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A few months ago, I arn sorry Vo have
to say iV, an old man of 75 years of age was
arrested bya military officer and sentenced
to ixrprisonment for six mont.he andVo pay

-a fine of $350, for 'wbntp For having given
a bite to eat Vo bis son wbo was an alleged
defauteVr. This old m'au was a -perfect gen-
tleman; ha bad conducted hiniseif well al
hie, life, neyer baving had to go before any
m iagistrate. The officer took this poor, un-
fortunate old man, who could noV readily
understand the English language, before
the magistrate HR. W. Ferguson, and be-,
tween -tha magistrate and the offleer, a fine
of $350 and imprisonment for six months
waa iimposad. on him. la this the way -in
~which. the lama of the counitry ehould bé
adniinistered? la this justice? I do noV
believe iV is.

I will ask the Government this question:
Have the Government any after-war man-
date? Thay were returnad te power to carry
on the war, and their éeaction
was ensured tbrougb this fine War-
tima Elactions Act which was put
Vhrough the Housa for no better
purpose than Vo disifranchise some bopest
elecdtors and, at the same tume Vo ad-c to' the
list those whose votes would keap the Gov-
ernrnent in power. The way iu wbich Vhé
.soldiers' vote .was dis4ributed throughout
Oanada was really a disgrace Vo the. coun-
try. Tfl-is is wbat a returned apldier, and
a good ConevatUva at tat ime, Vold me.
1 iutarviewed this. returued soldier about
Fdibruary 10, st, in reference Vo the way
in which. the. voting waa conducted at tha
front at the last election. I -asked bim if
ha had any objection Vo tell me bow the
.political tanvass was carried on. Rie
.answer was that ha bad no objection to tell
nie, and ha said, first, "We were nlot allowed
Vo talk politics -amouget te'soldiers," sec-
ond, "The instructions 'were given by an
officer bow Vo vote and for whom we had
Vo vote," third, "When the names 'Wé re
called, an officar folluwed the voters to the
polling hbooth, and teoath was adrminis-

termed to -the voter and the ballot handed tû
hlm Vo vote,"' fourth, "Iu my case, -the
officer followed me Vo the polling booth, ând
.I tok the oatb -as required by the Wai-f

ime Elections AçV, and the ballot waas
banded Vo me and the said offl.er wasý look-
ing ovar nly s'bouldar. I' quickly narked,
my ballot for te candidate I wanted Vo
vota *for; then the said officer told me Vo
show him my ballot wbieh was noV marked
for te candidate that I was, in4tructed to
vota for; then andi there, 1 tore t4he ballot
into small pieces and I asl<ed for anothet

une, which was handed te mue. Then 1
marked xny -ballet for the candidate that
I was instructed by the officer to vote for,
and, left the polling booth." Then I asi<ed
him. 'what would hsappen if they had seen
for whom he had marked the first ballot.
le replied, that ha would have been pun-
ished; that ha 'would havé been remioved
f rom the position that he held and put in
some other place Vo wourk at soine other un-
plessant jobs." Then I s*aid Vo him: "«Yu
diid mot vote for 3rour man?" "No," he said,
"ýmy inan was Mr. Robidoux." Mr. Ro'bi-
doux is the mnan who ran for the Union
Government at the st élection. Then 1
afPked hisu for 'what eounty and for what
candidate ha had voted,. Re~ said that, ha
could, not rameniber. That ib the wayein
which the voting was conducted, ovarseas.
An officer, who was in France at the time-
of the électiion aend wtho was deputy return-
ing officer for his- company, said Vo met.
"Just a few days (bafore polling day, a
higher officer titan I came Vo the office
where I was and' said Vo me: "In a few days
there will ha a polling day; you havé so
many nmen; 'we want fifty votes for a cer-
tain' coùnty, Vwenty-five for another and so
rnanY for anuther, and then you have to do
this.". What could this man do in a case
o!Vths kind? Ha 'had Vo take bis medicine
jMt as the other had dune. Ail this goes
to show the kind of mandate that the Gov-
ernment has from the people.

Much has beau said already in this de-
bate ýabout the high cost of living. I really
believa that the Government know very
liftée of the misery which exisas to-day
among the poor of this country. Otharwise
they would have dons something to relieve
the conditions long are this. What is the
situationP It is really bard to understand
how farmars and fishermen and labourera
in the small settlaments throughout this
country can get along on their limited in-
cornes in view o! the present hlgh cost of
food stuifs, boots and shoes and clothing.
MYhon. friand fromn Prescott (Mr. Prouix>
bas read an extract from the press Vo the
affect that a large quantity of food bas beau
dastroyed that was not fit for human con-
sumptiori. Wbo was responsibla for this
wasta? The poor would have bearn.,glad tu
purcçhgse thase food stûftS, biut they ware
held byprofitears arid trusts and combines
until they were. no longer fit for buman
consumption. Thèse profitérs beld' tbem
juýst to get a high price, but the Lord sent
bot waathar and it destroyed the food. I
say the Governnient is responsible, becausa
of its negligence in nlot baving a proper in-


