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liberty of quotinig at some leingtii from a letter on tis,
suhject kindly sent nme by the principal of tii, grammar
aciiool:-

The, grading of tiie St. Andrews' sohools lias, for several
years, beeon coiiducýted- in accordance witli tiie following regula-
Lions, approved by a joint ineeting of trust... and teaciiers:

Iit. Tiie grading .iiall begin on tiie t1iird Tuesday iii Juii..
2nd. Tii. puipils shial b. .xaniined and mnarkedl sccording to

proficiency I»' tiie teaciier of the. griul. into wiiici tiiey desire
to pa8a.

3rd. Tii. papers for a written examination siial b. pre-
pared iiy the, teaicher Of the. next higiier grade, andi suibitted
to tii, trust... for approval.

4tii. If, on annountcenient of reait, a teaciier requests a
second trial for etnie pupil, wiio, througii illness, or for otiier
suffieient ressuaj, ha. fil.id to qualify, duci request trnay b.
granted. This request~ nu4t, lie made, hiowever, ont tii. day of
tie iannounlcenlient.

Tii. datte of the. exainaiiitic>n basi sinue b... changed toikgree
witii that #plb[nitedt by tii. Board (if Educaition for thi, iigh
mehool entnce exammaition.

Ont tii. moriilîig of tii. examninafion - or ratiier tiie firgt
inorniing, for i. the. higlier grades iL, .xt.ids over the greater
patrt Of Liii'..ý daLyH-tie sceryOf trus1,tees colites to the
graiagir MCiioci t. r11V n1ey presiding wiule xny pupîls areG
engaged in a wrlttera exiiiimiatlozi; I go tÂL0u tiiripl, roomi
i. tii. Intermedinte; lie to tie, next lcwe,,; and so ont down tu
the. primatry. The, trusteem mnove about front grade to grade te
exercis. a goeneral overmigiit, and see tiiat il i. b.îng dune
fairly.

Befure tii. exaiasitioni takes place oaeii teaciier places i.
the. haiida of the. trutst... a uls of ii or iir pupils classli.d as
"ýqiuatifled," "dloibtfttl," InL »tll., bsngtLb.jridgierit
upon tii. work don, durlng the. year. This liot in ecarefully
conpar.di wiLl the remiut of tChe examination, andi front a coit-
uideration of tii. toxo tiie trust... core to thii.r decision.

Âny adequate sciieme of grading mu4t b. bsed on
the. assumption that a complote and tborougii knowledge
of each pupil's acquirenients and ability i. indispensable.
A4 sncbi knowledge cani b. iad only by the. tfiacher, hiii
carefully forin.d judginent must b. tiie most important
factor la tii. determînatien. Siri. opinions differ,
hevever iioneatly form.d, sonte mean4 must b. adopted
to oht.ain a uniforrn standard. Bemides, tii. sciiome
musit Le simple; any elaborate systeni, even if ex- lnl
weil planned, would be apt te work iii in practice.

13.aring tii... requiremnents in mmid, I viii sugg.st a
sciieni. for tii. reader's consmideration whici, 1 hope,
viii .nibody theni. Tii. plan will b. design.d for a
town wii.re eaoii teaciier bas chiarge of two grades, and
a number of t.aoii.rs are under one principal.

First, tiien, I wonld place the. grading .ntir.ly in the,
haiids of tii. principal and his staff. They alone are ini
a position toi obtain tlimt msinute and tiiorough know-
Iedge of the. pupils' attainnientit and pover., vithout
wisi the. work caniiot b. prop.rly and ju8tly doue ;
and, besid, they are ovtlyitrseinh igte

grading tborougiily dons that they would not fail to
take the necessary steps toi accomplish it, even thougli
it entailed much labor.

Secondly, I would have tiie pupils graded upon ýtii
teaciiers' recommendation. But the. reconirendation
trirouldi b. ba.sed upon no superficial observation, but
upon the. results of coniprehiensive and systeinatic tests
applied at regular intervals.

In grades Y, VI, VIT, VIII, these tests would b.
for the moet part weriUiei. Tiiree examinations annually
in all the subjectsocf th~e course would be sufficient toý
determine witii acuracy tihe standing of the pupils. In,
the. first two exaunnations the questions would be set
and answers estimated by the. teacher alone, the answers
being tiien iianded over to the principal for inspection,
wile in the. final examuiation, in the case of pupils
passing fron one departuient to anotiier, the. principal,
tiie teacher of the. grade and the. teacher of the. next
iiigiier grade would make out the. questions jointly.
The. answers to thes. questions would then b. estmmated
by tii. teacher of the grade jointly witii the teacher of
the. next iiigher.

In the. Iower grades the tests niight be more frequent
and must b. to a greater extent oral, but the, saine
method wonld b. adopted.

In every grade aut accurate record of the. standing of
each pupil in aUl the. subjects of the course should b.
kept by the. teacher.

In case of pupils passing front onie departm.nt to
another, the principal, thie teaciier of the. grade and the.
teacher of tiie next higiier grade, basing their judgni.nt
upon the. pupils' record and iiaving regard to ail the.
circunistances wioi tiiey wonld know asl no one éls.
could, would, I think, arrive at a decision as nearly just
as could possibly Le attained. In passing froni grade
to grade in tiie saine departmient the. teaciier and the.
principal would decide. Suoii are the. outlin.. of a
sciiere of grading wiiich, I believe, would pr-ove satis-
faotory. Tiie details could .asily b. worked out and
migiit vary to suit varying conditions.

Sucii a plan, besides farnisiiing accurate data on whioh
t. grade the pupils, woiild, infer alia, provide botii
teaciiers and pupils with a fair test of the. success wiiicii
vas attending tiieir efforts, and also k..p the. principal
in clos. touch vith the. several departmesits under uis
ciiarze-two consuwmations devout]y to Le wisiied.


