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think hims-If happy in your society, and, instend of j{1{ow earncstly did our mothers in 1
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wel pray to llml
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gradually withdrawing himselt from an naprofitable!' Lord totake from them the cnrse of barren
o J o i ¥

connection, take pleasure in professing himselt your: ¢ ’ ban on a re-
friend, and cheecfully assist you to support the bur-''ful results of a well governed marriage, th l

den of yourafilictions? When sickness shall call
you to retire from the gay and busy scenes of the
world, will he follow you into your gloomy retreat,
listen with attention to your “ tale of symptoms,” and
minister the balm of consolation to your fainting spi-
rit? And, lastly, when death shall burst asunder
every earthly tie, wil he shed a tear upon your grave
and lodge the dear remembrance of your mutual
friendship in his heart as a treasure never to be re-
signed ? The man who will not do this, may be
your companion—your flatterer—your seducer—but de-
pend upon it he 1s not your friend.
—L—
THE PRODIGAL SON.

“lwill ariseand go to my Father” The person
who makes this resolution, is one who is convinced
of the error of his ways, and is desirous of returning
to. his father, from whose guardianship he has stray-
ed. It is made from a knowledge of his father’s kind-
nes=s and compassion, and deeply sensible that he
will forgive him bis offences, it he comesto him
truly penitent. It is made with a sincere hope of
mercy, which saves the sinner from despair. The
chiet reason why all people do- not arise and go to
their Father in Heaven, is because they have nor
come to themselves. There is no reason to expect
this change, so long as we are eungrossed with the
things of this world, and do not come to a knowledge
of ourselves. We are fascinated with the parade of
the world, with ambition aml delusive hopes, which
are, in a moral sense, ungrounded.

A vigorous mnind, a retentive memory, and a dis-
Criminating judgment are all necessary in the adop-
tion of this resolution. Some will pretend to say
there is no need of making such a resolution, we are
safe enough if we mind our own business, ang do
hot commit any of'those heinous crimes which are
forbidden by human laws. But can we ever ener
heaven without a change of heart, without being horn
again ? Is not the natural heart * desperately wicke:!
and deceitful above all things? Does not Sc:‘ipmrv

" day, ‘Except ye be born again, ye cannot enter the

kingdom of God !™ Verily, it does:—and is j not to
be relied upon 2 Most certainly, as it is the word of
God who cannot lie.

The experience of the prodigal is full of usefu] in-
struetion.  Thoughtfulness is preparatory to sincere
repentance. A great change must take Mace in (he
mind of a predigal before he i eonviiced of the ne-
eessity of returning to. his Father. None will evor i
turn until they are sensible of haxing wandered away
from the path of duty. Let Christians bestir them
Selves,to a sense of thie importance of the duty that is
Heumbent upon them.  They muast let the light of the
Gospel shine before the world inall its fulness and
Fadiance, that their fo'low creatures arotsnd nay see
that they belong to the fold of Christ, and in the* in
dulgence of these thoughts they may be led to return
to that fold, from whence they have ever been wan-
dering farther and farther, Christians must be care-
ful to depart from all iniquity, to shun the smallest
temptations, and the first appearances of evil, Low-
ever small they may be.— Olive Branchs

—oR—
DOMESTIC HAPPINESS,

“He who tempers the wind to the shorn lamb,”—
Who'causes the dew to deseend, and the earth to
ring forth its frnits, will provide for each created
eing ;-the place on earth left vacant by death is sup-
Dlied by the birth of the living. Let man beonly in-
Ustrious and frugal, trest to Providence fvr bread,
A his children will not want, How many married
Men have been saved from ruin-—from being plunged
Mo bad habits, wanton extravagance, and debased
Pleasures, by the sacre:l ties which bind them to their
Wives and children! How many unhappy dissentions
lave been reconciled between man and wife, through
the powerful influence of attachment 10 their offspring!
MOW many erimes bave heen prevented to parents
from appreliension of entailing infamy on their ehild-
ren! When we see married persous unhappy, avoid-
ing each other, and indulging in perpetual jars, how
frequently do we trace the cause to their having no
children ! What can be more gratifying to the just
pride of parents, than seeing the tender flower, ¢their
bed connubick grew, uniolding its beauties, and
throwing around them its rieh perfumes ; o in rear-
Ing. the tender plant, until it becomes a noble tree
Watered by care and watchful attention ? When in
Sickness, “who smooths your pillow—whose hand
Presses more aflectionately over your fevered brow,
an your ¢hild’s 2 And when on the confines of eter-
1Y, whotn do we enfold in our parting embrace and
lr’m't;ng benediction more affectionately than our child-
02 “What can he more desolate thau age sinking

I was never more foreibly strunek with the hem.n-%
cent occasion, in my own family. Among the anni-
versaries of joyful events and Providential b'less[ng.s,to
be gratefully remembered and celebrated,. prst mfunﬁ
porrance is my wedding day—the day whie o o aq
others, changes our relations in life. My litle Sx:;.r
always kept count of the arrival of that day as 'l']n lr
jubilee; and in their holiday attire, w"hﬂ‘j““nl g_.;‘
fjocund faces, they came from schoul. to (‘) r (;;}:e
congratulations, and celebrate the anmvers.iry., i
spoke anew piece ; another had a new song; a. ) ‘
some offering of a flower, or some compllment.,l.{;:'m“
when the whole six, with rosy cheeks and spzix. .nza
eyes, surrounded the di'uner table, and the.boyr.-ln iuoi
with their glass of feaming champague (an indu éelll'(i

ranted only once a year)to drink to the long I('J.
and eontinued happiness of their l'le.hgr and mmlu’ard,
and when looking on the comfort which surrounc e”
(hem, theis hale and hearty appeurance, the wgo
apread board, and the family party nmund. it, v;' ~
could desist from returning thanks to the .Gnver.olaﬂ.
Guod, for his bouutiful and manifold blessings, I"I" lin
ving reflected these images around us, lllﬂ‘ll‘e:i :l"the
happiness, and in. comfort; aud who u'm(lﬁ e
means of giving them instruction, and. “ daily bread:
2o N Yo Star.

voor BT voe
THE DEAD LIVE

1 have seen one die; she was beautiful, a».nd beau-.
tiful were the ministries of' life that were given hell‘
to fulfil. Angelic loveliness enrobed, and grace aane
it were caught from heaven, bremh&;d in ev.ery.tfl “4
and followed every affection, shone in every m,}lo il’
invested, as a halo, her whole existence, aud' ll“?](l]ZS‘
a lightand blessing, a ch'arm arnj a vision of gdn lové
to all around ; but she (hml} bneudshnp‘nn N t(-h-,
and parental fondness and infant weuknebs., bllle i
led ont their hands to save her ; lu!t they L.o"{ o
save her, and she died ! Wha'cl did all that (;vuw
pess die?  Isthere no lm}d Qt ’;he J)Ies.sed' nn'(\n"on'
lovely ones, for such to _hve in? l‘o.rhul th l;«:ﬁ»id
religion L bereaved affection and undying love, it
the thought!l 'k cannot be that snch die n} : er*'
counsel, who live in (‘r?:xl human x‘neuu{)‘ry .mev v:

] have seen one die, in ‘lhe maturity of evel'y pt;‘m
or, in the earthly perfection of every faculty ; v;':‘(l:d
m:my temptations had been overcome, and n'mr.)._}ll s
lessons had been learned ; when many fx'lly'f”ml pors
pad made virtue easy, and had given a fut.:_l‘l.‘y i
ition, and suecess 10 Cll(«k}i\.\'or . when \Hb‘"l“}ljl] l": :
heen learned from many mistakes, and a ski d
been taboriously acquired in the use of many powers ;
and the being I looked upon had just compassed thul
most useful, most practical of all knowledge, how
to live and how to act well and wisely ; yet I have
seen such a one die! Was all this treasure grined
only to be lost? Were all these fuculties tiained,
only to.be thrown into utter disuse? Was this in-
strament— the intelligent soul, the noblestin thie uni-
verse-—was it so laboriously fashioned, and by the
most varied and expeunsive nmmrnms,l that on lhg
very moment of being finished it should be cast away
forever ;—-[ Dewey.
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Hope - may be ealled the life of youth. It is that
which strines tho muscles to actien, 1nspires the in-
telleet to exertion, prompts the heart Eo ﬂ;1|}r1)'lxalfellt:
It throbs in every puls¢, glows in every Wish, lives
in every thought. :
;nspireg new ones. Do the fiiends of )"l’“‘,h l’,ecmfle
deceitful 7 Hope still looks for trut ""l] lidggan
kind. Do the visions of youth meel Le ”“Vf $ir
'Fancy employs kope to brlghteu‘het ll:o Olis, ang |e_.l
decerate her scenes; in youth, she (‘[I’S “]3" penci
in rainbow hues, and represents f'utuntylc""“ 1‘? the
evenings of Paradise, hut bright as the g.;lssy waters
basking in the moonbeams.- - Olive Branch.

s @ @O 40 3

Comrort or Cmupren.— Here are beautiful sen-
tences fromn the pen of Coleru’.ge-‘ Nothing ean be
more eloquent—nothing more true: '

“ Call not that man vyretched, who, whatever else
he suffors as to pain inflicted, pleasure denied, has a
child for whom he hopes, and on whom he doats.
Poverty may grind him to the dust, obscurity may
east its dark mantle over bim, the song of the gay
may be far from his own dwelling, his face may be
unknown to his neighbours, and his voice may be
inadverted hy those among whom he dwells-—ev'e‘n
pain may rack his joints, and sleep may flee trom ui
pillow ; hut he has a getn, Whlch. he would not p.arr
with for wealth defying computation, for fiune &Hlll{,_
a world’s ear. for the luxury of the higbest health, o
for the sweetest sleep that ever sat upon a mortal’s
eyen :

Harp Ca sp.—To work hard haif your life in nmass-

nto the grave unmourned, solitary, and childless e

ling a fortune, and then spend the rest or’liﬁsl l?hzv;atch-
'ing that fortune just for your victuals and clothes.

|

Do the plans of youth fuil 7 Hope|
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For the Guardian.
Messrs, EpiTors;

The Guardian of the 29th ult. containg a com-
munication entitled, “ An Address to the Presbyteri.
ans of the three Provinces, on the wncumbency of the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper,” which in several
respects, is so highly objectionable, as to call for some
degree of animadyersion. : :

ln that eommunication, the writer asserts, that Bap-.
tism, and the Lord s Supper, “are both of them, in
the strictest sense of the term, ordinances needful un-
to salvation,” and again and again reiterates the idea,
that it is through the latter, that the members of
Christ’s body are joined. unto their living Head,
These doctrines are not more unscriptural, than
they ure opposed to the standards of the Presbyterian
Church, of which your correspondent is professedly
a member. In the Westminster Confession, Chap.
25th, Sec. 5th, we are taught, “that though it be a
greatsin to neglect this ordinance (Baptism), yet grace
and salvalion, are not so.inseparably annexed unto it,
as that no person can be regenerated and saved with-
out it.” And in. the subsequent chapter, we are in-
structed, that the Lord’s Supper is “to be observed
in his (Christ’s) churel, unto the end of the world, for
the perpetual remembrance of the sacrifice of himself
in his death,—the sealing of all the benefits thereof
unto believers,—their spiritual nourishmentand growth
in_him,—their farther engagements in, and to, all
duties which they ewe unto him;”—and that worthy
receivers do “inwardly by faith, verily and indeed, yet
not earnally, and corporally, but spiritually, receive
and: feed upon Christ crucified, and. alk benefits of his.
death ;”— his body and blom_l being ‘““spiritually pre-
sent to the fuith of believers in that erdinance.”

In confirmation of the statement, that the Lord’s
Supper is “neediul to Salvution,’_" we are furnis_hed
with a long quotation from the sixth Chapter of the
Gospel according to St. John, the 51st and seven sub-
sequent verses, wherein we are told that Christ him-
self states this doctrine “with uncerimon plainness,
and repeats it under many forms and shapes.” But
plaivly, as your correspondelxt.s§:|)|noses this doctrine
to be there tanght, kmust confess that I am one ot
those whom « this plainness does not persuade.” On
the contrary, I am convinced, that no reference what-
ever is there made to the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper, - because the.word‘s in q‘ueslion were spoken
long befure the institution of tla.m, Sacrament, —because
in the 27th and 29th verses of the very same chapter,
Christ himself icdentifies, lflbot(;'ing for the meat that
does not perish, with believing ov his name,— because
having said in the 85th verse, “1 am the bread of'life,”
lie immediately adds, ¢ he thgt cometh unto me shall
never hunger, and he that believeth on me, shz_all never
thirst,”-—because in the 33d verse, having said, ¢ for
the bread of God is he which cometh down from Hez‘h
ven, and giveth life unte the world,” he confirms this
expression in the 40th verse, by affirming, that “ every
one which seeth the Son, and bfltevet!z on him, may
have everlasting life;—and because, in the 47th and
48th verses, be declares, “he that beh_evglh in ne
hath everlasting life. 1am the bread of life.” The
passage in question, therefore, instead of referring to
the Lord’s Supper, exhibits the necessity of faith in
Christ’s sufferings and death, as a.vame Propitiation,
and, in so doing. only accords with the whole tenor
of scripture, in instructing us that it is byfmthL and
by faith only, that believers are united unto Chuyist
Jesus, 5 .

But your correspondent has placed this Onhn'ance,
not only in the room of fzmjh in Christ, hut even in the
room of €hrist himself  For after informing us that
«the Cornmunion, inthe new dispensation, serves thcz
same purpose as did the lussgver under the old ;” an¢
that ¢ the Passover was the sign to the deslr’(’lymg an-
ael, that he should not hurt the chosenseed ;” he asks

how we purpose, “without this defence, to escipe?”

leaving us to infer that the Ordinance in question, an‘d
not the Blood of Atonement, is our defence and se-
('urllitl;y‘; « address” is equally objectionable, on account
of the charge it containg, as also on account of the
purpose it is intended to subserve. The Presbyteri-
ans of the three Provinces are accused of neglecting:
the Sacrament of the Supper, 5o as almost to “induce
the wotion, that it is not CO":Slrj(‘arc.ad to be an. Ordi-
nanee of Divine institution, Il.us accusation 1s un-
founded and calumnious, and exhibits the same reck-
lessness that is dlsl)l’{yed by your correspondent .in
his dealings with scriptural truth, And, even were
the charge well founded, it js more than questionablo
whether he were entitled to address them inthe man-
ner he has done. 1 admiit, that a Pastor, owing to
his acquaintance with the spiritual state ot the people
of his charge, and in the exercise of that authority o-
ver them, wherewith ho is invested, may do so with,
propriety and advantage ; or that a Presbytery or Sy-

nod, for the same reason, may admonish the men..




