CANADA, NIGERIA AND THE UN

The Honourable Mitchell Sharp, Secretary of
State for External Affairs, sent the following
message to U Thant, Secretary-General of the United
Nations, on September 21:

Dear Secretary-General, -

[ wanted you to know that the Government and
people of Canada share with other nations throughout
the world the distress and dismay which you have
expressed over the terrible toll of destruction, star-
vation and loss of life resulting from the tragic
fratricidal strife in Nigetia. As you so eloquently
stated on September 13 to the meeting in Algiers of
heads of state of the Organization of African Unity,
“in the name of humanity it is essential that every-
thing be done to help relieve the impact of this
tragic conflict”’,

In face of this concern, the Canadian people,
and, indeed, public opinion in many other countries,
find it difficult to understand how the United Nations
could fail to concern itself with the humanitarian
task of preventing death by starvation for these
suffering people.

OAU ROLE
The Canadian Government fully supports the efforts
of the OAU to assist the Nigerian peoples in their
search for a solution of their political problems. That
organization, in a resolution adopted at its recent
conference in Algiets, asked all member states of the
UN and the OAU to abstain from any action suscepti-
ble of impairing the unity, territorial integrity and
peace of Nigeria, You said you believed that the
OAU would he the most appropriate instrument for the
promotion of peace in Nigeria and that it had been
agreed that all humanitarian aid to victims of the
Nigerian conflict should be channelled through the
International Committee of the Red Cross. The
Canadian Government agrees with these statements,
[ realize that to raise the situation in Nigeria in
general terms before the General Assembly could be
divisive. There may, nonetheless, be a role for the
UN in stimulating effective action on the humani-
tarian problem of opening ways of delivering relief
supplies to the needy. This could help meet the
earnest desire of people everywhere not only to offer
assistance but to see that the help being given
teaches those who are in greatest need. 1 cannot
help but feel that in these circumstances every
avenue must be explored.

CANADA’S AID EFFORT

I know that you and your representative in Nigeria
have spared no efforts to urge the parties to facili-
tate the flow of aid to the civilian population. As a
contribution to the efforts being made by the inter-
national community, Canada has made over one
million dollars available to the International Red
Cross for relief supplies for Nigeria. Canada has
also responded to the invitation of the Federal
Military Government to send an observer, along with
those of other nations, the OAU and your own repre-
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sentative, to observe the conduct of the Federal
Military Government’s troops. The Algiers resolution
of the OAU appealed once more to all the interested
parties to co-operate with a view to assuring the
rapid despatch of humanitarian aid to all those who
need it. We would like to see effect given to this
appeal by the most effective means available.

In the light of these considerations, the Govern-
ment of Canada would be grateful for your views as
to any additional ways in which the good offices of
the UN might be brought to bear at this time in
relieving the suffering of the people of Nigeria. We,
for our patt, are studying possible measures which
might be taken by the international community to
assist not only in alleviating the effects of the
fighting but also in the vital work of reconstruction
in devastated areas.

Yours sincerely,

MITCHELL SHARP

MAN AND HIS RECIPES

Montreal has long been known as the gastronomic
capital of Canada and, indeed, as one of the great
cities for eating in North America, with its profusion
of fine restaurants of all kinds. Man and His World,
the permanent exhibition in the Canadian metropolis,
has added an international touch to this gourmet’s
paradise, with its 72 restaurants from all parts of the
world.

Seventeen of the Exhibition’s national pavilions
boast a restaurant serving native dishes from such
countries as Austria and Belgium, as well as the
haute cuisine of France and Italy and the exotic
repasts of North Africa and the Orient, as repre-
sented by Japan and Burma.

There are 13 other foreign restaurants on the
two islands of Man and His World, ranging from
Hungarian to Chinese and from Scandinavian to
Greek; and there are several others in the Carrefour
international at La Ronde, the exhibition’s 135-acre
amusement and entertainment area,

LOUNGES AND BARS

Man and His World boasts six national lounges and
bars, serving native drinks, and such other eating-
places as Ceylonese and Ethiopian tearooms, restau-
rants serving all kinds of Canadian food, including
Arctic delicacies, and snack-bars that run the gamut
from pizza to Polynesian bo-bo.

Perhaps nowhere is the all-nations flavour of
Man and His World’s food more apparent than at the
Carrefour international, which includes the popular
Koliba restaurant from Czechoslovakia, the Lowen-
brau Munich Bavarian restaurant and Biergarten, the
Italian Osteria dei Panzoni, the Swiss Fondue Pet,
the Wooden Shoe from the Netherlands, the Bulldog
Pub of Britain, and the Hawaiian theatre and restau-
rant,




