
Officiai documents from this period indicate that the attitude of the govemalent toward

religion had flot changed. During this peuiod of relative accommodation the Chinese

govemnment hoped ta win the support oflibetans while it pursued the new economnic

refornis. It certainly did flot anticipate the enthusiasm for religion shown by a younger
generation of Tibetans who had grown up under Chinese rule.

It was also during this period that the young monks and nuns began ta orgmnize
demonstrations in support of the Dalai Lama and Tibetan independence, and to cail for
human rights and democracy. Monks andi nuns were prepared ta face bcatings, arrest,
imprisonnient, and death for the peaceflil expression of their beliefs. Though some of
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