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for in bis rude wvay hie displays muich more innate pcrception of the harmony
and contrast of colour than many of the millionaire mierchauts, wcalthy bankcrs
and others îvho compose our upper and Ifi(ldlec lass, who gix e grand ente! tain-
ments in splendid mansions,, the xvhole of t1w' '' .rt treasuires,' lin whlich,
inclnding the pictures (save the mark) morotl than nult have nu0 otîer value
than a very few paltry dollars. Lt is a huîîtgf. tt tIiai we aire, as a people,
niuch given to disp]ay of a chicap and nasty ordler, aint slîoddy, sliain and
checapniess satisfy and plcase us as a mIle.

Under such circuimstances it is flot suî prising tfiat diose %vl() pcr.sîst lu
pursuing Art as a profession and a inecans of subsistcuce slîould be regarded as
a species of semni-lunatics, of xvhor the best tlîat (-ant b >eaid i., that tbey are
harmnless, but froul a long acquamntance %vitlî inanv of dlieu), andI cxcelîtioIîally
good opportunities for comiparison, it is not too nîîîicl to clanui that Ii genlerad
intelligence, good breeding, kiiuxvledge of the world, andc tlîat hozîc';t desire bo
do with aIl their mighit whatcver their hand findeth to do, tIiey aie at least 011
a par with our lawyers, politicians, doctors and professors of education.

In connection herewvith tvo errors are comumunr st. 'lhat because a mlanl
chooses to make a living hy his pencil in the creation of olijeets of beaîîty, lie
mîust needs be ignorant of values and those obligations betwcen tuaan and man
known geuerally as business ý-2fd. That Canadian artists are less cleser
relativcly than the classes of meu before mentioned. Cati a comparison be
made between the average Canadian artist and the avecrage Canadian lawyer
of necessity to the disadvantage of tlîe former ? Thle ivriter cannot admit any,
thoughi no doubt both might suffer l>y conîparison with îlîeir Europcanl coin-
peers. The proof that this is fairly put cati be found in thc nullîber of talentcd
artists who, being unable or unwilling to strugglc iei c under the w'ant of
Support or recognition of their abilities, have left us, finding reinnerative
cmnployinent, aud in somle instances achieving reputation, in other counltries.

It is unfortunatcly l'the thing " to sucer at Canadian artists-as if art
instinct and aI)ility were mattcrs of geographical flxity. (,euruLs is cosmopobitan
.- blonging to n'o rarticular country, climate, or class of society. Giotto, the
ignorant, unlcttcred shepherd, found a vent for lits genius by drawing w-itl rude
implements on the rocks and stones lin the fields, but lie became the fotnder of
the most glorious school of painting the word bas ever seen;- and the vague,
untaught groping after the beautiful, boru qf the rocks and strearus and skies
of bis mountain homne, bore immortal fruit in the ivorks of Raphiael, Michael
Angelo, Guido, Correggio and the Carracci ; aud as if to prove that climate
does flot restrict or control gcnius, in) these latter days a1 school of artists of
great original talent and powver lias grown up amîidst the bleali winds an-d the
fogs and snows of the 1littie Kingdom of Norway-a native sehool of art that
is everywhere rcspectcd lias fouud substantial recognition in a couintry very
much poorer thaà Canada, who then shaîl say that xve have not the men or the
meaus. Pride may justly be fclt in such painters as Jacobi, 1"owler, Fraser,1
Sandhaîu, Mîllard, O'iBrien and others, nien whose works always contain a
thought either subjective or objective, an"d tliat thiouglît well exprcssed ; mein
whose presence and labours canuot but beriefit the community.

Surely it will not be disputcd that lie who witli slighit reaterials at his coni-
rmand caui create things of beauty whicli deliglit, teach, and elevate, is worthy
as mitch respect as lie who by mere plodding aloug ou the beaten track lias
learued enough of law te coufound, or hoe wbo sits on the Benchi to deliver
judgments which arc habitually disputed by his peers, or lie xvho svhile ex-
pe rimenting kilîs instead of cures bis patients. Lt xvould ho ]lard to convince
the writer that- Landsecr, who amassed a fortune of necarly a million sterling, or
Turner, whose personality svas sworii at somnething lcss at lis dcath, on Millais,
whose magnificence is to-day the talk of 1 'îiglaiîd, cati bc accuscd of lcss
shrewduess than tlîe bankers and speculators, %vlo affect and appear 10 glory in
ignorance of, and inidifference tO, art as sonictlîing hcneath. their noti ce. TIakc
I'rith, for example, who 'lot înany years ago obtaincd ciglit tlioîsauîd pouiîds
for a sinîgle picture, on Millais svhose price for a bust portrait (the svork of a
few hours> is five hundred l)ottnds, and say ye who dare, tlîat tlîe mnîoiy king
Vanderbilt, who by sharp "ctransactions Il which, svhilc cnricliing lîim, svrcck
and ruin the homes of bundreds of his fcllow speculators, is a greater or botter
man than these wvho honestly get riclu by the pîroduction of ssorks svhicli for
ages will live for the admniration, pride and henefit of millions of their felloxv
beîugs. " Evcry dog lias luis day," and brigluter days arc iii store for art and
artîsts in this Canada of ours. The time is flot remote when lu thIs "'woodeu
country"I a genitlenman usd11 be known, flot by his fine bouse, lus herses or his
balance at bis bankers, but by bis culture, by the fittings and surroundings of
bis luome,in a word, by " the gentle life" Ilvhen floue mai' afford to speak of
art slightingly unless hie wvishes te publish hiniself as low and grovelliug and
sordid, of the earth earthy. No doubt, lu tbc mean-time, mnucu will have to
be suffered by those who bear the standard, but as hitherto thecy uvill bear it
îîucomplainingly - they do net hope, they caunot look for auy great rcward lu
their owu day, but they xvill be satisfied if they eaui be certain bluat the feet wlîicl
in the future travel the road they have made may flot be bruised and broken
in tihe journey; they have faithl lu the good time comiug, tluough tlîey wait a
hittle longer. 7OYro n/o.

THE CONCEIT 0F TORONTO,

NVITI 11 TE VIEW TIIA1 iii lER li M\K\OW.

1 receix cd a gratuitous suîggestionî to-day froiîî une of oui niiîiierous
inusical prodigics. to the effcct bluat 1 svould bave thc goodneqs to conîfine my
attention ni ore to institutionis anîd nînannicis tua i to so persi îîîy point at

particiular classes, sut h as our iiîiisilclaiis, pialiten s anîd I ts5 'M y rmusical
niarionette blushingîy adittcdl that--' Eh 1 ;un nul, el! w uit yu 'n miglit caîl
a l*egular full fledged musiciari, yeo now. ']'lits ivas said Ii iicl a wvay as to
Ibave no doubt on iny id but that lie %vas a second "Blind To.1 lossever,
1 thaîikcd hlm for bis candour and pot kctcd bis suggestion; ac ting upuni svicb,
1 xvould buuîbly, ver y huumbly, discoser t'' ani îînisiispuiiis pubîl ic a. fexv of ur
glaring loc al conceits. 1 will deal gcnbly witu tlie delicate sîîhject, for indced
1 ani nervous inyself and do îuot wl!i:, bu imi aie a suore spot li anybody clse's
nerves.

Wlîen sute oîîc reqtîested rue tu det ide a dispute as bu %vhlichi vas tire
higher, our St. Janties' Cathedial or that of Colognîe Catiiedral, 1 lauglicd , and
explained that the suniinlit of thie w'catlier-cock on St. ' aines' Cathedral
uvould not reacu the ridge of bue roof of C('ologne Catlictral liv forty feet.
"But what lias this to do witli the conceit of To'ronto ? Wc (1o îot suppose

our edifices arc as flue *as those cf thc Continent W'Do ive not? I rather
think ise do. Our numemous guides and directories for iach sîiccecdiug year
iufqorm us tlîat cur architectural triuimplis arc unequalled. \113 loyal Toron-
tonian xviii caim for our wvhite (?) brick Cathedial- w itlî ils neatly covered
galvanized-irou spire and three or fotur lîuindrcd croekets (tlic imon is sligbtly
buckled but still durable), four coats of excellent liîîseed oîl paint (tlîe ]ast coat
an extra on thec contract>, and disillumiiabed dlock showiiîg four faces (crue of
tîsen cracked)-the palm oser aIl ditircles 'if this occidental bemnisphere.
"There's iuothiing eaui touchi it lu tlîe whole of tbc Unîited States of Aierica."

Now tlîis is vcry consoling to know that ur little iiixed carly Erighish and
decorated Cathedral stands pre-erîuiiîent. 'l'lie nmore niodest of Canucks
occasionally make au exception inl favour of tlîc Fiftli \veiitie Cabliedral of
New York City.

Strangers te Torouto are astouislied at the vastiîe5s of our reseurces, our
wealtlî, our enterprise, our great kiîowledge of oîirselves, ur excellent
barbotîr (?), otîr smokestacks and espot ially our iuexhaustible suppîy uf mud

for the streets.

Take a page of eue of our guide-bocks arîd yoti will find tînt we have a
park which, for beauty and simplicity, comîparés favourably uvibl anîything
Canada eaui produce, or even the vast North Aniericari Coiîtineit-aye, or
tlue ishole svorld. If I appear te tise a sort of hypîerbole, it is but to show
the absurdity of tbc thing, wbicli is an outrage on conîmoi sense. 'l'lie
beauties cf the park are: A shabby monîumeint iii a ridiculous position, fast
falling into decay, althouglh scarccly yet tell ycars uld ;a disgusbing frog-pond
a flag-staff, thse cest cf svliclî ivas $200-it stands ioo feet luigli, and is six
incises eut cf perperidicular; a laugliable flosver-yartl mua feet or ýo, sur-
rouuded by a picket-fence pairîted iniperial greenu (dtlîs gardènw is occasionaîly
mistaken by visitors to thie park l the faîl anti sprirug for a sort of icadow fer
collecting stubblc for herses) ; soietliig blat gues l' bue ])ille of a foxiblaii ;
tsve guns taken at the Crinîca,; aîîd a fewv clurîîîs tif brees, iiîtersperscd at
irregnîar intervals ini tlîis liictureslbe field tif lislîairy, scutllpturie, ilouvers

aîîd tlîiugs, comuplete thue total cf the nîîost agrecalîle liait aliove thue torrid
zone. A civic appropriation somte tinte ag> scas îîot p)cimmittedl ti Le sufficient
te fonce this field in. 'l'lie only redecnîiiîig feattîî abtout tlue place is thc
villas erected there. 'l'hie Parle, lîscîf is a laîguigso anrd disgrace .and(

yet there are pîeople svî liasve the courage bu tell uis to ouîr liace bhiat our îîark
ns really lovely-it is beautifil- -so refneslîing iii stnîimuer, and 0 - ; but 1
have iset a gond niîenry, aud 1 really caîîuut rmenenber w-bat they say, cxcept
tisat eue gentleman luad thie teniemity te inforni bis at a public lecture (after the
manner of tise magiîesiai..liglît) that lie liad travelled throîrgl Cleveland,
Chicago, Cincinnati, and Sain Francisco aind the Yosenmite Valley, ]lnt lie
actually sais îothing te equal cur osvn Qnceiî's Park (faict). Great Ciesar !
svhat hlave we îîoor' Toroutoniaus done ? Our- cis'i< impuîerfecbion,; are oui- pricle.
We do flot see theni as imperfections, but through a glass darkly imîagine theni
tise great institutions of a rising and îîoîular city. Whiat is nîost te, ho de-
plored is the fact that wxe believe aIl that is flatteringly said of us;- we take it
ail iii ; wc are tbc inîst creduloîrs peopîle ii existence lu regard te enlrselves
use have mucli te be proud of, and i' faith sve hive up to our privilege.

I think it is net sufficieutly îrnderstood that we were very successful last
year over our great Industrial Exhuibition. lle affair lias been hushed a 1ittie,
more se than an affair of its miagnuitude dernanded ; but we rejeice te know
tluat next te the Ceistennial Exhibibion at Pluiladelpuia, tbc Inistrial Exposition
(better known as 1' the faim ") cf TIDroîîtc for 1879 usas bbc nucst unsuccessfual
rehash of its great prototype cf 18 51 that Auserica lias seen ;of course we have
been naturally jubilant.

The guide-book says of the old Crystal Palace (the preseut building is the,


