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niierits into) a mrore coîrerete shape. Perliaps this carnet

be bette>' done than by >'ciiilirig yoir of the life o' a

typical studerrt, w'bc 'foiloweid bis star'' %itli a fîrithfui

persistruce tinat euaiîied hirn to eîirich the worlrl with tlic

llri(yilig prou nts of bis gcius. 1 prrpi)sely select a mian

oif thec fi rst r» îk, because I riesi re to couiplha',i, tlic trutr,
that evenl iitlrftic h iglict riatmr ai eîidownient a miani eau

dIo littie for Iris kinl wjtliout imcli lierI lai> r. 1 refer

to the great poet w ho lias expresscd, iu 'chat 'iieck Cails

"Illystie, nnfs tliîahlo song,'' th' ichole spir'it cf tiie

roiddlc ales>. Whiy ules D)ante countinue tc exercrse over

tire bust iliirds so powerful a fasciniationr ?15 it flot lie'

cause, obsoicte as arec tire furnis juto which bis tiionglit is

thrown, Iris conception cf lite is s0 troc irr its essence

that it affords the ricliest spiritual nourishieît '?\e

reject the imnagory lîy wliic>, ir tlie Inferlio, tise Purga-

torjo and tire Paradiso tie tlirce ideau cf rctrilut'o, re-

pentansce aird blesseulness are bixd forth ; but atter ail

reserr'atioîrs tire truti renjains ur>iti>u>hed, that evil

b> ings its on pouishi> eîlt, aird cari re expirrted oinly iry

a repentanice tira> leads to a new birth. Titus Danite

but upc» a foundatici> that standus fi>'»> for ail tinrie,

hisîi above tire ci) andi florw of ouir ei>a>ging creeds ;and

isis great pen riscs liefore lis asai statels' world svide

cilifice. lie svas no ''ile singer cf aiu etî»pty day," no

mrarnufacturer cf sîrrootir anud polisieu coîrceits, but a ruira

of wda, hio ''suw lite steadily anrd saur it Hicc" 1e

M'es a tiier cf wijue anid varicd expericrîce, w ho took

iris wvc>k seriouisiy, ansd was deteruri>scd te sec tigs as

inr rcality they are. l'This boork of usei,'' lire surys,
''wiicl liras mrade ire lears for' rraîry yatr's.'' Bireacejo

tells is th at, il> iris lrcylicd, DJante ;vas a irard stuient,

ansd lrad tire r>rst îrsti>rate acujuarîstance withi ail tic

faîroîrs peets. "i'akerr ly tire sveetrress cf krrcwi»g tie

trts ot tie tiigs cuu>rceaicd iîî 1vave», arnd fiurdirg 1>0

Otirer pleaslure ilearer to inn> lîr life, lire left ail otire'

wîsrldly cale, andi gave iiseif to tis alo>re." Anrd

Leoirardo Birurri says, tirat ''iy stuîly cf pi>ilcsopiry, cf
tiseology, astroro> y, aritinrtic arid gcc>rretî'y, liy rcarl-

ing cf lristcî'y, iîy tire tîrrnirg (reer of mraîry cuîrionus

boorks, watchi>sg and sweari>g ii iris stîrdies, lie acquired

tise science wirici lie xvas to ado>'» aird explalîr ir iris

verse. " l're resîîlt of this "watciiing andî sweatiîrg il iris

studies'' was that Danrte msade iiscîf rîsaster cf ail tire

scienrce cf bis age. H1e was r ot unrîer tlie strarîge delu-

sicîr tirat or'igiîsality mursît rest nîpoîr ignorance. Trurc

originaiity, as hie saw, pî'esup1 sises tire assimrilatiorn of the

best thorîght cf al tirnie. H1e wculd liave cîilrîh>re, tire

wisc words cf Gocethe :''If thon worîidst perretrate iite

the irflrite, press cri every side lrtî tlie firrite." It worild
Ire easy te umultiply instanrces, but this orne inray suffice.
The lessoîr for us wiih Daîrte's lite suggests us obvious.
8tuch are the mers who rorike a people gr'eat aird] nobsie.

We ahl desire te sec ou>' îrwr peole take tireir place
wr>rtirily l>esi>e tie oIder nraticrns, anrd erîrtribuste sorute-
tiig te tire education. of tire w'crd 11t surei a con-

strirsîrationi, devol>tly as w-e mrray N'isi for it, vili Irot

ccnse trîriess wvc take prainis te rîrake it conrte. A nraticon

ilces îlot grow w itil tire easy spolrtarreity cf a planst; its

ulevclo)p>re>t is its wil ast, anrd irivolves irrfiruite labor aîsd

psatiernce. Canada is givi>rg rrrarifest sigîrs that the irigi-
er- îrtellectrral life is inuit iirditfere>st to ire>'. I'erras sire

st iii e xiiiits so»rCtinrg of tie inlu >a tsîrity and v>- crl

rie» ce cf yor>tir bît sie liras alsc its ir>pefi>lrrees, its i un y-

alrcy, its e>iitisias>. 'T'he isîiversuties w iii le frîlse to

tireir trusst if tire', ui0 'rot tn tis alinrdarit er>ergy to

fîritfrîl issures. It ie tireir frîncticî, rrct tc irrorirce r> d

cf genirissl s»>rriversity eu dIo that lbut to prr'îsare the

soil oît cf niricli gellitis rrray sprilrg. Or unriversities

crîglit te hrave a large share ils tise process cf mcrriug

tire cîraracter cf ori people. Great seirolars, tiirkers

snd rsrcn of scenîce c0 'lot arise by chance ;tisey are tire

rsatrîral csrtgrw tir oif fit consditiorns. INcs, it is vai» for

îrs tc rlisguise frcrnt crrselves tirat crîr uirîirersities hrave

isot itiserto cre for C( 'liada w'hat Ox ford jrrrrd (ianriridge

h>ave (lotie for Errgirtrr, Leipzig arrd lcr'-jrs for Gerrra»y'-

With slerider irnls, andi as a ccrrserjle»ce w'iti arr r»-

suffieierrt boduy cf tear-lrers andr irradeqîîate erj>ip)merrt il,

otirer rvays, tirey hav'e lircped to keep tie tori of iearriiîrg
alive, iist tire' hrave luit to aîry extcrrt irîueel a race

cf s(Circlaîs anrd tiukers anrd rire» cf scieliee. MXien (,tir

yrrrîrg rire» have wisised te carry tircir strî>ies to at iigirer

poirnt, tlscy have bece» fsr'ceil to go tir tie rrîsirersitie>s orf
tire olii %or'ld, urr to tirîse iirriversities oft tihe »cr v nîrmî

wvlsre a irigier conceptuion cf tise v'ocation of tie scliolar

liras prex ailed. Crrrely the per iod cf rleperrde>ce slsoirld
ilow coine, to anr enrd. Tirere is gcod irîrîe. I tiiîk. tisat
Nve rire errterirrg »porn a fuiler lite. Or»' uriiversities are

gr>adulealy beccrrirrgil casier is tireir firaîrcial, ccrrdliticîî,
anrd hsave segurin te arld to their teaciig staff. MIanry cf
ou>' ycîrrg rie» rrcw abus at sorrrctiig irigier tira» a

niîre pas anrd cf iatc years tisey hîave ev>r cîrtereri wits

eritiîsiasr> upc>r a corse cf post-graiirîarc strîry. Tis

is as it siroull lie. Tlie crulirary g>'adliate cf a ('aniîîai
ur>iversity leaves coilege witi less krscwledle cf cetain

sîrbjects tirais tirat rvith winici rrst lirglisi boys enter.
Th'ie first two years cf a Carsaîlirr strîdeîst are rrsrrally

spenit iîr doirrg wîrrk tisat orrgirt te hrave irer (tilne, and
1

crie îrsay irope wiil yet ire (loure, in tire isigi scioul. Orne

reascri for this iro îlorbt is tirat parents are so cage>' tir

hrave tireir boîys enter ipoîr what is caller tie ''piatival''

woî'k of lite that they seuil thiscr ti coliege il> a larîrerit'

airly inradeijîate state of preparathîri. Ilir rr>ary cases, a

boy Corntes te cirilege at tire age of sixtee>, witir arr 11>1

perfect k>iowlerlge oif b>is Lratirn graurrlsar, witi rso krruw'

ledgG of psrose cxcept whlut is erîcrgi tii enairle iir tri
write a littie (log-Latins, andi w iti a suîrcrficial. acrjuaiîrt'

airce wit> a bock cf Virgil andî a book cf Ca'sar. At tire

endî of bsis classical course it is stili a strrrgglc fr' iirîr ti

moake coît witsotrt airi the sirrplest liiece cf Latinr. Hein

cari it li ecxpected that lie sroîrld hav'e arry emtbrsiasn

fi' Latin lrteratmre, uorrury l'eal ccrspr'elerrsior rt tire

part w'iiclrftie Ro>ruîr peuople hav'e playeri ir tire cîviliza-

tionî of tire Nv'rld. ?Natrardy, lie associrtes tie nraine urf


