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be important they are not fundamentaliy im-
portant, thiere are other questions much more
important which should engage the attention
of this house.

As far as the address of the Prime Minister
(Mr. Bennett) is concerned the only matter
to which I shall direct attention is his refer-
ence to the ten per cent reduction in the in-
demnîties of members of parliament and in
the salaries of the civil service. As a member
of this house 1 have no objection to accept-
ing that reduction; if the government feels
that that will help to balance the budget or
in any way alleviate the situation with which
we are now faced, I, for one, wili not protest
against the imposing of that reduction. I can-
neot speak for the civil service, but I desire to
take a few minutes to discuss the question ot
the reduction of salaries and wages as it
affects present day conditions. 1 arn afraid
the government is givîng a lead to the in-
dustries of this country which wili have far-
reaching effects. We can expect ini the nieur
future to have trouble between employers and
empioyees because employers will naturaliy
desiTe to f oilow the 'lead given by the goverfi-
ment and reduce wages and salaries all aiong
the line. By the reduction of wages and
salaries we are reducing the purchasing power
of the Canadian people at a time when it is
absoluteiy essentiai that that purchasing
power shouid be increased rather than re-
duced. Perhaps from. their point of view the
government is justified in stating that this is
an economie measure because the economies
which will be secured will save this country
bétween S7,500,000 and 38,000,000. 1 believe
that is the estimated reduction in expenditure
stated last evening by the Prime Minister.
As I have stated aiready that means that
there wili be a reduction of that amount in
the purchasing power of the peopie.

What is real economy? There are different
opinionis i this country as to what it is,
therefore, I shal etate that in s0 far as I amn
concerned I believe that economny properly
understood is the orderly arrangement and
management of the affaira of the community
and the wise and efficient use of its resources..
To reduce the power of the peo!ple to pur-
chase the goods which they need when those
goode can be produced in abundance is nlot
economy, yet the broad reduction of the com-
munity's income is the only .remedy prescribed
by those who are conoerned in retaining intact
the present ecoxiomie system. We find the
same procedure going on the world over. No
doubt this so-ealled economy lias emanated
froux those who are the reai ruiers of this

41761-Si

country. We sometimes think that this par-
liament is the institution which in the final
analysis controls the destiny of Canada, but
with ail respect to our parliamentary institu-
tions, with ah respect to the views heid by
the peopie with regard to those institutions, in
my judignent the real controllers of this
country are the banking and financial institu-
tions. Inasmuch as they will desire to retain
the control which they have held i the past
and which they hope te hoid in the future,
it is oniy to be expected that governments
will follow their advioe. Their advice ahjways
has been and no doubt always will be that
during a period of distress such as we are now
passing through. we must practise economy or,
in other words, reduce the purchasing power of
the people to the minimum. I have no more
to say at the present turne regarding this
question, other than to repent whs.t I said
before that, personaily, I amn making no objec-
tion to the reduction proposed by the Prime
Minister.

I shall now take up a little time in dealing
with the speech frosa the throne. This aîfter-
n-oon we witneased a rather important de-
partiure from the procedure foilowed by former
governments. I do net say that this govern-
ment is not justified in foilowing the procedure
adopted this afternoon, but since I bave been
a -member of this house it has been usual for
the Prime Minister Vo make a motion that
the speech from the throne shall bu the first

i*tem to be considered and that ail other
business shahl be set aside until that is dis-
posed of. We have this afternoon foilowed
the practice set out in the miles of the house
but why are we departing from the usu-al
procedure? Is it because the government feels
that the speech from the throne is s0 un-
important that it is nlot worth whiie for this
house to set aside time i which to discuss it?
1 hope that is not the attitude being adopted
by the governnent.

In se fer as the first paragraph of the speech
is conoernied I have nothing to say except
that we welcome our new Governor Generai.
We were glad to have him. read the speech in
the chamber of the Senate and we hope that
Mes stay i Canada will be a pleasant one,
that when lie leaves these shores st the end of
his term. of office lie will takre back many
'happy remembranees of his asociation with
the Canadian people.

The next paragrapli is important but I will
pick out oniy thoee parts which I bedieve
should reoeive discussion. The firet etatement
to which I desire teocali attention in hs:

World conditions are beyond the control of
the Canadian peoplo


