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4. The Conference of the Parties shall establish and/or strengthen
networks of regional education and training centres to combat desertification
and mitigate the effects of drought. These networks shall be coordinated by an
institution created or designated for that purpose, in order to train
scientific, technical and management personnel and to strengthen existing
institutions responsible for education and training in affected country Parties,
where appropriate, with a view to harmonizing programmes and to organizing
exchanges of experience among them. These networks shall cooperate closely with
relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to avoid
duplication of effort.

Article 20
Financial resources

B Given the central importance of financing to the achievement of the
objective of the Convention, the Parties, taking into account their
capabilities, shall make every effort to ensure that adequate financial
resources are available for programmes to combat desertification and mitigate
the effects of drought. t

B In this connection, developed country Parties, while giving priority
to affected African country Parties without neglecting affected developing
country Parties in other regions, in accordance with article 7, undertake to:

(a) mobilize substantial financial resources, including grants and
concessional loans, in order to support the implementation of
programmes to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of
drought;

(b) promote the mobilization of adequate, timely and predictable financial
resources, including new and additional funding from the Global
Environment Pacility of the agreed incremental costs of those
activities concerning desertification that relate to its four focal
areas, in conformity with the relevant provisions of the Instrument
establishing the Global Environment Facility; .

(c) facilitate through international cooperation the transfer of
technology, knowledge and know-how; and

(d) explore, in cooperation with affected developing country Parties,
innovative methods and incentives for mobilizing and channelling
resources, including those of foundations, non-governmental
organizations and other private sector entities, particularly debt
swaps and other innovative means which increase financing by reducing
the external debt burden of affected developing country Parties,
particularly those in Africa.

3. Affected developing country Parties, taking into account their
capabilities, undertake to mobilize adequate financial resources for the
implementation of their national action programmes.

4. In mobilizing financial resources, the Parties shall seek full use and
continued qualitative improvement of all national, bilateral and multilateral



