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SIR1 SAMUEL LEIONÂI4i TIILLEY, C. B., .M.,iItrIFAT-0VROî
0 P NEW BRUNSWIîCK.

ON the th cf May, 18 l8, Saniuel L.nniard'Tiliey, sou cf Thomas N. iilley,
was ý.born at Gagetowvn, Qiieeri's Couxtty, New Brunswick. lis great-
gurandfather, Samuel, was a staunch Loyalist, wvho at the close of the
Amnerican Revoiutiouary War left bis old home in Brooklyn, New York,
and settled in New Brunswick, becoîuing a grantee of the City of St. John.
At that time the famiiy, which is of Dutch extraction, spelled the naine
"Tilly," and in that forîn it frequently appears in the public documents

and records of a century ago. Young Tiiley Nvas educated at the County
Grammar School, and, considering the limitationis of bis opportunities,
acquitted himself creditably. At the age of twelve lie wag obliged to
ieave his home and seek employinent. lie went to St. John, and
iiaving a predilection for the calling of an apothecarv, ceutercd the dru.-
establishment of the late William O. Smith as ai; apprentice. M r.
Snmith, who repeatedly occupied the civie chair of his native city, was
a inan of superior initeliectual abilities, and a politician of great
shrewdness and breadth cf view. Front Iiuîn Cte future statesman
received bis first lessons iii politicH, thougli in after life the two mn
differod materialiy on questions of poiicy, Tley being aut ardent Liberal
and Smith a strong (-'onservittive. After duiy aerving bis Cime, the subject
of this sketch went into, business wvith Thomas Williamn Peters--aso the
descendant of a Loyalist. Hie joined a Debating Society, ani becaîne a
warui and uncomproîinising exponent of the Temperance cause. Front the
principles of Tempîerance reformn lie ba nver swerved, having throughout
bis long life remaine.d a zealous and consistent teetotaller. [ri 1849 Mr.
Tilley's name tirât appears in connectien with the poiitics of bisa Province,
when, espousing the side cf the Protectioni8ts of that day, ho noininated,
and helped to elect, a candidate for the Legislature. The new tariff, pro-
posed hy the Goverinment, proved toc higb, and the dissatisfaction being
pronounced in a marked way by the leading merchanits and consurners, the
obnoxious measure was withdrawn. T1.owards the close of this year Mr.
Tilley took an active part in forîning the New Brunswick Railway
League, wbicb bad for its object the construction of a lino of railway front
St. John to Shediac. 'l'bis League exerted a large aîiount of influence.
[t owed its inception to ait indignation meeting of the citizens, who,
enraged at the conduct of the Legitiatu re ln defeating the various railway
schemes which had been brouglit before the Huse, petitioned the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, Sir Edmund Walker Head, to dissolve Parliament and
appeal to the people. Mr. lilley was a spirited member of the organiza.
îtien, and at the genierai el ections of 1850 hie found bimself nominated a
candidate for St. John la th(, leforni interest, and with a substantiai
party at bis back. ln June lie was eiected to a seat in the House of
Assembly, and the Coalition Goveramnent was broken and discredited. Lu
1851, however, the Liberals sufl'ered a serions reverse, two cf the leading
members of their party having at the last montent deserted thein for
places la the euemny's camp. ibese gentlemen were the Hon. John
H-amilton Gray, now a Supreme Court Judge in British Columbia, and
the author of a History of Confederation, an(l the lion. Robert Duncan
Wilmot, afterwards Speaker of the Sonate, and later, Lieu tenant-Governor
of New Brunswick. '[bey entered the Governinent on the very day that
their treachery was couimunicated te their late allies. Messrs. TiIley,
Ritchie (now Sir W. J. Ritchie, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of
Canada), and Simonds were indignant. A meeting was held, and those
thrme gentlemen, with Mr. William H1. Needham as a fourth, issued a card
te tîte electors, in which they put forward titeir views in strong termis,
and asked the people te prenouace judgîuent on Messrs. Wiliet aad
fl ray's course by their votes at thet pois. Should the deserters be sus-
tained by the clectors, TiIloy, Ritchie, Simonds, and Needham promised te
at once resigu their scats. lThe issue went bofore the people, and, stran4e
te say, the recalcitraitt uteiners were returaed by the very men who oniy
a short tinte beforo hiad eiected theu te dethroae the obnoxious miaistry,
which they had themiselves subsequentiy joined. Messrs. Simonds,
ltitchie, and Tilley promptly resigned, the latter retiring into privato life.
Mr. Needliain faiiod te keep bis promise, and clnîng te bis seat. la 1854
Tilley returned te politic8, and was elected by a good ntajerity for St.
John. La Nevember lie was offered a portfolio in the Cabinet cf the
Liberal Administration, whici hie accepted, and frei that day te the
present tinte lie bas enjoyed, save in two pericds of a few meatbis' dura-
tien, uninterrupted power as Minister or~ Governor. In 1856 hie was
beaten at the poils on the Prohibitory Liquor Law question, when bis
Ministry made the subject a direct issue. Thli new Geverament repealed
the Act, but was unable te maintain itself in power longer tlîaa a year,
whea, a dissolution occurring, the Liberals were again triumphantly
returned te office, and Mr. Tille>' was reinstated in bis old position as
Provincial Secretary. Shortly afterwards lie becamue Premier. Elsewhere
the writer, in treatiag of the events of the years 1854 and 1856 in New
Brunswick, lias maid : "Two new political. terms were invented which
attached theinseives te the fortunes of the twe parties for a peried extend-
ing from tîxat day up te the date of the uion of the Provinces, when their
usefuluesa ceased. These were the weil-known words, ' Smasher' and
' Stubtail,' phrases whicli oid politicians in New Brunswick wiil readily
recail. Their enigin is of suflicient interest te note down here ;indeeci, se
popular were the>' at one time that ' Liberal ' and 'Tory ' roadil>' gave
place te 'Smasher' and ' St-ubtail,' and a farnous journalist predicted that
they wouid beceme historic, aud that the local parties wouid be knowa by
thomt for ail time te cerne. ' Smasher' was first used in 1854. A leading
member of the Legisiature announced in the flouse that the policy, of thes

Liberal party sbould be ' te the victors beloug the spoiis.' Great objection
was taken te titis assertion by the Opposition, and they caiiod the part>'
' Smasbers,' as it appeared they seemed disposed te break up ail old usages
in respect te the tenure of office. At the gonerai oloction in 1856, it was
alieged that the thea Opposition sougbt te influence votes by a liberai
distribution of an inferior description of fleur, the brand beîng e Suubtail.'
The result xvas that the party was niekuamefi the ' Stubtail' party."

Front Jane, 1857, te Mardi, 1865, Mr. Tiliey reniained Prime Minister.
la 1864 hoe went te Charlottetown, P.ET., te attend tic conference of
Maritime Parlianientarians, with a vicev te forming a Legisiativo Union of
the three Provinces b>' the sea. Several i muthers cf the (Janadiait
Glovernment, aîuong wlîoîn was S'-ir *Joln Macdonald, boing on a visit te
the Lower Provinces, and lîearing- of the proposed mieetinig, cxpressed a
uiesiro te be present. Inîvitations were sent te thetît ; tbcy attended, andi
4ucceeded it getting the delegates te abandon the. smailer scbeme, and
meet lator la the year at Quohec, wheil a grander unioni would ho pro-
posed and diseussed. The greater asseînbiy met at the Ancient Capital on
the lOtb cf October, and sat witb closed doors utitil the 27tb cf the menti,
when the fautous Il Queboc Sclterine," as it was terned in New Brunswick,
was completed. ln the framning of those resolutions Mr. Tille>' teck a very
promiitent part. Tfle plant proposed was for the different (4overniîtcnts
te submit the question te the lieuses cf Aseîubly it each Provintce,
witliout aliowing a siagie wer(l of its provisions to he altered. Great
secrecy was en 'joined, and until the subject siould cernie regularl>' before
the local Panliameatu, it was decided that ne pubicationi of the sciemee
shouid be made. 0f couirse public expeetatioti .tood on tiptoe, but the
curlous had miot long te wait. Ait enterpni-sing Prince Edwvard Island
journaiist mecured in sete surreptitious mianner a cep>' of the imtportant
Iapor, and ruthessl>' publisbhed it. Ail was excitement thon in New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island. The politicians
abaîtdoned their old war cries, and threw theniselves into hostile camps,
eue beinma the Il Cen-fedeýrates," and tue ether the Il Anti-Coafederates,"
thonueb tic Liberals of New Brunswick for the mcst part espoused the side
Of tic Unionists, and the (Jonservatives fouad congenial sympathizers iii
the ranks cf the Il Antis." There were inca iu those days who said that
(Jonfederation was oaly Annexation te the United States ln disguise, and te
a tian, almost, tic descendants cf the old Loyaiists ,joined the AatiCon-
federate party. The. country was overrun witb campaign papers, broad-
sides, antI pamphlets. The pî'inting press was kept groing night and day.
The British Association, baadsomely endowed by ardent Unionists,
employed the ablest politicai writers ln the country te advocate union
with Canada, and its publications were circulated ail over the land. la
Marci, at the general elections, Mr. Tille>' submitted the whon, question
te the pooplo, but the>' had rtot been sufficientiy educated up te the idea,
and lie and bis part>' sufferod ignomnious defeat. Notwitbstanding the
Premior's streng persomal popuiarity iii bis own constituency, the majorit>'
cf votes cast agaiîtst bita lu 1865 wvas very large. Net evea a single
meuiber of the Queboc Conference was roturned, and on surveying the
l)attletiold after the contest was over the premnoters cf Confederation feit
appalled and crushed. But the>' railied, and deterînined te figbt again. An
Anti-Confederate Ministry was formed, under tue auspices of the lons.
A. J. Smith and George L. Hatheway. Their foliowing la the Assembl>'
was large and influential.

Lt was different in tie Uppen bouse, however, whcre the fieî-y and rese-
lute Peter Mitchell carried atatters with a bigli hand, and earaed for iimself
the 8obriquet cf Il Bismarck." Hie bad the majorit>' cf the L-.gisiative
Couincil with hlm, and S. L. Tille>', ciilied ia dorisica at that pericd, tie
Ilforty-seccnd moînher "was coastaatiy at bis ehbow. Mitchell iuduced
the councillors te present an address te the Lieut. -Governor, the Hon.
Arthur Hamuiltea Gordon. The Colonial Secretary, Mn. Edward Cardwell,
afterwards raised te the pecrage as Ba.ron Cardwell, and since dead,
infermed the representative of the Queen that the Lmperiai Goverament
approved cf Cotîfederation. This was made the most of, and it proved a
poteat weapon ia the bauds cf tue C onfederates. A Fenian excitemeut aise
taking place about the sanie time, served the friends of thc great meve-
ment well iii their emergeacy. The Smnith Govorament resigned. Mr.
Tilley was sent for, a new election teck place, and the verdict cf 1865 wa8
in thc ncxt year prompt>' set aside, the Anti-Confederates being reduced
almoat te a corporal's guard. It may thus be said tiat New Brunswick
entered the Domnion by the alinost unanimous consent cf lier people.
Delegates fromn Ontario, Qitebee, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick (for
Prince Edward [sland deciaed te join lier fortunes te the langer cotmpact)
were next sent te London te complote the terms cf Union, and at this con-
ference Mr. Tille>' abi>' represented bic; Province. For bis services lie was
madeaC.B. (civil) by the Queen, and on resigning bis seat la the New Bruns-
wick bouse cf Assemb>' for a -eat ln the bouse cf Commons at Ottawa, lie
was sworn in a inember cf the Canadian Privy Council, and appointed
Miaister cf Customs in the first Cabinet cf the Dominion. Front Novem-
ber, 1868, te Aprîl, 1869, lie was acting Minister cf Public Works; and on
the 22nd cf Februan>', 1873, lie was made Minister cf Finance. This
important portfolio lie held until the faîl of the Macdonald Goverament on,
the Pacific Scandai mattir, November 5ti, samne year. Before leaving
office, Sir Johin appointed bis colleague Lieu tenant-Governor cf New
Brunswick, Mn. Tille>' succeeding tie Hon. Lemuel A. Wilmot. This higb
office ho, filicd witb groat acceptance until July 11, 1878, and thougli it
is said, a second terni was offered te hlmu by the Mackenzie Administration,
lie preferred tic more active life cf a Parliamentarian, and at the general
election cf tbat year, ho aliowed himself to be nominated in bis old con -
stituency for a seat la the bouse cf Cemmons. Hie was eiected, thougli
lus majenity ivas cal>' nine votes. This was deubtiess due te the stand
whicb be teck on the tariff question, which was deciared te bie a high pro.-
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