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the Prime Minister upon being brief for once 
—or perhaps it is the second time. I was not 
here last January when the speech was— 
no doubt—the briefest in the history of Canada. 
The speech from the throne this session takes 
second place. I shall not revert to what took 
place last January, but I can tell him candidly 
that when I heard the announcement over the 
radio on January 26, when I was down in the 
southern part of this hemisphere, I could 
gladly have assassinated him. However, I do 
not believe in threshing over old straw, 
although I have views on that subject. It was 
an affront to parliament to call members here 
and then dissolve parliament. It was an 
affront to the Canadian people. But times 
are too serious to dwell upon this now and 
the election has washed out any indictment 
that may have been preferred against him by 
reason of what happened on that occasion.

Reference is made in the speech from the 
throne to unemployment insurance on a 
national scale, the exact statement being :
—resolutions will be introduced for an amend- 
ment to the British North America Act which 1 
would empower the parliament of Canada to I 
enact at the present session legislation to \ 
establish unemployment insurance on a national || 
scale.

Of course that is absolutely the correct 
constitutional way to proceed. I am reminded 
by a smile on the face of the Minister of 
Justice that on a former occasion another 
government did not proceed in that way. 
Well, I really thought at the time that, having 
regard to the treaty-making power contained 
in the British North America Act, having 
regard to the previous legislation and resolu
tions passed by this parliament with respect 
to the Geneva labour conventions, we had 
brought ourselves within the jurisdiction of 
parliament to enact such legislation. That 
has been ruled ultra vires. Again I accept the 
verdict—this time of the courts of the country. 
Willy-nilly I must. I think that this is the 
proper course to pursue, the orderly course of 
amending the constitution in accordance with 
the powers and the precedents in that regard. 
But I am wondering, in the first place, if it 
will be possible at this session of parliament 
to pass such an address and such resolutions 
as are requisite and necessary and to have 
them assented to by the imperial parliament 
in time to put through important legislation 
of this kind during the present session. I am 
also wondering what attitude our friends in the 
provinces are going to take with respect to 
this matter. Are we to wait and obtain from 
them their assent to the important amend
ments of the constitution which will be 
necessary, or will they attack the provisions 
as being an invasion of provincial autonomy?

Conservative party which I have the honour 
to lead in this house for the time being. 
Compared with the votes which were polled 
in the country we are few in number, but 
as I look around and see the earnest young 
men who sit beside me I realize that what 
we lack in numbers we make up in quality 
and in devotion to Canada and to the empire. 
The results of this election should not be 
the occasion for tears or beating of the 
breast. Any party that can poll approxi
mately one and a half million votes in Canada 
is neither dead nor dying. We must continue 
to pursue our war efforts and give considera
tion to the economic problems that confront 
this dominion, but we should also devote 
ourselves to the upbuilding of a truly Con
servative party, a party which will truly 
reflect the views of that sober and solemn 
element in the country which in thought 
and action is always Conservative. This does 
not mean that we shall be a static party, but 
rather a party of orderly progress, holding 
fast to that which is good in our past, lopping 
off the mouldered branches of yesterday. 
Above all the Conservative party will con
tinue to give its unyielding loyalty to the 
British crown. This is one of the corner
stones of our very existence. I want to 
express a profound conviction that I hold, 
that there will always be a Conservative party 
in Canada. This will be so because of the 
character and mentality of our people. We 
are proud to think of the achievements of 
that party in the past. I do not intend to 
traverse this situation. Rather should we put 
forward our voices, rather should we prepare 
ourselves to be an alternative government at 
any time. The king’s government must go on.

I should like to make a brief reference to 
the retirement of the gentleman who pre
ceded me in this position. He leaves us 
with the respect and regret of every one of us. 
In saying that I feel sure I express the atti
tude of the members of all parties in this 
house. Doctor Manion is a great Canadian. 
During the years he served Canada, in the 
army, in the government and in this house, 
he made a great contribution to his king 
and country. He is still, comparatively speak
ing, a young man, and I am confident that 
he has many years of useful service ahead 
of him. I should like to add that my own 
relations with him were most happy. They 
extended over a period of twenty years or 
more and I shall always look back with 
pleasure to my association with him.

I should like to give brief consideration to 
some of the matters contained in the speech 
from the throne, other than the reference to 
our war efforts. I should like to congratulate
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