Demacratic Development ‘and V,Grmd Goirernance

Parliamentary Training Initiathlre This 21-month, $750 000 pmject 1§ managed by the
Parliamentary Centre for Fﬂrt:lgmﬁffalrs and Furmgn Trade in co-operation with. the
Canadian. Par]lamﬂnt it is str&ngthemng the professional capaclty of the staffs of the Russian
Duma, Federation Council, Presment’ (Gffice and Institute of Law, A ‘three-tnonth
Jparliamentary training course is C’Lll'l‘ﬁnﬂ}' under way in Moscow, prowdmg instruction in
such areas as the principles of démocratic institutions, management of the economy; the
legislative process and federal-rcgmna] relations: Transcripts and videotapes of all the
‘training . sessions will be made avaﬂable to regional governmentsand other organizations, o
Russia, as well as to other countries with nascent democracies. In addition, 25 middle- and
senior-level managers will undertake individually tailored training programs ranging from
two to six weeks at the Canadian Parlmmant cver the duration of the project. The initial six
‘trainees selected from the ongeing training course will begin 12-week- working internships.
éarly in 1995, \

Yeitsin Democracy Fellowship Program: Under this program appmxunatel}r 40} Russians
travel 1o Canada anmuaily to recewe: training in areas critical to .economic-and political
reform: The most recént group of Fellows included representatives of Russian banks, the
private sector, and regmnal and mummpal gﬂvemments they campleted cusmm—demgncd
eight-week training programs acruss ‘Canada in November: The next group of Yeltsin
Democracy Fellows will begin programs focusing primarily on envitoriment; finance and
youth in April 1995. The program is funded through the investment proceeds of a $20-
million repayable contribution from ‘the Government of Canada to the Yeltsin Democracy
Fellowship Fund, managed by ﬂlf: University of Saskatchewan.

Private Sector Development |

Zhukovsky Conununity Fl.ltulreulsl Program: The North Dkanagan Development. Corporation
(NODC) of Vernon, British Ccrlumbm 15 managing a-two-yeat, $480 000 project to.
introduce a commumty economic|development program in the Russian city of Zhukovsky,
some 40 kilometers from M{)SCDW ‘which has been particularly hard. hit by the military
conversion process. The project rhlals éstablished a-business development centre, which offers
training and counselling to small. fbubmesses and entrepreneurs. In addition, an $85 000
revolving foan fund for small- business.is in operation. The first $10 000 loaned from the
fund has directly contributed to the creation or mainterance of some 35 jobs. As a result 6f
the pn‘)_]cct s success, the Moscow Region Federa]l Employment Service has contracted
NODC 1o establish the basic framewurk for. this economic dévelopment model in four other

centres in the Moscow oblast.
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