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THE GRUMBLER.

“If tiere’s o hole in o’ yonr conts
Irede you tent it ;

Achicl’'samang yon taking notes,
Aug, faith, he'll prent 1.

fanatic ; think of olections beiug carried through in
this Canada by frauds so gross and palpable, that
no onc canhe found base enough to be their apolog-
ist, and yet vigit the House and seo tho bogus mem-
bers sitling with an unblusbing face, even on gov-
ernment benches, Tue GrumsLer will not rest
satisfied till some parties smaort soverely for their
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disgracefal conduct. . )
L Constitution Tinkering.—Eigblecn years have
d since the two provinces were united in the
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1 wondor that you will atill bo talking ; no-body marks you.~—
Muck Ado about Nothing.

After three weeks incessant exercige of the uaraly
member, the Houso has adjourned ne Mr. Mackenzie
oxpressed it, “ to play itself” for three weeks more.
Tho country will naturally waot some accoust of
the stewardship of these hon. orators, at this, the
close of the firat Act of the Legislative Drams, and
as Tag Grouscen feels no litile indignation a¢ the
garrulous trifling of the collective Jgossip, and bavirg
solemnly promised to expose delinquoncies of all
soris end conditions of men, he feels bound to
deliver a most unsatisfactory report.

L The Debate on the Address,—Occupied the
attention of the House during cight sittings, witbout
reckoning the timo wasted in préparing foi tHe dis-
cussion ; forty-eight members * defined their posi-
tions,” and at length passed the echo of the guber-
national speech without amendmont. The expenses
of the House during cvery sederunt may bo catimat-
od 2t £600; so that the passivg of the Address cost
the country £4000, i.c., nearly £84 for each speech,
ond almost £2 for every word of tho document.
Now if anythiog valuable had beeu goived, any
privilege gecured, any wrong clastised, or any ad-
equate recompense beon made for this terrible drain
upon an cmpty tressury, no reasonable man would
object ; if the House had been contending for a
Magna Obarta, or o Petition of Right, no time, no
expenditure if money would bave been too liberal
for the immeasurable advantage, but to occupy so
long & time merely to allow tho outs every facility
to agsail the ins, and the ins to retort upon tho outs,
is perfectly insufferable. We had e¢nough on this
head, however in our last, and [therefore leavo the
figures wo have submitted in the hands of the
people

I, The Contested Elections—Occupied four or
five days, but with the fatality which scems to cling
to the present Parliament, nothing material resulted.
‘We can hardly gointo the merits of the Quobec and
Ruggell Elections, without incurring a charge of
partizanghip; at tho same time we caunot avoid
expressing grave apprehensions for the safety of our
representative system, Think of it for one mwo-
ment, you of the honest and penceable class, who go
to the poll and vote for Jones, because he is a broad
Protestent, or for Jenkine, bocause ho is an anti-

bond of political mairimony, and Parliament has not
yet decided whether they are really one couutry or
not, The double majority question must be dragged
out for a week's airing, and the busincss of the
country brought to n stand still, to discuss a ques-
tion on which there is no real difference of opinion.
The advocates of the system oaly contend that Up-
per Canada should not he ruled by Lower Canada,
on questions affecting her interests alouno, and its
opponents say, that no body ever thought of such a
thing ; so we shall bave a woeks discussion more,
and then a'general agreement aud withdrawal of the
motion. Tup GRUMBLER submits that a Commis-
sion bo forthwith appointed to coosist of W. L.
Mackenzie, Ogle R. Gowao, Mr. McGee and Mr.
Brown to hammer and tioker tbe coostitution and
report in tho year 1900,

1V. Tur Mirior or PARLIAMENT.

1t is very much to bo lamented, Brutus, thet you have no such
Mirron, as will turn your hidden worthiness unto your oye, that
you might sco your shadow.—Julius Cesar,

Tue GounnLer records his vote in favour of this
measuro for several weighty reasons, When a par.
liament is determined to give up working, aod con-
fine itself Lo talking, the publication of tho debates
is indispensable and promulgation of tho statutes
will soon become unnecossacy. Tho daily papets,
moreover, would then Lecomo readsble and the
manly typo of the Globe would not degenerate into
drivelling nonpareil to accomroodate legislative twad-
dles, Besides this, whata valuable series of volumes
would grace every library and cover every drawing-
room table. How cagerly would pining juveniles
devour the cssays of Popo on waler powers, or
the sportivo observations of Playfair on military
manceunvres,or Hlogen’s never-failing grandiloquence
on almost every subject. Ilow often would Pater-
fanailias enchbain the tea-table with the secraphic
strains of Palrick and Dubord, aud draw o sigh or
& yawn at Brown’s prolonged philippic on a crooked
aud perverse generation. Perchauce, too, many o
muto inglorious Aiking miglt bo stirred with the
noble ambition to fill at least a column of Canadian
Hansard, and future agos bo enabled lo judge what
he might have doune from what ho has let undone.
By all means let us bave a Mirror of Debate, not
doctered by favoring bands, but decked in the
simple majesty of nature,—no passionato hositancy
omitted,—no fancied adornment supplied,—and our
Hansard, or Thompson we believe it is to be, wil

yet find perpetuity, if not immortality, in Salvs band-
boxes or Gibson's premium trunks.

This is the rocord of thveo weeks of the first
session of the new Parliswent; folly made them
talk, but wisdom teaches them to keep their
speeches. ¢ Do you liko the picture ?

———
Aclmowledgment.

——1We avail ourselves of the first opportu~
nity of thanking our brethrea of the goose quill for
their generally very favourable notice of our pioneer
number. It shall be our aim also to profit by the
hints thrown out. Tne Gruxstew will never de-
scend to obscenity or gross altacks upon private
individaals.

Serving him right.

——That bore of the Police Court, Some-
thing-or-other Allan, forced himself on the Inquest
of the man Sheady, witbout being retained Ly any-
one, and was kicked out unceremoniously. The
Coroner has our thanks for bis prowplitude in np-
plying pedal propulsion to this mag, who iz the
most intolerable idiot this side of bedlam. .

Rather Small.—

—The following absurd anvouncemeut has
"been posted in front of the blobe office since March
18th—nine mortal days and nights: “Defeat of the
Government ! —See Daily Globe !" Why Georgo,
man, it looks a little too much like weakness to
muke such a mighty parade of a chance vote on ano-
party question. The Clear Grit mountain has beon
in labour for months. Is this the fercest mouse it
can bring to the birth ?

The Collectorship.

——Mr. Meuoer has been kicked out of the
Collsctorship of Customs, and for this ono deed the
Governmont hns secured the thanks of the entire
mercantile community of Toronto. It does not take
anything from the Collector's downfall that he may
have been kicked up stairs into n new office: Mr.
Dickinson bas been named as his successor, and is
said to be ¢ pretly decent sort of a fellow.

Hope.” —Cumpl

——\With his usuel singularity, the Rev.
Editor of the Toronto Times, & small shoet which
appenrs irregularly, like an iotermittent fever, and
whose birth was prematurcly caused lagt weck by
the appearance of Tus GRUNBLER, gave us a rather
uafavourable notice. In accordance with the Gol-
den Rule wo return good for evil, The Zbronte’
Times is & digoified, respoctable sheet, full of the
most exeruciating wit and oxuberaut fancy, une
tempted by government pap, and completely inde-
pendont of party. If the Editor, Mr. Hope, is not
votod pater patriai (the father of his country) within
& week, we rro not irite prophets.



