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Eﬁockingly Blasphemous Character of Wy-
‘ clir’s Utterances, - ..

i Father Stevenson has added yet one
more volume* to the list of works, des-
tined to explode long cherished histori-
cal illusions that have seen the light dw
ing'the last quarter of a century, We do
not mean to speak of purely Protestant
prejudices as to the character of John
Wyclif. But it has been s favourite idea
even with Catholics, that Henry VIII.
had to deal with a good, simple, believe-

ity, and was subgequently held to be .
Besides, in making it over to |old tamiliarfriend. For long the eyes of

the secular clergy he expressely resery-
ed the rigbt of altering the arrangement

ing people, whom he sundered by un- members and property  with | been anticipated.”

parallelod violence from the unity of the | full power to alter 1ts statues at

jority, nay, a very Iarge majority of Eng-| Hall had lapsed to thg crown. Langham
lishmen, wers no doutt, Catholics and |determined o turn Canterbury Hall

many of them gosd Catholics. But the into a .College for the Benedictine reviewing brings out in an unexpected
spread of ially among the{Monks of his own Cathedral. He began | way the bad faith of Foxe 1n his ‘book
pread of error, especially & ‘ & of Martyrs.” He had access to the same

: . ources of information on which the pre-
fore, despite of severely repressive mea- | Monk of Canterbury, Warden, in place :em. volume h::sml?elen compiled. andpég-

lower classes, for two hundred years be-|by appointing Henry de Woodhull, a

sures , had been simply appalling. The |of Wyclif, who only held his office at |}

peculiar form of these errors bear a very | the pleasure of the Archbishop. Thus !‘how:d ",Vhat aboTtinagle dcxﬁmos 'hlizs

i o i i ig | ‘martvrs” were guilty of, and how rich-
strong family resemblance to the system | was Wyclif, at an early period of his ly they deserved. their well-earnod fate,
: ! ! . . The vigorous, if somewhat unparliament
ward VI and Elizabeth, in & word, to | monastic Order, which he afterwards at ‘ry epithets applied by Cobbett in his

History of the Reformation” to the ;1111:)(31 lﬁgat, Antelope, and Deer Heads hice

that trinmphed in England under Ed- | career, brought 1nto & collision with the

Protestantism, The book we are review- | tacked with the bitterest hatred. He|*

i ite author ot the “Book of Martyrs,” are
ing leaves noroom to doubt, from the |refused to submit; appealed to Rome, proved to be not a whit exagy e’ra.te oy

yd " Another poirt incidentally dealt with is
a fragmentof what “might have come | ore Cardinal de Rochs, formerly Abbot Wryclif's Bible. The claim cannot be ad-
down to us, that long before the name {of Cluny. Judgement was given infavor | mitted for & moment, and is disallowed
of Protestant had been invented, Pro-|ofthe Archbishop, and the monks succ- | @¥en by his recent Protestant editors, It
! is passible. but not certain, that he trans.
lated the New Testament, as others had
done long before him. And here we must
Had that soil not been well prepared th’l‘his v‘g;s.; bittgr disappointn;enmc‘; oonf{ludo our t‘:«latice of a trluly t;:ltu&:)lie
: : : 6 ox-Warden, the more g0 as he work, congratulating ourselves ;]
for it, not even the strong Tudor will wisbed to pose as the champion of the | efforts of a Prutentait society to glorify
o seculars in the quarrel with regulars,and | one of the most unattractive of Protes-
root, Neither the evil lives of mahy Ca- | perhaps a3 a **Northern’ against Kent- | tants heross has been the occasion of
tholics, though this element weakened ll:hm;: Wyoltié' hoped t;) §eonsotle gmself suchhaxgn_nmlvrtandt cotntribtgttﬁm éoalarlds
. : X obtsining the vacant See o orces- | the historical vindication of the Catholic
the power of resistance, nor the power teyr. At least 80 we are told by more than | Church and and her work in England.—
one English writer within a quarter of a| London Tablet.

ample evidence we possess, though but |and the cause was heard at Viterbo, be-

estants might have been counted per-|eeded the secular clergy at Canterbury
haps by many thousands, on English soil { Hall.

could have made the evil plant take

ful influence of the Tudor sovereigns* nor
the abilities of men like Luther and Cal | century after Wyclit's death. If. s0, he

; . sy g3 conclusions a truth that, 1f not wholly
Church. That belief as far as it con-| il bISh‘,’ died in 1366, and was BUCC- |, . known, has at least been imperfectly
cerns the religious character of English- | #@ded by Simon de Langham, Uhancellor | yealized. When we realize it, we feel|
men at the opening of the sixteenth cen | of England. His legal knowledge show- | that v:iq see ;nore deeply into the history

tb ified. ms- | ed him that int t the law the | of mediaeval England. "She had done
tury, must be largely modified. The 8t in the eyeo ol much to earn the awful punishment of
& national apostacy.

vation as 1t followed was welcomed as an

the Crown and the greater Iay lords had

the time when it realiy occour Eng.
land seems 1o have been ripe for it, and
if it may be permitted us to speculate
we should probably have had it during
the century pravious to that in which it
burst upon us, but for the turmoils con.
nected with the wars of York and Lan-
caster, When Henry proclaimed war
sgainst the Head of the Church, he must |.

soul that in the struggle upon which he
was about toenter he would be support-
ed by avery large body ot his subjects

been fixed on the property of the religi- M ERC HAN T TAl LO R ;
ous houses, We¢ wonder that the Refor- - T
at any future period if he chose, Islip’s | mation did not happen a century hefore ;
at Lambeth contains

quaint rules for the new collega.
one shall be eligiblie as a Fallow who has
any notable mark on ‘his face.
cost of gowns, turs, elc,, is minutely re.
Latin is to be spoken in the
house, ‘but they are not at all to chatter
together at the same tie like geess or
The Archhishop and his suc-
cessors are to have the sole power of
regulating the said Hall in its head

have had the conviction strong upon his Call and See Them
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by whom the amnouncement had long

‘Wae recognize in Father Stevenson’s

Amoug minor points, the book we arej

iberately suppressed the portions which

vin, suffice to account for ths success of | met with a second disappointment. From

the Protestant revolution 1n England- | this time he began the warfare against

. > the teaching and authority of the Catho-
Puotestantism has had a long pedigree- |, Church vgvhich he cont{nued uncesa.

It had ite rise in the Caesarism of the ingly to carry on till his death. Were we
Conqueror and his descendants. Its|Wwrongin surmising that his enmity to
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'We haue thought it well by the above
summary to call special attention to this
first portion of Father Stevenson's work,

Origin of this Anti-Papal Feeling

Probably there never was a time when
it could be said that our country was ab | Iy known than the general character of

solutely free of error, either as regards| Wyclif's heresies. As to these latter,they | Society of Jesus, under tne high patronage of

its ecclesiastical politics or its religious | 5870r strongly of Calyinism, while on

. . morals they huve a great affinity with
belief. From the time of the early Nor.| ;. doctrines of Socialists and the advo-

mans there had always been in England | cates of “Free Love.” In a word, his gﬁilosophy, Natural Sciences and Theology.

a party which looked with undisguised | blasphemous utterances would shock

suspicions on the dealings of the Papal | the great majority of Protestants. | fCeaping is tausht-

Strangely enough, he retained to the

Curia, as far as ahey were supposed to last a respect for the honor of the Bless-

because it relates to facts leas universal- | by an Act of Parliament, and afiliated: te

trench on the priviliges and liberties of
the sovereign, Many of the nobility and
even some of the Bishops would gladly
have made the King independent of the
Pontiff in all matters save those which
were of a purely dogmatic nature.
Here it is enough to rafer to the aggres
sions of Williata Rufus and the two Hen-
rys, which were resusted by St. Anslem
and St. Thomas of Canterbury. From the
king this anti-Papal feeling descended
to the nobility, and from the nebility to
their tenants. This unfortunate irrita-
tion was kept alive by the system of
Papal provisions, whereby patrons of

ed Virgin. After reading what Father
Stevenson has given us from contempor-
ary sources, we think it would not be
easy to deny that the brutal excesses of
the Kentish rpvolutionaries in 1382 were
in great part traceable to Wyeclif's influ-

ences. Here we are forcibly reminded of advance; no reduction in the above terms is
what we have read about Wesley's par- | granted for absence of less than one monthi

ticipation in the hideous scenes of the
Gordon riots, though Wyclif, unlike his

tranquil in his Leicestershire Rectory

while bolder men were ensaged in the | the form maybe had at the College 1886,

work of bloous .cu wuu puiage.

But the most important part of Fath-
er Stevenson’s researches is undoubtedly
that which Portrays the religious condi-
tion of Eng

that preceded the Reformation. Wyciif's
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benefices complsined that they Were | work did not expire with him. In Norfolk
deprived of their civil privileges, of which- and Suffolk, in Essex, Kent amd Lin
they loudly clamored for their restitu.|colnshire, in London, Salisbury, Roches-

Such were the prediipoaing causes,
and when we find the yoke of authority

selves that the said authority is an usur- ﬂll)e It’eswbl‘ts to this l;egry, thf D(liOBt cel- | River to
M " . . . ebrate resson of hi . it- t with those of thy

pation. 'L efface the distination hetween | 1 30 bY eg?x::ld Poacock. sthfg'lgf the Grand Union Depot ag or Baal o na

the human sud supernaturai elemsant Chichester. In hig earliest career he had 2’33 Bioago.” Chor hrancetween St. Faul

in the Papal jurisdiction and set it all | been a vehement defender of Papal au- |tables and full information apply to any
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down as & mere earthly institution, was thority,but seems to have always sucoeed | 3511 er?(}eclll?ml gm:mager; 3 ﬁ‘»“&‘}fgﬁztr, A%

the'next step, and along with the sys- of lisputing, in embittering every con-

Christian priesthood «nd sacramentsl |to engage. Nothing is more common gfﬂe%ger Agent, St. Paul Mi
, Comm.

principles must needs be overturned, | than to find men of this caliber eventu.

AciE ally in arms against the cause of which
This is exactly yhat was done by fh° they had once been hot defenders. %Ve
Wyclifites, and it forms the malnspring | could quote living instances by the score

of the Protestant system, if system it |So Peacock drifted into Wyeclifism, and
can be called. Of course, accidental on the 28th of November, 1457, was con-
circumstances, as usual, set the machin. | demned as & heretic by the Primate, He

-ery in motion.  Disappointed ambition retracted at v Faul's Crose, and for the SKatﬂs, Cﬂﬂﬂw Gmwd &Bﬂpaﬂ' Eﬂ

rest of his days was committed to the
turned John Wyclif from an active charge of tho_abbot of Touruey, in Cam-
charchman into a heretic, at it has done | bridgesbire, He was but one of many con-
with many another aince his dsy. The demned by the ecclesiastical courts for

1lardi the result of i
fact is at all events now as clear as day- ':)gr uutl;::"sums up ‘;.s fﬁlgz,}:?” history

light on the faith of récords of unquest-| “We begin to understand at length
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