which would 
not otherwise have been undertaken during the 
winter months.

Certain amendments to the Unemployment Insur­
ance Act will be submitted to you.

My government welcomes the evidence of 
recovery from the recession and will continue to 
foster and assist this improvement. They believe 
that as recovery proceeds there will be increasing 
need for care to preserve the stability and purchas­
ing power of our currency.

My government will continue in its economic 
policies to lay emphasis upon national development. 
My ministers believe that by the wise use of the 
resources with which nature has endowed this 
country, Canadians can achieve a continually rising 
standard of living. My government will therefore 
foster and encourage the proper development and 
use of these resources and the growth of efficient 
industry based upon them. Many projects for 
national development have already been put in 
hand; you will be asked to vote the supply neces­
sary to continue these projects and to initiate others.

Additional legislation in the field of agriculture 
will be recommended. A measure will be laid before 
you to institute a system of crop insurance in 
co-operation with such provinces as so desire. You 
will also be invited to make a comprehensive review 
and revision of the legislation concerning farm 
credit, in order that credit may be more effective 
in assisting in the development and maintenance of 
an efficient and prosperous agriculture.

You will be asked to enact a bill of rights which 
will make manifest the intent that fundamental 
rights and freedoms shall prevail and remain in­
violate in all matters within the competence of 
parliament.

At the earliest opportunity you will be invited to 
authorize the establishment of a national energy

I welcome you as you foregather to resume your 
parliamentary duties.

All Canadians look forward with the greatest 
pleasure to the forthcoming visit to Canada of Her 
Gracious Majesty the Queen and His Royal High­
ness, the Prince Philip, on the occasion of the 
official opening of the St. Lawrence seaway, 
particularly gratifying that Her Majesty also plans 
to visit all the provinces and the two territories 
in order to meet her Canadian subjects in many 
parts of our country.

Canada’s close relations with the other countries 
of the commonwealth, and the sense of community 
of interest within this association of free nations 
itself, have been confirmed and vitalized by the 
recent visit of my Prime Minister to the common­
wealth capitals of the United Kingdom, Pakistan, 
India, Ceylon, Malaya, Singapore, Australia and 
New Zealand. These consultations between heads
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of government provided an opportunity for an 
exchange of views on international questions, on 
the possibilities for expanding trade and on other 
problems of mutual concern.

Canadians recognize that the most pressing need 
of all nations is an enduring peace. My government 
will continue to work steadfastly and in a spirit of 
genuine co-operation towards the settlement of out­
standing issues which threaten that peace.

My ministers are concerned over recent develop­
ments in the Berlin situation. They deplore the 
attempt by the Soviet union to abrogate unilaterally 
the interallied agreements relating to Berlin, and 
they believe that the freedom of West Berlin must 
be assured pending agreement on the establishment 
of a united and free Germany.

My ministers have been pleased to note that 
advance has been made during the past year

in the vital field of disarmament. The drafting of 
an agreement for the discontinuance of nuclear 
weapons tests is a hopeful beginning.

It is Canada’s desire that the scientific achieve­
ments which now have made possible the penetra­
tion of outer space should be a blessing to all 
mankind. My government is convinced that inter­
national agreement must be reached without delay 
to ensure that outer space is used only for peaceful 
purposes with full co-operation among all nations.

In concert with its allies in the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, Canada has reaffirmed its 
determination to maintain and improve the power 
of the alliance as a deterrent against aggression. 
You will be asked to provide for maintaining the 
effective power of Canada’s defence forces. The 
importance of the alliance was re-emphasized by 
the visit of my Prime Minister to the United King­
dom, France, West Germany and Italy. His consul­
tations with the heads of government in those 
countries included trade and economic policies, as 
well as the more general questions confronting the 
alliance.

Discussions are taking place with the government 
of the United States to enable Canadian industry to 
share in the production of equipment being procured 
by the United States for joint defence purposes.

[Mr. Diefenbaker.]


