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- Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, certificates
of the Election and Return of the following
Members :

Of Hon. Louis Philippe Brodeur, for the elec-
toral district of Rouville

Of Hon. Henry R. Emmerson, for the electoral
district of Westmoreland ;

Of Ernest Lapointe, Esq., for the electoral dis-
trict of Kamouraska ;

Of Armand Lavergne, Esq., for the electoral
district of Montmagny ;

Of Joseph E. Armstrong, Esq., for the elec-
toral district of the East Riding of the county
of Lambton ;

Of Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux, for the electoral
district of Gaspé ;

Of L. A. Rivet, Esq., for the eiectocal disirict
of Hochelaga ;

Of J. B. Blanchet, Esq., for the electoral dis-
trict of St. Hyacinthe ;

Of Honoré Gervais, Esq., for the electoral dis-
trict of Montreal, St. James ;

Of John W. Daniel, Esq., for the electoral dis-
trict of St. John (city) ;

Of Horace Haszard, Esq., for the electoral dis-
trict of Queen's Wes%, P.E.I., and

Of James J. Donnelly, Esq., for the electoral
district of the Kast Riding of the county of
Bruce.

The Clerk also said : The following mem-
bers have signed the roll and taken the Oath,
and are entitled to take their seats : Messrs.
Lapointe, Daniel, Blanchet, Broduer, Arm-
strong, Emmerson, Lemieux, Gervais and
Haszard.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.

The Right Hon. Sir WILFRID LAURIER
(Prime Minister). Mr. Flint, during the re-
cess it was the pleasure of His Excellency
the Governor General to call to the Privy
Council and the Cabinet Mr. Brodeur, who at
the first meeting of this parliament after the
general election had been elected Speaker
of this House. Our first duty, therefore, is
to appoint a Speaker. I believe I am ex-
pressing the sentiments of both sides of the
House when I state that Mr. Brodeur dis-
charged the duties of the high office to which
he had been called in a manner which was
eminently satisfactory to all sides of this
House, and that in the discharge of those
duties he displayed the qualities which
should be inherent in the office—above all,
those of dignity and impartiality. We have
reason to belive that the same qualities will
be found in a like degree in the person of Mr.
Belcourt, member for the city of Ottawa,
and therefore I offer the name of Mr. Bel-
court as a fit and proper person to be the
Speaker of this House. I move, seconded
by Sir Richard Cartwright : #

That Napoleon A. Belcourt, Esquire, ‘'member
representing the electoral district of Ottawa, do
take the Chair of this House as 3Speakor.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN (Halifax). Mr. Flint,
before the motion is put I desire to say that

I do not rise for the purpose of offering any
opposition to the motion which has been pro-
posed by the right hon. the Prime Minister. I
believe that the hon. gentleman whose name
has been proposed is in every. way worthy of
our confidence and of the trust which

the House proposes to place in his hands.
The dignity which is thus conferred upon
him is great, but the responsibility is not

less great. He represents not only those with
whom he has been politically associated,
but also those who sit on this side of the ¢
House. He thus stands between the ma-
jority and the minority as the guardian of
the honour and dignity of the House in
every respect. It is necessary that he should =
preside over the House not only with dignity =
and learning, but also with wisdom and tact. =
In extending my congratulations to the hon. &
gentleman, let me say that I do so with &
every cohfidence that he will, in every pos-
sible sense, fulfil worthily the responsibili- =
ties which are thus to be placed upon him.

Motion agreed to.

And the Clerk of the House having de- ©
clared Mr. Belcourt duly elected, he was con-
ducted to the Chair by the Prime Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER ELECT, standing before
the Chair said : :

(Translation.) The great honour which
the House has just conferred upon me does
not for one moment cause me to forget or =
overlook my unfitness and unpreparednesS
for the performance of the honourable bhut
difficult duties of the Chair. Consequently,
I request, and confidently entertain the =
hope, that the hon. members will on all ©
occasions extend to me their indulgence and =
support in upholding the honour, dignity ©
and integrity of the House. I shall follow
the example of my predecessors, and par-
ticularly of the hon. gentleman who has
Just vacated the seat, and who discharged &
with such brilliancy the duties which I am 3
now called upon to fulfil; and I shall en-
deavour to exercise on all occasions the
strictest impartiality, :

I wish to offer to the House my humble
and grateful acknowledgments for the
great honour which they have conferred =
upon me by unanimously electing me t0
be their Speaker. The keen sense I feel
of my own unfitness and unprepared-
ness is only relieved by the hope, which
am confident I may entertain, that the hon.
members of the House will on all ocecasions
extend to me that indulgence and support:
without which I would fail to perform, to the
satisfaction of the House and my own, the
very honourable and very difficult duties
of the Chair. In that expectation and in the
determination to exercise on all occasions
the strictest possible impartiality, and to fol -
low the example of my predecessors, ané
more particularly of the hon. gentleman who
has lately vacated the seat which I am now
privileged to occupy, perhaps I may ventur®




