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liere exhibit the gland. Tlhe large lobie wvas renvei qoi h
left side, aird the sinaller one froni the rikht side. At prcsciît.
six inonthis aftcr the operation, tiiere is no residiual urine. ,,Ic
tlit paissed is niormial ini appearance aiidj ini ct 'nstittilts.

A GROUP 0F CASES 0F MALIGNANT DISEASE--
INFECTION OR OOINOIDENCE?*

lv R. ÎN. FRASER, INLD., C.MN., M.R.C.S. (E.) i.~LVL.,ONIt.

It mnay be safely stated tliat niothing is veet defiiitely settled
as to the etiology of mlalignant, rwls Manyv theuries have
been adlvance(, Lu t ail lack su flicient e videnice to sut stantlate
them bevonti reasonable doubt. It is pretty geiierally acceptel1
that hieredity 1)Iays an importanit part, b>ut it niust lie remncinliered
that many influences besicles l>)Ocd relatimnsli sîniilarly affect
ail nieinbers of a family, suchi as place of resideîîce, diet, in-
timate association, cavre for caci ('ther In t1ilie ()f sIckness, etc.
The femiale sex, espcîailv1, wotuld be apt to feel the eticts ()f
these influences, and we fIinl cancerouis <liseasc il uich more
i)revalent amongy theni than among pe.sn) f the oýpposite
sex, though it is saici to descend as reatlily fr 'nii father as froin
inother. A few years ago the ravages (d con5Uminii in cer-
tain famnilies were considIered su;tfficienitlv- ex)lai ned Iheîî i t
'vas said that " it rtins in the fainily.' Xýox\ we have learneci
that jtust sticb influences as 1 have mnentimne,1 furnish the
favorable conditions under whichi that disease is conitracted oiie
fronm another, andi that hiereditV mnly supplies the suitable soul
for the cultiviation of the bacillus. 'True, ia-lign-tant growths
<ccur, as a ruie, long after the fainily lias been broken up and
its niemibers separated, l)ut niere lapse' of tinie 'vould not iii itself
be conclusive evidence that stuch influences ha-d nothiner to do0
w'h the restilt. Mie lco'that the perio(ls of incubation of
known infections cliseases vary greatly, and it mlax be possible
that there is a class of unknown infectiouis diseases ini which
this period i_- xery greittly proionged, and the process rnuch
complicated. The weighit of rý,ninion, however, is prettv' strongly

*Read at annual meeting Ontario Medical Association, Toronto, June, 1904.


