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that day. Why didn't you take the re-
mainder,") queried the reporter.

"Because we got 100 bot a reception.'
"How did the native troops behave P"

"They were no use at ail. We tned to
get themr in front, and their wbité oficers
led thein gallantly by tbe- back ' cut '
when tbefire was opened from the town,
and got bphind us. It was one of them
that shot me frorn behind. Afrer we took
the part of Nanas town our black troops
camne up. We had then entered the
bouses, which were built mosf ly of- grass
and wicker, and we were searcbing for
the enerny when the black troops fired in
on us. It was marvellous there were flot
rnoîe killed or wounded. One of the
black troops was shot through the bead
and killed on the spot by one of bis own
men. The marcb up was the worst 1
ever exper;enced. One minute you would
be on bard soil, and tbe next step would
land you in a marsb up to your waist."

Molyneux, like Perkins, spoke of the
officers in the bighest maniner. Their
tbought and care of the wounded blue-
jackets was some.hing to admire and to
arouse a feeling of pride in following such
leaders.

A Britiali Volunteer Fie et.

The report gains ground that the Ad-
miralty have decided to make a serious
effort to practically employ a"consider-
able section of the officers and men of
tne Royal Naval Reserve. Some of the
details of this schemle bave already leak,-
ed out, and although the arrangements
are flot coxnplete, there can be no doubt,
we believe, that we are about to take a
leaf out of the Russian book and start a
British Volunteer fleet. Already some-
thiîig has been done in this direction, but
hitherto the Adxiralty have been con-
tent to secure the services of certain fine
steamships of the Mercantile Marine,
without making special provision for
crews to man them in time of emergency.
The Admiralty now pay a subsidy which
entitles the country to the use of eleven
fine vessels in case of need. These slips
are as under :-Etruria and Umbria, -of
the Cunard Line ; Himalaya, Australia,
Victoria and Arcadia, of the P. and 0.
Line; Teutonic and Majestic, White
Star Line ; Empress of India, Etnpress
of China and Empress of japan, of the
Canadian Paciflc Railway Company. In
addition to these there are ten other
sbips of the P. and O., three of the White
Star, and two of the Cunard Line for
which special but Iess complete arrange-
mients are to be made, but the precise
details have not yet become public pro-
perty. It is announced, however, and on
good authority, that arrangements have
already been thought ont for manning
the eleven ships mientioned above from
the Royal Naval Reserve. The matter is
flot finally settled, as some points have
to be submitted to the Board of Trade
and the shipping companies. We have
little doubt, however, that the ship.
owners and shipping conîpanies will be
rea(ly to lend their aid ini putting the
proposed voluxteer fleet upon a firm

basis, even thougli some inconvenience
may thus be caused to trade in the earlier
stages. The Adriralty schene isto man
ail these eleven steamships, and possibly
the whole twenty.six, with officers and
mnen of the Royal Naval Reserve. It is
believed- that special advantages wilI
have to be offered to the crews to, coin-
pensate for the sterner discipline likely'
to be enforced. The country is flot likely
qutbble about the expenditure of a few
thousand pounds, more or less, provided
the Admiralty scheme can be successfully
carried ont, and naval men will be unani-
mous :in [considering that their lord-
ships have formulated a good scheme.
It will be no small thing if we can ensure
the nlanning of twenty-six fine steamers
with reserve men exclusively, whilst it
should aiso be beneficial to most of the
shipping companies. The P. and 0. ships,
for example, are now chiefiy mannied by
Lascars, and these mien, though welI
enough in fine weather, are proverbially
untrustwortby in turnes of eliergy. We
liave littie doubt that the company would
increase its popularity -Nith the travelling
public if its ships were entirely manneci
by trained reserve men. The saine rason-
ing applies to other shipping lincs, the
vessels of which are generally manned
by a considerable proportion of foreig-
ners. As a matter of course the respect-
able and well trained men of the Royal
Naval Reserve will expect uîuch higher
wages than Lascars, and it is here that
the Admiralty are likely tobe con fronted
with the chief, and, indeed, the only
serlous difficulty in the way of their
schenxe. As regards the officers, we are
not at ail sure that any special induce-
meuts will be needed to secure their
services. The Royal Naval Reserve
officers already receive a substantial
retaining fee, and we should think that
the ouly further inducenient needed
would be some guarantee of regular and
constant e nîploymient. Evert, however,
if the retaining fee has to be incredsed
there should be no difllculty in obtaini ng
a larger grant from Parliament in aid of
the Royal Naval Reserve. As for the
men, they, ot course, will expect bigber
pay if they are to be subjected to stricter
discipline and regular drills, but the
present cost of the Royal Naval Reserve
is s0 sinaîl that this is not likely to be
regarded as a serious difflculty. The
details of the scheme are awaited with
considerable xnterest.

The German Navy.
Since the year 1889 the German Gov-

eriment has launched a number of small
ironclads ofl a class which is unrepre-
sented in the Britisb Navy, and which,
says the Tinies, appears ta deserve more
attention than it has hitherto received in
this country. Tfhe first of the series, the
Sietfried, was iaunched from the Ger-
mania Yard at Kiel in 1889 ; the next,
the 1eoulf (late comnmanded by Prince
Henry of lrussia) and the Fri/hjoj, were
Iaunched from the Weser Yard at Bre-
men in 1890 and i891 respectively ; the
fourth, tlhe ./ei,,da/1, was Iaunched from
the Imperial Yard at Wilhelmshaven in
18 9 2 ; tbe fifth and sixtb, named Hilde-
brand and Hagel, were launcbed fromn
the Imperial Yard at Kiel in 1892 and
1893 respectively ; and the seventh and
eightb, known provisionaliv as tbe T and
Yf, are now ready for launching, the for-
mier at Kiel anid the latter at the latter at
the Imperial Yard at liantzic, a yard
wbîch, by tbe way, bas neyer belore built
an ironclad And has hitherto undertaken

only wooderi o«: compôàitl. vesseie TheY
ironclads of this class were origiia(ly
designed as coast defence.sip%-,and wve@,
more expressiy destinéd for the protec-.
tien- tif the (wo ends bi the North Sea
and Baltic Canâl ; but they' have proved
m~ore suited foir servicb as srnall. battie,-i.
sbîps than fo r coast-defence. work, .and-
their sea-kecliîg and figbting qual.ides'
are now« considereci so good that they areý
now classed. as fourth-class -battle.shipr, 2
During the recent manoeuvres :some -of
themn formed the,,fcwrth Aivision -of. the
Evolutio nary EtFeet, and -the captai-n'lre.---
ports spoke nmo't highly bf a11 of thèW.
The eight ships resemble -one ý'anotber,

very closely, though.the latter ones cm-
body certain improvements which the-
earlier ones lack.- For instance, thoôse of
more recent constructi on bave -nickel-
steel armer, and the T- has water-tube-
instead of locomotive or cylindrical boil--
ers. AUl are remarkable for the very.
small amounit of wood that bas been em-
ployed in their construction;- and *thi§
fact, in the light of the- great nuniber. of-,
lires caused by bursting shela in:botb.
japanese and Chinese ships during the
recent action off the Corean coast, shows
the prescience of the German Admiralty.
Indeed, in the latest -ships- of the serirs, -
there is hardly any wood at. ail.. They
are aiso steam-beated tbroughout. These.
littIe ironclads are 239 feet 6 inches long,
49 ft. 3 in, broad, andi, at a displacement of
315C - tons, draw 17 fr.. 9în.ý of water. -T-he
engines, driving twin-screws,, are of.4,8oo.,
indicated horse power, and give a speedý
of between 15 and 16 kraots. The armer
consists of a éccmplete al-round belt -i
feet 6 inches broad and 9-4 incWhbick, bif
iwo covered barbettes of 8 inch steel, o-a
1i37-inch steel deck, coverig .e4in,ýs,.
boilers, torpedoc rooms, 'and magaines
and of steel 'shields for al gunsk Thé"
armiament consists in eath case 'of twê
9*4-inch long Krupp breeth-loading gtns:
in the forward barbette, o( one. similar
gun in tbe AI barbette, and ofsix Y34 .inCh
Kr-uppq(uick-fiiîngiun .s, 'disjoed tlreè
on each broadsîdie. There are; 'beside§ 'four torpedo ejectors, one-being feervard,
one aft, and one on eachfrarn.,Twoý
tubes are submerged. The torTpedQ arma-
ment ofl each shîp bas'cost £27,8c,aiid
the gun armanient -£76,5co; and- the
niean total cost per vessel is L/322,800.-ý
Steam - heatîng : and.- electric.- iîigbting,
arrangements art fitted in 4,11, and each,
craft has two v ery powerful-seardëihs
The Sie&fied. 'Beoïme/f, h-rîtAjèf, A(éù»,
ï/à/I anà Hi/lu-aniid are- ai ready-ýattached - -

to the North Sea Fleet, and t h geni..
fornis pai t of the I3altic Fîçet, -te whýiçh-
the T and V will be, addedis &oon as tbey-
are coînpleted. If is pro'bable that gt-
least one more ship of the ciass, to - be -

provisionally known as the W wîlpr-
sentlv be laid down, although no 4efinite
provision for it bas yet'been made.,' Of
ironclads of a larger' class -,namueiy, of
10,040 tons displacement-Germany bas
launched sînce î.S9o the.. Drqm1ibU«g,
.ur/urst, Friedrich, Wi//ze/,,z, and Weis?

selzbtr at Wilhelnmshaven, and the
J l'orl/z at Kiel---four sister'shîps. A fifth

vessel of a simîlar type is about- to be klid
down at Kiel.

Private Thomlas Brown, w-as boni in Len-
don town

And 'isted in-the Fifth onc day.
A pull a thing about, and titrn it, jn-

side out,
Always was his pleasant littie Wvy*.

Whilst firing on the range, he thought.it
rather strange,

His gun refused to act.
TÈo find the reason why, Private Brown

applied his eye te the muz7le.-P and
he found it, that's the fact 1-

And the verdict was-'
Raw recruit-Hani.fire roluia-
Inqulring mi»d-Underground--.


