
VOL. XXIX. MAY 9, 1902.

BACCALAUREATE ADDRESS.
Br. Dr. Clark, Triaity.

1 'rhessaloni 11 s, V., 21: Prove ail thitigs, hold fast that whicll is good."

E.XT ta the duty of obediejîce

ta conscience lies the obli-
gation ta have that caon-
science as fiîlly as possible
enlightcnied, and this is the
subject o11 mhich I venture
ta speak ta you ta-day-the

iorniaÉtion of oPinion-a snbject which
cancerns uis ail, aid or yauing, cieric
or laymian; aîud which greatly con-
certis yoting men at the periad ai their
lufe wlhen they are passing frani the
wark af gencral and fundanuental ed-
ticatian ta preparatian for the sPecial
buîsiness ai their lufe. Ta those, iîi-
deed, xvho will naxv prepare ta be

teachers ai nmen, the inatter is ane of

supreme importance, but it is nat ai
littie coîîseqtence ta aniy manl.

A writer af the past generatian
(Mýr. Ruskinî) hias said that lie cares
iiotliiiig for wlîat a manl opines, btt
only for what lie kîîaws. Ile pays lia
regard ta Opinion, but oniy ta knaw-
ledge. Sucli a statement may scein
piausable, but a nuomcnt's reflectian
wiil shaw that it is rlot sound or ra-
tianal. It igniores the candition of
ordiîîary hunuan thauglit and action.
A large proportionî ai our judgments
mutst belaîîg ta the regiaju ai prababil-
ity, and îlot ta that ai certaiîîty, and
tiierefare nmust belang to the regian Oi
opinion and nat ta that af knowledge.

We are, i fact, under the necessitý,
af acting in mlany cases, in which cer-
taitity is unattaiîiable. Tis p)oint is

pit xvith admîirable cleariiess by Bishl-
op Blter in the Introduction to his
"Aiialogy," in which lie points aut
that, xvhiie ta, "ail infinite intelligence'"
every "abject af knowledge" is "cer-
tainly truce or faise,' ta uls -probabil-
ity is the very guide af life."

it niust already be clear, then, that
aur Opinions are of fimmhense imlpor-
tanîce sceing tlîat they do, to a very
large extelit, regulate aur lufe and
couduct. Obviaus as stîcli a state-
nient niay appear, it lias beenl iost
siglit ai by ilialy. Wrîters ai power
and in'fluenlce have pernîiitted theni-
selves ta use langtîage an this subject
Wlîich riglit reasan cauld flot justify.
Even Poap& hias said: "For modes of
faîth iet gracelcss, zealots figlit. His
cant bc wrang wvlîse life is iii the
riglit." But this statenent, aithougli
it cantains a certain nieasure of truth,
is certainiy, as it stands, bath false and

flhiscliievaUs, seeing that it ignares
alike the iinfluence of a man's lufe oil
lis faith, and the influence ai the truth
or falschaad of lis beliefs and. convic-
tionls upanl the conduct af his lufe.

The opposite view lias been set
farth by Mr. Ruskint with his accus-

*"EssaY on Man," epis. 3, line 808.
f'Fors Clavigera," June, 1875.
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