
Lee Bensted, Program Director at Co-Developruent Canada, a development NGO working in Central and Latin
America spoke, accompanied by a slide presentation, about how free trade has impacted grass roots communities
within the region. She gave an overview of the failed free trade zones (FTZ) set up ini the 1970s and the brutal
campaigns of terror i Central America during the 1980s. During the past 15 years neo-liberal economic reformns
and resulting economic integration have changed the economnic and physical landscape of the region. Economnic
restructuring is Iargely driven by SAPs (Structural Adjustment Programs) designed to eliminate debt and stimulate
econoniic growth by promotig FTZs (special zones ta manufacture export goods) but with few spin-offs ta the
local economy. Today, 90% of exports from FTZs ini Central America go to the United States. 75% of the workers
i FTZs are women.

Lee Bensted then Iinked trade agreements to the Maquila factories and workers ini Centrai America. She showed
how structural adjustmnent prograrus were directly linked to increasing poverty in the region - especially anlongst
womnen, children, indigenous groups and the elderly. Tracte liberalization policies, like those tied ta structural
adjustmnent and found in the FTAA, have incrcased poverty and forced people, especially young women, into
insecure, poorly paid or unsafe work. Agricultural policies found in tracte agreements have destroyed agricultural
livelihoods and increased the workload of women and children as men migrate ta find work. Infrequent compliance
ta laws lias resulted ini lack of respect for or enforcement of international human riglits, labour and environniental
Iaws. She traced ways people in the South are organizing and pressuring for changes. In 1997 thousands of women
were involvod in drafting a code of ethics (soc Appendix IV) which included the principles of economic, labour,


