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No. 144.

THE INDEPENDENT TELEIPHOINE ASSOCIATION OF WISCONSIN.

,JANESVILLE, Wls., June 2, 1905.
Sir WILLIAM MULoC,

Chairman Select Committee on Telephone Systems,
Ottawa.

IDEAR SUi,--Your favour of the 22nd la at hand. We have in the state of Wis-
consin some, 300 independent telephone coînpanies, baving more than 40,000 sub-
scribers. Over 10,000 of said subscribers are farinera. The construction of rural
uines is being extended very rapid]y. XVe £inc farmera to be our înost stable sub-
seribers. It was always the policy of the Amierican Bell Telephone Company to dis.
courage the building of rural lines. INow that company ia making efforts in that
direction, but the independent companies are so far ahead that thoir efforts are futil".

The statomont made to your committee that American railway companies w111

admit but one telephone to their offices, is utterly false. 0f the hundreds of inde-
pendent telephone exchanges in the state of Wisconsin, I am sure there is not 0one

but that has a telephone in the railway station. The Bell Telephone Company has
7( exchanges in the state, whi]c the indopendents have nearly 300.

I shaîl ho ploasod to give yeu any further information you may desire andý 1
suggest that you send a committee to Chicago to attend the Nationial Interstate
telephone convention, to Le held on June 20 and 21.

Yours truly.

RICIHARD VALENTINE,
-Puresidentý

No. 145.
FEnÎN, ILLINOIS, dune 9, 1905.

Sir WILLIAM MULOORÇ, K.C.M.G.,
Ottawa, Canada.

DEÂA Si,--I arn in receipt of your favour ýof May 22, 1905, and note your desiro
for information in this territory, regarding telephone conditions. More particularly
reg-arding facilities in rural districts. Telephonie conditions wvill be viewed more
3p;,rticularly from a stand point of independents as we terrm thosc telephone interests
which work in harmony and in opposition to the 'Bell' interests. The indopendent
interests have made rapid strides in developinent, particularly in exohanges, and are
rapidly building long-distance toîl lines to conneet in numerous exehanges, whieh lLow
largoly outnuinber the Bell Company iîî numlxrs of exchaniges and 'phonos.

Rural linos have been well developcd under tu o inethods, first by companiea
owning exehanges, building ont into rural districts, the rates charged for such service
ranges from $15 to $20 per telephone per annum, on a basis of three 'phonos per
mile.

Another mothod which. seenis quite popular is for rural neighibourhoods to build
their own hunes to a city's limit and eontrnct with the cornpany owning the City ex-
change for city service, by the company picking up the rural lino at the City limits
and maintai-nîng the lire within the City limita for a rate equal to ono-heif the city's
r(-sidence rate re. phone p-r qrnaii.

The railroads in our stato, to the be-st of rny knowledge, do not permit auy tele-
phono linos on their right of way, being î.revent-'d, ovon shoiild thoy so desire, by
previous contracts with the Western Union Telegraph Company, which prohibits
c(ýmpetitivo linos on the right of way.

We do èxperionce trouble in getting railway companies in some instances +o
su1iecribe for telephones in their depots and offices, but we endeavour by suchi ex-


