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DEFENCE RELATIONS 43

39. ' : 1156-D-39
Le gouverneur de Terre-Neuve au secrétaire d’Etat aux A ffaires extérieures
Governor of Newfoundland to Secretary of State for External Affairs

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM St. John’s, September 6, 1939

SECRET. Your secret telegram No. 7, September 5th. It will be entirely
agreeable to this Government for Royal Canadian Air Force to fly over any
part of Newfoundland and Labrador and to make use of airport facilities
available when necessary. Authority is granted accordingly.

40. Skelton Papers 388
Le secrétaire aux Dominions au secrétaire d'Etat aux Affaires extérieures
Dominions Secretary to Secretary of State for External Affairs

TELEGRAM 59 London, September 6, 1939

IMMEDIATE. Following for your Prime Minister. Begins. I am very grateful
for your message and for information as to the defence and precautionary
measures which the Canadian Government are taking or considering.

2. We realize that, as regards military activities, the immediate task of the
Canadian Government will be the defence of Canada. As regards concerted
measures, we are most grateful for your offer of assistance, so far as is
necessary and possible, in the western Atlantic region. Participation in pro-
tection of Newfoundland will be of special value in view of the importance
of the Bell Island ore mines. . .

41. L) HCD
Extrait d'un discours du Premier ministre

Extract from a Speech by Prime Minister
Ottawa, September 8, 1939

Next, we must consider measures of cooperation with the United Kingdom.
The safety of Canada depends upon the adequate safeguarding of our coastal
. regions and the great avenues of approach to the heart of this country. Fore-
most among these is the St. Lawrence river and gulf. At the entrance of
-~ the St. Lawrence stands the neighbouring British territory of Newfoundland
: and Labrador., The integrity of Newfoundland and Labrador is essential to
. the security of Canada. By contributing as far as we are able to the defence
i of Newfoundland and the other British and French territories in this hemis-
+ phere, we will not only be defending Canada but we will also be assisting
i Great Britain and France by cnabling them to concentrate their own energies
{moré in that part of the world in which their own immediate security is at
istake. The British Government, in reply to the inquiry we have made, have
¢indicated their agreement that this would be an effective and desirable means
1of cooperation. . .




