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together. Perliaps if yau were ta give allegiance ta the law of Egypt* I migbt
like ta becomne your rond. But that is nonsense: It cannot be. Bah, mny lad !
believe me, you bave cleared your score at a cbeap rate. You have met the
devil; yes, the devil: be'is flot aiways black, and bas flot wrung your neck.
I am dressed in waal,t but am flot a sbeep. Go burn a taper before your
maiari;t she bas well won it. Came! once more good-bye. Think no more
of Carmencita, or she will make you marry a widow with wooden legs."§

" lThuis speaking, she drew out the bar that fastened the door, and wben
fairiy in the street, wvrapped berseif in ber mantilla and tuîned an her beel.

IlShe spoke the trutb. It would have been wise ta tbink of ber no mare;
but fron that day in the rue Candilejo, she neyer left my thaughts. I walked
tbrough the streets bioping ta' meet ber ; I asked news of ber from. the aid
woman and the fiied-fish dealer, but bath of themr said that she bad gone ta
laiora,Il wbicb is the naine for Portugal. 'Their replies ivere probably in
accardance witli Carmen's instructions, but only a short time passed before I
knew they lied. A few wveeks after the day passed with Carmen, I was placed
on sentinel duty at one of tbe city gates, at a short distance fromn wbich ivas a
breach in the ivaîl that saine warknien wvere employed in repaiiing in the day,
and at night a seutry ivas posted ta intercept smuggiers. During the înorning
I saw Lillas Pastia pass and repass the guard-house, stopping ta talk with my
comrades, wbo ail knew him, and bis fish. and fritters mucli better. He
approached me, and asked if I bad any tidings of Carmen.

"'No, I bave flot.'
Wehl, youl soon will.'

"He was liot mistaken. At niglit I was pacing my sentinel-beat at the
breach, and as soan as the corporal bad witbdrawn I saw a woman coming
towards mc. My heart toid me tlîat it ivas Carmnen, nevertbeless I cried out

"Keep off ! no anc can pass!'
Now use no naughty tbreats,' sbe said, making hcrself knowvn ta me.

'What I you bere, Carmen ?
Yes, my countrynian. Let us have a fcw words, but ta the IMrpase.

Do you ii ta gain a douro ? Some people wvill presently came by with
packages; take no notice of them.'

No, I must prevent tbem fromn passing: such are my orders.'
Yaur orders ! your orders ! You did flot tbink of that in the rue

Candilejo.'
'-'Ah! 1 replied, quite distracted by the mere remenibrance, ' that was

well ivortb aIl forgetfulness of orders; but I wili nat take money from the
smugglers.'

"'1Camne, then! If you ivili flot have the money, would you like ta dine
with mc again at aid Dorotbea's bouse?'

"No,' I saîd, haîf cboked in the effort, 'I1 cannat.'
'Very well. If you are sa fastidiaus, I know ta wham ta appiy. I

shall invite your aficer ta go with mc ta Dorotbea's. Hle appears ta be a goad
fellow, and wilI post an obligiîîg sentry who wiil only see what is neccssary
ta bc seen. Adieu canary. I shail laugli heartily the day on which the order
cornes ta bang you.'

I 1bad thc wcakncess ta caîl bier back, and consented ta permit ali Bohemia
ta pass, if nccessary, pravided that 1 obtained the only reward I desired. She
immediatcly sivore ta fulfil ber promise the next day, and ran ta apprise ber
friends, îvbo were only a few paces distant. There were tive of tbem, anc of
whom ivas Pasta, ail lieavily laden with Englisb goods. Carmen kept watch,
and wvas ta give warning witb ber cas >tanets as soon as she sbauid perceive the
advance of the guard; but for this she bad fia need ; the smugghers compieted
the business in a moment.

"'lich next day I went ta rue Candiiejo, wbere Carmen kept me wvaiting,
and at length arrived in very ili humai-.

I do not care for people who need ta be entreated,' slîe said, ' You
rendered me a much greater service the first time, without knowing if anything
was ta be gained by it ; yesterday you bargained with me. I do niot know
wby I have came, for I no longer like yau. Here, off îvith you, there is a
douro for your trouble.'

IlI was vcry near tbrowing the money at ber lîead, and was obliged ta
exercise great self-control not ta beat bier. After disputing vialently a wbohe
bour, I left ber, and in a rage wandered for saine tinie thraugli the city, walking
bere and there like a madman, and at length, entering a churcb and placing
myseif in the darkcst corner, wvept bitter tears. Suddenly I hecard a vaice:
1 Tears of a dragoon ! 1 will make a philter of them.' 1 îaised my eyes
Carmen staod before nic.

Il 1VeiI, îny cauntryman, arc you stili aîîgry ivith me? she said. 1 It must
be that 1 like ),ou in spite of myself for since you left mc I do flot know what
ails me. Caine ! Naov it is [ who ask if youi will corne ta the rue Candilejo.'

IlWe made peace, but Carmen's temper was like the weather in my country.
Among aur mouintains neyer is a storm so near as wben the sun is most brilliant.
She had again promised ta meet me at Dorotbea's and did flot came. Dorothea
toid me over and over that she bad gone ta Portugal on business for her people.
Knowing by experience how far ta rehy upon thîs, I sougbt Carmen wberever
I tbaught it possible for ber ta be, and passed through rue Candilejo twenty
times a day. One evening I was waiting with Dorothea, whom I had nearly
bumanizcd by dint of paying for a glass of anise-seed cordial from time ta time,
wben Carmien entered, followed by a young man, a lieutenant in aur regiment.

"'Go at once,' she said ta nie in Basque.
"I remained stupcfied, rage in My heart.

"oI' What are you doing here ?' said the lieutenant. ' Decamp, away with

I could flot move a step ; I was powcrless. The officer, very angry, sec-
ing that I did flot withdraw, and that I bad flot even removed my foraging cap,
took me by the collar and shook me raugbly. I do not know what I said ta

One of the naines borne by gypsies.
t MNe dicas vriardà de orpoy, busne sino braco. Gypsy proverb.
'.The biessed Virgini.
§ The geilows, the widow of the his person hung.
<ýThe rcd land.

him, but he drew his sword and I unsbeatbed my owni. The aId woman seized
my arm, and the lieutenant gave me a cut acrass the forebead, the mark of
which I stili bear. I sprang back, witli ane blow of my elbow knocked over
Dorothea, then, as the lieutenant hotly pursued me, I whirled rounid, turned
the point of my sword towvards him, and he ran himself tbrough the beart.
Carmen extinguished tbe lamp, and in bier language told Darothea to fly. I
escaped into the street, and began to run I knew îlot wvhither. It seemed ta
me that some ane was foilowing me, and when I recavcred my senses 1 found
tbat Carmen lbad not left mie.

Il'1Great idiot of a canary !' sbe said, ' you arc only capable of biind
stupidities; tbe more so that I always warned youi tbat I should bring you mis-
fortune. But tbere is a remedy for ail tbings Mien oiie's good friend is a Fleming
of Rame.*' Begin by putting this hiankerebief an your bead, and thrç9w me
tbat sword-belt. Wait for me in this lane. I shall return in twvo minutes.

"lShe disappeared, and soon brougbt back a striped mnantie tbat sbe bad
faund I knaw nat wvhere. She made me take off my uniformn and put on tbe
mantde over my sbirt, and thus equipped, witbi tbe bankercbief witb wbich she
bad bandaged my wouinded head, I resembled a Valencian peasant, of wvbom
there are many in Seville wha came to seil tlîeir orgeat of chufas.t Carmen
then conducted me ta a bouse similar ta tbat of Dorotbea at the foot of a
narroiv lane, wbere sbe and anotber gypsy wasbed and dressed my wound better
than a surgeon-major could bave donc, gave me a drink of I know flot wbat,
and at length placed me on a mattress, wbere I fell inta a profound sleep.

"Probably these women liad mingled in niy potion some of the narcatic
drugs of wbich they bave the secret, for I did nat awakcn uintil very late tbe
fallowing day. I bad a violent headache and fever, and same time elapsed
bcfore the recollection of the terrible scene of tbe previaus day recurred ta me.

IlAfter again dressing niy wouind, Carmeti and bier friend bath squatted
on tbeir beels near my mattress and cxcbanged sonie wards in c/dpi ca/h, that
seenmed ta be a medical consulatian. Bath of them assured me that I should
be cured in a short wvbile, but that it ivas imperatively necessary ta quit Seville
as soon as possible ; for if the authorities cauglit me, I should bc shot without
Mercy.

"' 1My lad,' said Carmen, ' samething must be donc; uaw that tbe King
wiil no langer furnish you withi rice and sait cadfisb,tî you miust tbink of some
metbod of earning a livelihood. You are toa stupid ta rab à .pastesas§ but
you are active and strong. If you bave tbe mettle, off wvitb yau ta the coast
and became a smuggier. Did I not promise ta have you hung ? It is prefer-
able ta being shot. Moreover, if van bave tbe ivit ta prosper, you wvill live
like a prince so long as tbe rninonsli and the coast-guards do flot seize you by
tbe collar.

IlIt wvas in this engaging fasbian that this devil of a girl described tbe
fresh career for wvbich sbe destined me;ý the anly one, truth ta say, remaining
ta qie, now that I bad incurred the deàtb-penialty. Shall T confess Monsieur ?
Sbe canvinced me withaout much difficulty, It semed ta me that I sbould be
mare intimately linked ivith bier by this life of risk and rebellion ; tbencefarth
I believed lier lave assured. I biad often becard stories of smugglers wha
travcrsed Andalusia, mounted on a good horse, carbine in band, and their sweet-
lieart scated behind tbeim. Already I saw myscîf trotting i this fashion over
bills and vales with. tbe pretty gypsy. When I told ber af this fancy sbe laugbed
until the tears came ta ber eyes, and said tbere was nothing mare deiightfui
tban a nigbt in camp, when the rom retires with bis rondi beneath tbe littie tent
formed of tbree boops covered with a blanket.

"' 1If I cast my lot among tbe maountains,' I said, 'I1 shall be sure of yau
Tbere na lieutenant li share yaur lave with me.'

"' Ah!1 you are jealous. Sa much. the warse for yau. I-Iow can you be
50 stupid !Do you flot see that I love you, since I bave neyer asked you for
money? '

IlWben she spoke in this wvay I bad a desire ta tbrottle her. To make
tbe stary short, Monsieur, Carmen pracured far mc eC civilian's dress, in wbicb
I ieft Seville without being recognized. I ivent ta Xeres, bearing a letter from
Pastia ta a dealer in anise-seed wbose bouse was a rendezvous for smuggiers, ta
a number of whorr 1 was presented, and whose leader, surnamed the Dancaire,
received me into bis band. We set out for Gaucîn, wbere I founid Carmen
according ta bier promise. Sbe acted as spy for aur people, and neyer ivas
tbere a better anc. She rcturned fromn Gibraltar after arranging ivitb tbe captain
of a ve- sel for the sbipment of some English merchandise, tbat wve were ta receive
on tbe coast, and wvbicb we were ta aivait near Estepona ; then baving concealcd a
portion of it in the mouintain, laden with tbe remainder, ive proceeded ta Randa.
Tbere Carmen bad preceded uis, and she it wvas again îvho indicated ta us
tbe moment in ivbicb we should enter the town. 'This first expedition and
severai succeeding ones ivere very lucky. The srnuggler's life pleased nic better
tban tbat of a soldier.

I made presenits ta Carmen, I had maney and my love, and feit but little
remarse. We were weii received everywbere. My campanions treated me
welI and even sbaîved me respect for the reason that I bad killed a man, there
being some among tbem wbo bad no similar exploit on their conscience. But
wbat conduced most ta my content with my new life was the frequency îvith
wbich I saw Carmen. She evinced for me more affection than ever before ;
nevertbeicss sbe would not acknowledge ta aur comrades ber relations îvitb me,
and even made me swear every manner of aatb ta tell themn nothing on that
score. I Was s0 weak, such wvax in tbe hands of this creature, as ta abey ail
ber caprices. Tben, toa, it Ivas thc tirst time tbat sbe sbowed berseif ta mie
with tbe reserve and modesty af an honest waman, and I ivas simple enaughi
ta believe that sbc bad realiy amended ber former ways.

"Our band, numbering eight or ten men, rarely remained together, unless

*Flamenra de Rama. Argot, designating gypsies. Rama does flot mean the eternal
city, but the nation of Rami or married beaplé, the naine given themaselves by gypsies. The
first who were seen in Spain probahiy caine fromn the Netherlands, w'hencc their naine at
Flernings (Flamands.)

t A bulbous root, of which they make quite a pleasant beverage.
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