
A PLAG;rI 0F 'MICIF

The Gox ernor who directed the affairsý of thev Island in 178

was nained Del>ensens. He xvas a man of enryand n1terpriSe.
Among his undertakings for the good of his Province wa
system of enigration hy which lie expected to tranisferpic ea
froi Acadia the entire population and sule it on nwfarms, on
the Island of St john. he plan xvas waorking saiisfactorilv -
young pioneers were busv clearing, tilling anid Çoig aps iii

the farest let in the sunshine on virgini fields fertilized by the
hand of nature. Along the river inargins, and at the heads of
tidal waters sigus of cultivation begau to, show themselves. The
Iog-house and the barn rose ou the cleariugs, and rîlipenig
harvests promised ta the tailers a remuneration sufficient to
reuder them indepenident of Goverumeut subsidies. Buit this
clearinxg prospect was suddenly blasted. Countless hoaxrdls of
faxishcd iuice fell upon the ripeuing crops with the voracit~ of
locusts, and like the locusts left behind themt a polluted wse
The disaster was coniplete, not even the seed could besaed
But the consequences did tiot end here, The popular mmiid
unable to, account for the calamity on natural groutids, fl it
a scourge sent for souîe hidderi reasons of Plrovidenice, ta) afflict
the land for ail time comiug. This notion, were it ailowved ta
establish itself lu men's minds, wvauld become a ilost Serions
obstacle ta the work of colonization. Few could bc expecctedl ta
covet a honle ini a juidguîeut strieken land. It wvas ta iet ilis-
popular delusion, that De Rama. the manager of a fishing comii
pany which had its chief establishmnent on Brudeneil Poinit iu thec
harbar of Georgetown, set himself to study the hiabits of the
field mouse. The result of his iuvestigations was catutnuniiicaited
ini a somewhat lengthy document te, the FrenchGvrmnt
The following is bis condensed accont of the animal

It is somewhat larger and stouter than the ordinary mue
of a blackish color, with short legs and fiat paws, badly adapilted
for climbing. It lives lu the forest, and feeds on herbs of dtiffe!r-
ent kiuds. After the manner of the squirrel, it lays up stores of
provisions against the wiuter : these consist of seeds, nuts,
grasses and such like. Under stuuips and rocks, in the hiollow
trunks of fallen trees, and sometimes ln the fissuires of staning
ones, are found the dwellings of this destructive creature. Its


