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Supply—Fisheries
I have brought to the attention of the depart-
ment the expediency of an education pro-
gram for the lobster fishermen of the Atlantic
provinces. The program of education under-
taken in certain areas may have resulted in
some improvement, but there is much work
to be done in this particular field. Earlier
this session I placed on the order paper a
series of questions having reference to the
lobster production in Gloucester county. These
questions and replies can be found in Hansard
of October 28, 1957. My first question was:

What was the total number of cases of canned
lobsters processed in Gloucester county, New
Brunswick, during the months of May and June
19572

The reply received from the department
was “9,614 cases on basis of 48 one-pound
cans to a case.” My second question was:

What was the approximate number of cases of
canned lobsters processed in the same area during
the months of August and September, 1957?

I realized that this was a very hypothetical
question because there was no lobster season
in the area during that period, so the answer
was “nil”.

My third question was:

What was the total number of lobster traps
destroyed or confiscated, during the period August 1
to September 30, 1957, in waters adjacent to
Gloucester county, New Brunswick?

The reply was “2,175”. When over 2,000
lobster traps can be destroyed or confiscated
in a period of two months during a closed
season in a stretch of water of less than 25
miles there is something wrong somewhere,
and the severe problem of the protection of
the lobster fishery is certainly not well in
hand. More constant vigilance, and more so,
more practical education—I insist on the
matter of education for our fishermen—is
required to remedy this most unfortunate
situation. It is time that the department
should be more practical in the implementa-
tion of its protection program.

Earlier this session I placed another ques-
tion on the order paper asking for informa-
tion with regard to the number of fishermen
engaged in lobster fishing in New Brunswick

waters. The reply was as follows:
CORTIOUAI 0o o5 w665 & scinivs » Fisin PhTs o0 Buimes 536
WEIMDRIBEG = 1o, ineion s ove s sasnidsoimes 833
3SR S R B e i S L e 1,062
Northumberland .............covvuuunnn 370
Gloucester ............ccccvvivnennenens 724
T Ayl o G S e e 113
That is a total of 3,638 fishermen. A few

days later I placed the following question on
the order paper:

Has the Department of Fisheries published in
New Brunswick’s daily or weekly newspapers any
ads or publications having to do with the con-
servation of the Ilobster population, during the
period January 1 to September 30, 1957?
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The answer was ‘“yes”. My second question
was:

If so, what were the names of the daily or weekly
newspapers and number of ads published in each?

The reply was: Fundy Fisherman in
Charlotte county, where there are 536 lobster
fishermen, 1; St. Croix Courier in the same
county, 1; King’s County Record, Sussex, 1.
That is the county of the Minister of Veterans
Affairs. I wonder how many fishermen there
are there. Then there was the Fredericton
Gleaner, 1, and that is in the county of the
hon. member for York-Sunbury. Also there
was the Saint John Telegraph-Journal and
the Times-Globe, 1; the Tribune-Post at
Sackville, 2; the Commercial-World at Chat-
ham, 6; the Gazette of Chatham, 6, and the
North Shore Leader of Newecastle, 6. No
advertisement was published that would reach
or was bound to reach the French speaking
lobster fishermen of Westmorland, Kent and
Gloucester counties who number over 2,000.

There is no doubt that the lobster fisher-
men are becoming convinced of the sound-
ness of the laws applied by the Department
of Fisheries and in many cases are co-operat-
ing more fully in observing these laws and
regulations. However, these same fishermen
deserve better and more practical considera-
tion by the department and its officials and
I can find no excuse whatsoever for the
department to advertise in such newspapers
as the King’s County Record and the Frederic-
ton Gleaner if these advertisements are really
intended to reach the lobster fishermen. The
department should realize and keep in mind
that of over 3,000 lobster fishermen in eastern
New Brunswick over 75 per cent are French
speaking and have a right to benefit from the
information distributed by the government
department.

Before resuming my seat I would ask the
minister to give us further information with
regard to the amending of the regulations
enacted under the Fish Inspection Act to
provide for the compulsory or even voluntary
inspection and grading of fresh and frozen
fish. I realize that in replying to a question
which I asked the minister in this regard on
Friday, November 8 the minister stated, as
reported on page 1,109 of Hansard for
November 14, 1957, that it was not con-
templated that a committee of the house would
deal with the proposed amendments to the
regulations as it had been the practice of the
department to have full discussion with the
industry through its association, the fisheries
council of Canada, and with others on pro-
posed amendments and regulations.

Does the minister mean by this that the
members of the house who have been elected
and who have a responsibility to their elec-
tors and more so those who are concerned



